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~ BUSINESS CIRCLES. 








The news brought by the steamer Hibernia, from 

Liverpool, of the rapid rise in price of most of our sta- 
les of export, gave a quick impulse to business notwith- 

standing the enibargo of the season. For some weeks 
poth holders and slippers had been cautious, and tew 
speculations had been adventured. ‘I'he news was liter- 
ally electric. Every market was instanuy in a busile. 

GRAIN AND FLOUR.—Our previous dates from Liverpool 
were to the 7th Dec., at which time wheat was quote 
at 88 6d to 93 8d. From that to the 4:h Jan. it had ad- 
vanced Is 3d. 

Flour, at Liverpool on the 4th inst., was quoted at 37a 
38s in bond, being an advance of 5s in the same period. 
Daty 5d ner bbl. 

At Havre, sales of 14,000 bbls. American flour were 
effected during the month of December, closing at 40a 
41 francs. 

The first telegraphic signal of the news on reaching 
New York started flour up fifty to seventy five cents. at 
which advance some 12,000 bbis. were sold on Monday, 
say from 6 375 to 6 50. Markets closed rather heavily 
in the evening at those advances—apprehension react- 
ing. ‘Tuesday morning they started with animation 
from those rates, and during the day 30,000 bbls. chang- 
ed hands, of which 15,000 choice Michigan brought $7; 
Brooklyn went as high as 6 75; City mills 6 50; Ohio, via 
New Orleans 6 373. On Wednesday these prices were 
fully sustained, and large operations were made; 20,000 
barrels brought $7 00; 20,000 bushels Genesee wheat 
brought $1 50. 

A corresponding action took place in other flour mar- 
kets. On Wednesday, 15,000 bushels of wheat sold at 
Baltimore for $1 35. Flour on Thursday $6 

Inpian Corn, has advanced more in proportion, than 
wheat and flour. ‘hey have ascertained, what is very 
well known here, that the yellow corn is far better for 
keeping or shipping, than white, and hence it nuw com- 
mands a better price. On the 7th Dec. Lladian corn at 
Liverpooi was quoted at 60a63s for 480 ibs. It has since 
sold at 70u72s, though a slight reaction had taken place 
before the Hibernia left, and 693s was submitted to. At 
N. York, 15,000 bushels sold on Wednesday at 6 cts. 
One account represents shippers as realizing 100 per ct, 
on corn lately sent tu Ireland. 

AMERICAN Provisions, in England, had advanced 
— het in propurtion to the adva:ce upon bread 
stulis. 


Corron.—Our Liverpool dates to the Tili Dec. left the 
Liverpool cotton market in a high state of exciiement, 
the cordial understanding betweeu the operators and 
speculators which haa jiuduced both to retuse credence 
to accounts from here of a short crop, and determination 
at aly rate to keep down prices if they could, had given 
way, and each party perceiving that prices must gu up, 
tushed tv the market, the operators to lay in a supply, 
and the speculators to take care that the oppurtunity for 
turning a penny should not escape, let who would suffer. 
—It appears that the agitation has continued during the 
month unabated—ihe operators evidently suffering in the 
Contest. During the month of December over 300,000 
bales were sold, vnly about 80,000 of which went into 
the hands of the trade. During the first three days of 
January, 27,000 bales were taken, only 8,000 of which 
Were for the trade. 

RICES.—TThe advance, dwiing the period referred to, 
has been fully 1d per pound. On the 4th inst., at Liver- 
pool, uplands quuted at 7$d; Mobile 73d; New Orleans 
fair73d. This is quite a handsome advance upon the 
quotations of this time last year. 

In order to satisfy ourselves and our readers whether 
this was likely io be anything beyond a meie panic and 
epeculative flurry, we have taken pains to examine the 
Slate of the colton market ag to supply. From the state- 
— furnisted by the last arrival we ascertain as fol- 

‘8: 

Inports into Great Britain during the year 

545 were 1,856,850 bales 
Of which there was from America 1,500,369 * 

Mpurts during the vear 1846—iotal 1,243,520 ‘* 
JI which from America gO1,l0i “* 

Tock on hand in the kingdom Jan. 7, 

1845 1,055,250 * 

644.872 * 

544,552 * 

302.900 

433970 “ 

270,150 § 


Of which was American 
On hand January 7, 1846 
{ which was American 
tock on hand at Liverpool Jan. 1846 
ye Which was American 
*se extuibits speak very emphatically. 
' course a corresponding impulse was given to 
Cur cotton markets, so far as heard from them, but 
Pentnate Operations worth mentioning have yet 
. ‘pired. Our planters atu holders and sinppers 
4 all of course in high spirits. 
stake Marrers. Thse additional prices for our 
ay articles of exports, will have a favorable influ 
nat ty re our fore:gn exchanges. We see it esti- 
*d mone of the jeading commercial Journals of 
Vou. XXI. Sie 22. 





N.Y. that the advance will realize nearly forty | cf dollars—and notes iv circulation tothe amount of 
millions of dollars to the people of this country.— | one hundred and fifty millions. 

That 18 extravagant. The amount willbe handsome! We find the condition of the bank officially reponed 
however, and comes exceedingly apropo for the | 98,0f the 26th Dec. 1846 to be as follows: 


The Bank of England report, as of 26, Dec. 1846. 
people as well as for the government. The Issue Department hold, of Government 





The heavy shipments of bread stuffs and provisions | t, 
for Europe has turned exchanges in our favor. Pre- | _ Hiker easteditan i 
vious arrivals brought some specie, and the Hiber- | Gold coin ana bullion 11.972'540 
nia brought nearly three million of dollars in gold | Silver bullion 2 469.030 


and silver, and il was expected that large amounts | 
would follow. This is in part to make purcha-es 





. And they have issued notes to that am’t £28,442,030 
with—but mainly for payments. | The Banking Department hold of goverument 





Apprehensions have been expressed in certain | securities, inciuding dead weight, £12,827,179 
quarters of the unfavorable effect of abstracting spe- | Other securities, 14,654,905 
cie too rapidly from the great focus of the buisness | eet d silv , 8,513,675 
bere for fear P producing wide spread, if not ere te heme 624,661 
general ruin, he condition of the money mar- . ‘ 
ket of Paris created serious apprehensions a few | Proprietors capital, £14 553,000 asec 
weeks since. The vast amounts ofspecie which the | Rest, 3,447 406 
government of France have had to send abroad for! Public Deposits, 10,341,314 
bread stufls for the suffering sections of France, as | Other Deposites, 7,696,172 
well as to supply her armies in Algeria, added to the | Seven day and other bills 882,523 £36,920,420 


immense amounts required for the railroads now in 
progress or about to be commenced, compelled the 
bank of France to apply to the bank of England for 


OUR MONEY MARKETS, presented no usual feature for 
this period of the year, up to the first of this week. Mid 
) winter is a period at which agitations in trade seldom 
a favor similar to that extended by the French cap- | occurs. ‘The annual exhibits of the banks, usually made 
iialists to the bank of England during the crisis which | up to this period, are as favorable as for a long time.— 
induced the latter, aided by the English capitalists ; Reasonable dividends are made—the demand and sup- 
generally, to commence their war against the bank | Ply seem to keep within reasonable distance—the ap- 
of the United States and all American securities, and | Prelension from wilidrawing the public funds has en- 
which they have ever since maintained. Their object —_ noreniig acon ay oe ge + white ¢ rong 
was to prevent the rapid abstraction then going on, nadie edadin amici on o Reshiny Caneaaam 
of British funds, for investment in the United States. | 7 anes 


, - —— : . THE NEW TREASURY NOTE AND LOAN BILL 
That object they keep still in view as indespensable In the above state of atfairs the new financial measures 
to their monied predominance. i 


We see in the Lon- | of the session of congress finds the couniry. The firat 
don Banking Journal of the first week in January, aj important measure of the session in this department, 
brief review of the money operation of the year 1846, | was brought ferward and carried through both houses 
in which is repeated the old stale story,that in Amer- | Wi{}!0 forty eight hours, and is now to be tested. _ 

ican securities nothing has been done or is doing be- | Mhe bill authorizes the secretary of the treasury to is- 


-_ | Sue treasury notes or to negotiate a loan or loansto the 
ond the demand which comes for them from this “yp: ; 

ne of the Atlantic. In Europe they remain to this | amount of twenty Ne ya dollars for the current 
ppt ; ee year’s expenses. ‘This will of course create quite a 

day completely discredited as objects of investment. | sensation in the money circles. The “Union” expres- 
Phey admit however that very considerable amounts | ses the utmust confidence in the secretary’s being able to 
have quietly crossed the Atlantic, and the current} obtain the money on favorable terms, and backs the op- 
continues. Their quotations of course are altogether | inion by sundr letters and extracts from what they 
regulated by prices in our markets, and the rate of | deem reliable authority. Other journals express very 
exchanges. different opinions unless the measure be backed by some 


Shida thee” it — ee efficient aid to the revenue in the shape of duties and 
nder these circumstances, we should look for @ | taxes, without which they think monied men will not 


large proportion of our stock to come home in the | venture their funds. Bat little was said in the house on 
present juncture of trade, if it were not that the sec-| the question. A speech prepared for the occasion by 
retary of the treasury is required to go into the mo- | Mr. Miller, one of the New York members has bee: 
ney market for large sums, and will of course mo- | published and a part of it will be found in this number. 
nopolize the money of our capitalists. Fortunately | ete) 


for us, none of the states are now applying for loans | N AT LO N A | . EF Al RS. 


abroad; and very few of our chartered companies have | 
APPOINTMENTS BY THE PRESIDENT. 


recently attewpted any foreign negotiations. ‘The | 
unsuccessful efforts of Mr. McLane, our late minis- By and with the advice and consent of the senate. 
ter, in that direction for the Baltimore and Ohio rail Henry P. Robinson, to be a lieutenant in the navy, 
Shall cornea td witness the return of our abused | {om the 14th of August, 1846, at which ime he was 
American securities, in the hopes of having the in- promoted to fill a vacancy occasioned by the dismis- 
terest in future payable to our own citizens instead of | $10? of Hemanant — A. es , ’ 
foreigners, and we bave no doubt that the exigences Isaac N. Brown and R. Delancy Izardy to be lieut- 
of the English market will induce that expedient to| enants in the navy, from the 31st of Oct., 1846, at 
preserve their specie from sinking below a safe point. | which time they were promoted to fill vacancies, oc- 
The application of the bank of France, after some} casioned by the death of Lieut. Geo. M. Bache, and 
hesitation, was atleast partially acceded to. ‘The partic-| the resignation of lieutenant Henry L. Chipman. 
nlars have not transpired, and reports very the amount Napoleon Collins, to bea lieutenant in the navy, 


between £800,000 as a minimum and £5,000,000, : . . 
asa maximum. The question now debated in the jour- from the 6th of Nov., 1846, at which time he was 


nals, whether the amount, whatever it may be,| promoted to fill a vacancy occasioned by the death of 
should be sent in gold or silver. ‘Ten to one but bills! Lient. Wm. B. Beverly. 

of exchange will be found to answer in the end. | John L. Worden, to bea lieutenant in the navy, 
The Paris paper,ithe Presse, states that on one cay the | from the 30th of November, 1846, at which time he 


31st December, fifty one millions francs in coin were ; . 
paid in—the eel von ever received in a single day.— | Wa8 promoted to filla vacancy occasioned by the 


On the same day the bank discounted fifty-four millions | death of Lieut. Charles W. Morris. 

of commercial paper. Randolph F’. Mason, of Va., to be an assistant sur- 
We presume this was the day after they had a favor- geon in the navy, from the 29th of August, 1846, at 
able answer from the bank of England to their applica- which time he was appointed to fill a vacancy occa- 


tion for relief. : : : . a 
At the period to which we above referred the French isioned by the death of assistant surgeon Jobn T. 


bankers came to tiie relief of the bank of Lingland, and | Barton. ; 
prubably saved them from such a crash as was imposed} Ed. D. Reynolds,of Iil., to be a Purser in the navy, 
upon the United Siaies at the time, by discrediting the | from the 16th of Oct., 1846, at which time he was 


United States bank and American securities. ‘he bank ‘nted to filla vacancy occasioned by the death of 
of England could hardly refuse to return the favor when aa hen iineeee. y y 


solicited. It is worth while to examine how well the j 
latter sane be able to custola abstractions for the conti- Levi D. Slamm, of N. Y., to bea Purser in the na- 
vy, from the 30th of November, 1846, at which time 


net of Europe as well as for this continent, at these rates. 
Tue sank oF Enoianp—At the close of the year|)) wa, appointed to fill a vacancy occasioned by the 
death of Purser R. R. Waldron. 


1845, the bank of England had gold and silver in her 
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Robert Woodworth, to be a surgeon in the navy, 
from the Ist of December, 1846, to fill a vacaney oc- 
casioned by the death of Surgeon A. Hassler. 

Joshua Huntington, to be an assistant surgeon in 
the navy from the 20th day of June, 1838, to fill the 
vacancy occasioned by the promotion of Robert 


Woodworth. 
IN THE RFGULAR ARMY. 

Assistaut Quartermaster with the rank of Captain. 

First Lieutenant J. P. J. O’Brien, 4th artillery. 

First Lieut. M. R. Patrick, 2d infantry. 

First Lieut. Wm. M.Shover, 3d artillery. 

First Lieut. Arthur B. Lansing, 2d artillery. 

| MEDICAL DEPARTMENT. 

Doctor Israel] Moses, to be assistant surgeon. 

IN THE UNITED STATES MILITARY SERVICE UNDER THE 
ACT OF JuNE 18, 1846. 

Chas. M. Price, of Mississippi, to be assistant quar- 
termaster, with the rank of captain. 

Robert Josselyn, of Mississipp’, to be assistant com- 
missary, with the rank of captain, vice Kemp S. Hol- 
land, deceased. 

Wm. Barksdale, of Mississippi, to be assistant com- 
missary, with the rank of captain. 

Chas. R. Webster, of N. York, to be assistant quar- 
termaster, with the rank of captain. 

James F. Hutton, of N. York, to be assistant com- 
missary, with the rank ef captain. 

F. N. Mioton, of Louisiana, to be assistant com- 
missary, with the rank of captain. 

Chas. E. Carr, of La., to be assistant quartermas- 
ter, with the rank of captain. 

Joseph L. Hasbrouck, of N. York, to be surgeon. 

Benjamin K. Hart, of Ill., to be surgeon, vice R. 
F. Richardson, who declines to accept the appoint- 
ment. 

Luther F. Dashiel, of Louisiana, to be assistant 
surgeon. 

Frederick W. Miller, of Pennsylvania, to be assist- 
ant surgeon, vice Geo. Dock, who declines to accept 
the appointment. 

Miria B. Halstead, of N. York, to be assistant sur- 


geon. 





AMERICAN REVENUE STATISTICS. 


Exhibit of the result of the recapitulated statement of 


“receipts and expenditures” of custom-houses in the Union 

from the 4th of March, 1789, ‘0 the 30th of June, 1545. 
RECEIPTS. 

Duties on merchandise $1,089,841 988,73 3-4 


Duties on Meditterranean fund  8,703,530,30 
Duties on tonnage 7,103,317 ,22 1-4 
Passports and clearances 457 023,70 
Light money 1,214,961,78 
Fines, penalties, and forfeitures 1,918,832,51 1-4 
Unclaimed merchandise 146,574,76 
Interest on treasury notes 90,346,01 
Surplus of official emoluments 303,242,48 
Marine hospital money 2,460,830,35 


Amount received from captors, 
being 2 per cent, on nett pro- 
ceeds of prize vessels and 

3 218.822,14 





Sales of revenue cutters 10,444,17 
Sales of property and taxes on 

lands belonging to the U. S. 5,101,42 
Custom chatgés on British co- 

lonial vessels 1 ,432,95 
Dependiturés over- 

issued $221,63 
Expenses on collec- 

tion of the reve- 

nue overpaid 133,27 
Allowance to vess- 

els employed in 

the fisheries over 

paid 804,32 

—_——- 1,159,12 
$1,112,478,107,66 1-4 
Payments For: 

Debentures issued, 


and drawback on 
foreign merchan- 
dise exported $191,225,074,02 1-4 
Drawback on Medit- 
erranean fund ex- 
rted 
Drawback on domes- 
tic distilled spirits 
exported 
Draw back on domes- 


1,041 ,262,98 


},143,448,72 1-2 








tie refined sugar 
exported 
Drawback on domes- 
tic manufactured 
snuff exported 
Allowances to ves- 
sels employed in 
the fisheries 
Bounties on salted 
provisions and pic 
kled fish exported 
Expenses attending 
prosecutions 
Interest paid on trea- 
sury notes 
Insolvencies, &c. 
Duties refunded un- 
der the ‘‘act to re- 
mit duties on goods 
destroyed by fire 
in N. York” 
Duties refunded on 
railroad iron 
Duties refunded on 
all other merchan- 
dise 
Duties refunded on 
Meditterranean 
funds 
Duties refunded on 
unclaimed merch- 
andise 131,79 
Duties refunded on 
tonnage and light 


2,698,450,68 


20,547 ,26 


8,359,232,98 


715,991 ,88 
614,092,73 1-2 


45,890,42 
5,065,07 


164,458,72 
3,324,047,17 


10,133,955,14 


46.08 














money 110,112.98 
Expenses of collec- 

tion 44,468,207 ,92 

264,070,016,65 

Amount of nett rev- 

enue of ports pay- 

ing revenue 856,351,128,35 | 
Deduct excess of ex- 

penses of collec- 

tion of ports pay- 

ing norevenue 7,943,037 ,34 
True revenue from | 

customs 848,408,091 ,01 | 


848,408,091 ,01 

Bawx oF THe Unitep Srares.— At an annual meet- | 
ing of the stockholders of the Bank of the U. States, 
heid at the Banking house in Chesnut street, Philadel- 
phia, Jan. 4, 1847— | 

The Hon. Richard H. Bayard, was called to the | 
chair, and Joseph R. Chandler, esq. was appointed | 
secretary. 

J. Robertson, esq., the president of the board of di- | 
rectors, made the following report, which was read | 
and adopted: 

TO THE STOCKHOLDERS OF THE BANK OF THE UNITED | 
STATES. 

It is provided in the charter of the Bank of the 
United States, that “there shail be a general meeting 
ofthe stockholders at the Banking house, in the city 
of Philadelphia, on the first Mondday of January, 
in every year, at which time the Directors shall lay 
before them a general and particnlar statement of the 
afiairs of the company.” 

It must be known to the stockholders present, that | 
all the availahle effects of the Bank, with two excep- 
tions, were assigned and transferred to trustees named 
in three separate deeds of trust, in the course of the 
'year 1841, for the purpose stated in the said deeds. 
‘Those effects so assigned and transferred, have been 
under the exclusive contro] and management of the 
trustees. They are not required by the deeds of trust 
| to report any of their proceedings to the board of di- 
' rectors, nor to the stockholders; nor has the board of 
directors any authority to call upon them for such re- 
| ports,except by order of the court. It is not there- 
fore now in the power of the directors to lay before 
| the stockholders at their annual meetings, such state- 
ments of the affairs of the bank as had been customa- 
| ry previous tothe said assignments. 
it is proper, however, to say, that the directors con- 
|tinue to have entire confidence in the trustees; that 
the duties imposed upon them, in the management of 
the property assigned to them, and placed in their 
charge, have been, and will continue to be judiciously 
and faithfully discharged. 

There being three assignments, the trustees appoin- | 
_ted for each of them, have respectively prepared their | 

accounts to their respective dates, and have submitted | 
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them of auditors appointed by the court, who, after re 
due examination, have passed them; and they are how thot 
on file in the office of the court of common pleas, the 

It is with some satisfaction the directors are abje rule 
to state that the trustees under the assignments of the the 
4th and 6th September, 1841, have paid off al) the A 
judgmnents which had been obtained against the bank whic 
previous tothe preceding dates, as required by the the } 
said assignments. qual 

In regard to the loans due by the bank in Europe each. 
for which State stocks and bonds were pledged for by th 
their redemption, there has been no material change ment 
since the last meeting of the stockholders. The hold. year 
ers of the bonds, (or debentures as they are usually an in 
called) issued by the bank for those loans, are repre- uary, 
sentea by three respectable banking houses in Europe. dollar 


It was stated at the last meeting of the stockholders, Ar 































that arrangements had been made with two of those also to 
houses, to hand over to such of the holders of the de. three 
bentures, as would be willing to receive it, such a por- per ce 
tion of the pledged securities as they would be enti. day of 
tled to, were an equal distribution of the whole made two, a 
at one time under a general agreement: the holders at be paic 
the same time to give up their debentures. It is yp. shall b 
derstood that some progress has been made in carry. day of 
ing out the arrangement; but the directors have no dj- ty-two. 
rect information as to the extent. Aare 
It is right and proper atthe same time to state, accoun 
that the holders of debentures who have not come be paid 
into that measure, have still continued to exercise ue as th 
their usual indulgence; and that nosteps have yet been annual 
taken to put any of the pledged stocks into the market may be 
for sale. The directors are the more gratified at Arti 
this, believing as they do that it will be for the inter. governn 
est of holders to avoid every thing like a forced sale cation, ¢ 
of any of the pledged securities, in the present state United § 
of things. ned, esq. 
The directors have for some time past entertain. tes near 
ed the hope that they would be able to communicate presenter 
to you at the present meeting the final decision of the shall be | 
supreme court of the U. States of the long standing Artic 
controversy between the United States and the bank, vian gove 
relative to the damages on the bill of exchange, drawn annual in 
by the United States on the French government, custom-h 
which was protested for non-payment. The cause sums of a 
‘came on for a hearing early last week, and the ar- cash, in p 
guments were finished on Thursday last. The mat Mand the ¢ 
ter is now under consideration of the Judges. that ine; 
J. Roperrson, President. the mark 
Bank of the United States, January 4, 1847. shall be se 
After some explanation made by the president, in Mas though 
reply to questions from stockholders, the meeting ad- Mifalling due 
journed. ; ay in the 
Ricuarp A. Bayarp, chairman. by the Per 
Josern R. Cuanpier, secretary. ARTICLE 
by the cor 
TREATY be exchang 
BETWEEN THE UNITED STATES AND PERU Bir, if possit 
By the President of the United States of America. Bident and 
A PROCLAMATION. ongress of 
Whereas, a convention between the U. States of a) 

. , n Witnes 
America and the republic of Peru, was concluded and Leos slaned 
signed at Lima, by their respective plenipotentiaries, MH). M4 os 
on the seventeenth day of March, in the year of ow —& nth d: vy 
Lord one thousand eight hundred and forty-one which ay. 

er sand ei 
convention is word for word, as follows: £ 
The United States of America and the republic of 
Peru, desirous of consolidating permanently the good 
understanding and friendship now happily existing be And Wher 
tween the parties, have resolved to arrange and tet 9? requirec 
minate their differences and pretensions by means of Hes shou 
a convention that shall determine exactly the respor (MP date, wh 
sibilities of Peru with respect to the claims of certail id parties 
citizens of the United States against her; and with MBS such exc} 
this intention, the President of the United States has Med: and y 
appointed James C. Pickett, Charge d’Affaires of said M*¢ author 
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States, near Peru, and his excellency the president of 
the republic of Peru, has appointed Don Manuel del 
Rio, principal officer of the department of finance, 
acting minister of the same department and superntr 
merary councillor of State, and both commissioner, 
after having exchanged their powers, have agreed up 
on and signed the following articles: 

Articte 1. The Peruvian government, in order 
make full satisfaction for various claims of citizens © 
the United States, on account of seizures, captures 
detentions, sequestrations, and confiscations of thei 
vessels, or forthe damage and destruction of the 
of their cargoes, or other property, at sea, and in the 
ports and territories of Peru, by order of said govel™ 
ment of Peru, or under its authority, has stipulated” 
pay tothe United States the sum of three hun 
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thousand dollars, which shall be distributed among 
the claimants, in the manner, and according to the 
rules that shall be prescribed by the government of 
the United States. 

Art. I. The sum of three hundred thousand dollars 
which the government of Peru has agreed to pay, in 
the preceding article shall be paid at Lima, in ten e- 

ual annual instalments, of thirty thousand dollars 
each, to the person or persons that may be appointed 
by the United States to receive it. The first instal- 
ment shall be paid on the first day of January, in the 
year one thousand eight hundred and forty-four, and 
ap instalment on the first day of each succeeding Jan- 

, until the whole sum of three hundred thousand 
dollars shall be paid. 

Articite Il. The Peruvian government azrees 
alsoto pay interest on the before mentioned sum of 
three hundred thousand dollars, at the rate of four 
per centum per annum, to be computed from the first 
day of January, one thousand eight hundred and forty- 
two, and the interest accruing on each instalment shall 
be paid with the instalment. That is to say, interest 
shall be paid on each annual instalment, from the first 
day of January, one thousand eight hundred and for- 
ty-two. 

ArticLEIV. All the annual payments made on 
account of the three hundred thousand dollars, shall 
be paid in hard dollars of the same standard and val- 
ue as those now coined at the mint in Lima, and the 
annual payments, as well as the accruing interest, 
may be exported from Peru free of all duty whatever. 

ArticLe V. ‘There shall not be demanded of the 
government of Peru any other payment or indemnifi- 
cation, on account of any claim of the citizens of the 
United States that was presented to it by Samuel Lar- 
ned, esq., When Charge d’Affaires of the United Sta- 
tesnear Peru. But the claims subsequent to those 
presented by Mr. Larned to the government of Peru, 
shall be examined and acted upon hereafter. 

Articte V1. Itis further agreed that the Peru- 
vian government shall have the option of paying each 
annual instalment, when it is due, with orders on the 
custom-house at Callao, which shall be endorsable in 
sums of any amount, and receivable in the treasury as 
cash, in payment of duties on importations of all kind; 
and the orders shall be given in such a manner as, 
that incase similar orders shall be at a discount in 
the market, the full value of each annual payment 
shall be secured and made good to the United States, 
as though it had been paid in cash, at the time of its 
alling due; and any loss occasioned by discount, or de- 
lay in the collection, shall be borne and made good | 
by the Peruvian government. 

Articte V11. This convention shall be ratified 
by the contracting parties, and the ratifications shall 
be exchanged within two years from its date, or soon- | 
rH, if possible, after having been approved by the pre- | 
ident and sevate of the United States, and by the 
ongress of Peru 

In witness whereof, the respective com nissioners 
lave signed the same, and affixed thereto their seals. 
Done in triplicate at the city of Lima, this seven- 
eenth day of March, in the year of our Lord one 
ousand eight hundred and forty-one. 

J.C. Pickert, [seav.] 
MANUEL DEL Ryo, [sEAL. ] 
And whereas the seventh article of the said conven- 
on requirec that the ratifications of the contracting 
arties should be exchanged within two years from 
§ date, which provision was not observed by the 
id parties owing to delays in the ratification render- 
g such exchange impracticable within the time stip- 
ated: and whereas it appears that the duly consti- 
td authorities of the republic of Peru did, on the 
st of Oct., 1845, by law approve iu all respects 
id convention, with the condition, however, that the 
St annual instalment of thirty thousand dollars on 


ee _ 
i 


caused the said convention, and the modification 
thereof, to be made public, to the end that the same 
and every article and clause thereof, may be observ- 
ed and fulfilled with good faith, by the United States 
and the citizens thereof. 

In witness whereof, I have hereunto set my hand, 
and caused the seal of the United States to be affix- 
ed. Done at the city of Washinzton, this eighth day 

of January, in the year of our Lord, one thou- 
[u. s.] sand eight hundred and forty-seven; and of 

the independence of the U. States, the sev- 

enty-first. JAMES K. POLK. 

By the President: 

James Bucuanan, secretary of State. 





NaTIONAL DEBT OF THE UniTep States.— A correspon- 
dent of the National Intelligencer presents the following 
statement of the national debi: 

Cupital. Int. per yr. 
Amount on 4h March, 1815 
| Amount of Mr. Polk’s war 

loan, August, 1346 
Ambunt of appropriations de- 

manded by secretary Walk- 

er, to carry on Mr, Polk’s 
war to the 30th of June, 

1818 


5.000,000 250,000 


74,000,000 4,400,000 





$98,000,000 $5,840,000 
To pay these disbursements, 
the United States collects 
the important duties, which 
cannot exceed to 30:h of 
June, 1°48 30,009,000 1 800,000 





68,000,000 $4,050,000 








The treasury note bill passed by the nouse of repre- 
sentatives of $23,000,000 is included in the item of $74,- 
000,000, and will be used to create the sulitreasury into 
a paper money mill, to is3ue irredeemable hills, except 
in the liquidation of taxes to the federal treasury, which 
cannot exceed, on an average, one million of dollars 

er month, and the issue of subtreasury noies will be not 
ess than five millions of dollars per month. 








Harp money.—Treasury drafts are paid out to 


| the troops in Mexico in thus wise:—Four volunteers | 


jhave $100 due tothem. The paymaster calls them 
| up and gives them a $100 treasury draft. The four 
owe the sutler $40, and hand him the draft—if he 
has the change he gets his money—if not, he goes 
without. This has produced much dissatisfaction 
among the men and sutlers, and the paper was re- 
luctantly received, if atall. This brought out from 
Gen. Pillow, of the volunteer service, the following 
order, to compel the refractory to receive the paper: 


$19,009,000 $1,209,000 | 
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riously for grants of land for railroad purposes, one 
of them to extend to the Pacific. 

The army bill, was resumed, the question being 
upon Mr Corwin’s amendment proposed on yesterday, 
granting 160 acres ot land to the volunteer who seryes 
out the war, and 80 acres if he serves less. than & 
year. 

Mr. Webster, considered the amendment impor~ 
tant, and hoped the senate would decide wisely. He 
had stated yesterday his views on the original pro- 
position from the military committee, and on this 
its proposed modification. Mr. W. in the course 6f 
his remarks adverted to the provisions of the law@ 
as they stood at the close of the war, in December; 
1814. There were granted, he said, at that time, 
two fold bounties. In the first place, there wag a 
money bounty of $124—fifty to be paid upon enlist- 
ment, fifty upon joining the regiment or being mus- 
tered into service, and the other twenty-four upoa 
receiving an honorable discharge. There was alsa 
eight dollars compensation to any non-commissioned 
_ offi er or soldier who should procure a recruit to be 
enlisted. And then there was a bounty in land to 
/the amount of half a section, or three hundred ‘and 
twenty acres. Mr. W. next adverted to the fegat 
| bearing of the proposed restraints upon alienations, 
and the authority of congress to impose restsictions 
after parting with the ownership in these land#.— 
These restrictions, Mr. W. said, in conclusion, if 
adopted in the form recommended by the committee, 
would render the measure inefficient for securing 
the object contemplated, viz, to encourage enlist- 
ments. 

Mr. Crittenden, after some remarks in relation to 
the power of congress to impose restrictions upon 
the lands granted to the soldiers, in which he differed 
somewhat from the senator from Massachusetts as 
to the extent of that power, observed that he felt 
also some repugnance to such provision; and it was 
for that reason, among others, that he had proposed 
at a former stage of the discussion, to substitute for 
agrant of land of indefinite and unknewn value, 
lying in a remote situation, where the soldier might 
‘not probably wish to go, and which would naturally 
/ become the subject of these fraudulent speculations, 
'a grant of scrip, or a warrant which would enable 











the party to locate his land where he pleased. 

After farther remarks from Messrs. Cass, Bagby, 
| Dayton, Archer, Niles, Calhoun and Hannegan, the 
question was taken, on Mr. Corwin’s proposed amend. 
ment and decided as follows: 

YEAS —Messrs. Archer, Badger, Berrien, Butler 
Calhoun, Cameron, Chalmers, Cilley, John M. Clayton, 
Thomas Clayton, Corwin, Crittenden, Davis, Dayton, 
Evans, Greene, Huntington, Jarnagin, Johnson, of Md., 
Johnson, of La. Mangum, Miller, Morehead, Pearce, 





[.Vat. Intel. 

[Order No. 47.] 

Headquarters, 2d brigade, 2d division, 
Volunteer corps, Army of Occupation, | 

Camargo, November 12, 1846. | 

1. Sutlers will receive treasury noles in payment | 


for goods purchased by the soldiers, or any balances | 


that shall or may be against them, at their par value, | 
and any attempt to extort more than this value for | 
them will be punished, when properly brought be- 
fore the general commanding the brigade, by shut- 
ting up the store and sending the goods or the offend- 
er out of the country. 

2. The general commanding the brigade can 
scarcely find words to express the astonishment he 
feels at the rapacity which is not content with ab- 
sorbing every copper of the soldier’s hard-earned 
pittance, but it must turn to shaving the money 
which he is bound to take when offered by govern-| 
went, or none. He trusts that none of the sutlers of | 
his brigade have been guilty of this outrage; but, if 
they have, he warns them against its repetition io 
future, as he is determined to. carry out his mea- | 
sures to the very letter. 

3. Commanding officers of regiments are held 
strictly responsible for the literal enforcement of the 
above order. 

By order of Brigadier General Pittow. 


O. F. WINSHIP, Ass’t Adj. Gen. | 














ount of the principal of tiie debt recognized there- | 
» and to which the second article relates, should be- | 
from the Ist of January, 1846, and the interest on | 
S annual sum, according to article If{, should be | 
ulated and paid from the Ist of January, 1842.— | 
d whereas the said convention and the aforesaid 
g“lication thereof have been duly ratified, and the | 
Peetive ratifications of the same were exchanged 











low, therefore, be it known, that I, James K. 


TWENTY-NINTH CONGRESS, 
SECOND SESSION. 
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————— 


SENATE. 

January 20. Petitions, and memorials, were pre- | 
sented; among them by the vice president, and by | 
Mr. Sturgeon, from the society of Friends urging the | 
adoption of peace with Mexico; by Mr. Clayton,from | 
F. Dawson and others praying the fulfilinent of their | 
naval contract with and expenses for Texas; from | 





| Phelps, Sturgeon, Upham, Webster, Woodbridge—-29. 


NAYS.—Messrs. Allen, Ashley, Atchison, Atherton, 
Bagby, Benton, Breese, Bright, Cass, Dix, Fairfield, 
annegan, Houston, Niles, Sevier, Speight, Turney, 
Westcott—I8. 

So the amendment was adopted. 

And the question recurring on the adoption of the 
original amendment as amended, it was carried with- 
outa division. 

Sir. Hannegan moved to adda provision for the 
appointment of a chaplain for eachregiment, who 
should receive a salary equal te the pay of a captain 
of dragoons. 

This proposition gave rise to some debate; and, 
without coming to a vole upon it, a motion was 
made to adjourn, and the senate then adjourned. 

January 2]. The resolutions of Mr. Johnsdn, of 
Md., calling on Mr. Walker relative to the operations 
f the sub-treasury, ca ne up. 


Mr. Huntington made a scvere speech against 
the conduct of the administration in this and other 
matters. He suggested to strike out the call for Mr. 
Walker's opinton, which being assented to by Mr. 


| Johnson, the further consideration of the subject was 


laid aside, and the senate proceeded to resume 

The army bill, from the house, to increase the reg 
ular army, by the addition of ten regiments. The 
question was upon Mr. Hannegan’s proposition to 
appoint a chaplain for each regiment. 

After a long debate Mr. Hannegan modified his 
amendment by striking out allafter the word ‘‘re- 
ceive,” so as to leave a blank for the rate of com- 
pensation. 

Mr. Sevier then moved to make the compensation 
$500 per annum, with forage tor one horse and two 
rations per day. 

Mr. Webster then moved to make the amount 
$1000 per annum, with forage for one horse and twe 
rations per day—agreed to by 29 to 17. 

Mr. Sevier then moved to amend the amendment 
by providing that the chaplains for the volunteer re- 


Mr. Wm. Ross &c., for compensation for Chervkee | giments shall be elected by said regiments—agreed 
lands east of the Mississippi; from Robert Owen, | to—23 to 18. 


asking investigation of his theory of social reform; 





‘; President of the United States of Amcrica, have 


The amendment as amended was then adopied. 


frum citizens of Pennsylvania and Obio, asking va- | Yeas 38, nays 4. 
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“Mr. Houston then submitted the amendment of 
which he gave notice some days since, providing that 
the company officers of the new regiments shall be 
elected by the men, and the field officers by the com- 
ny officers and men together; and that all officers 
80 elected shall be commissioned by the president, 
by and with the advice and consent of the senate. 
Mr. Houston, desiring to explain his views at more 
a moved thatthe senate adjourn accordingly. 
he senate adjourned. 











Janvary 22. On metion of Mr. Westcott, a reso- 
lution was adopted requesting the secretary of the 
navy to communicate to the senate the causes which 
induced the return of the frigate Cumberland and 
steainship Mississippi from the coast of Mexico to 
Norfolk. 


- Peace. Mr. Cilleysubmitted the following, which 
lies over: ‘ Whereas a speedy and honorable peace 
with the republic of Mexico 1s exceedingly desira- 
ble, and whereas, the coustitution of the United 
States has made no provision for our holding territo- 
ry, still less for incorporating foreign nations into 
our Union: 

Therefore, resolved, That the president of the Uni- 
ted States be requested to order the army of the 
United States, now in Mexico, to some place in the 
United States near the frontier of the two countries.” 

Brasil. Mr. Hannegan submitted a resolution, 
calling on the president for all the information in 
his possession relative io the reeent misunderstand- 
ing between the American Minister and the govern- 
ment of Brazil. 


Sub-treasury. The resolution heretofore offered 
by Mr. R. Johnson, and modified yesterday so 
as to confine the inquiry as to the manner in 
which government funds have been transmitted to 
the south, for the purpose of showing the operation 
of the sub-treasury Jaw, was taken up and adopted. 

Mr. Sevier introduced a bill creating the office of 
assistant secretary of state. Twice read and refer- 
red to the committee on foreign relations. 

The bill creating the office of surveyor general 
of the public lands in Oregon, was again postponed, 
till to morrow. 


The army bill, for 10 additional regiments of regu- 
Jars, was then resumed. 
Mr. Houston, spoke at length in favor ofhis amend. 
ment in favor of volunteers. 
Mr. Allen, after a speech in which he expressed 
his jealousy of all military appointments and standing 
armies, moved an amendment to strike out all after 


judgement was best. 
force, regarding officers otherwise chosen as being 
elected under electioneering influences. 
thought the selection of officers by Mr. Polk would 
not lead to much harmony. 
ified thousands would be disappointed. 
would lose as many friends as he would gain in such 
a controversy. 


could and he could not if he would. 
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Mr. Benton said that the military committee would 
be in session to-morrow at the department of war, 
and if the senate should be in session to-morrow they 
designed to ask a leave of absence. 

Mr. Atchison moved that when the senate adjourn 
it adjourn to meet again on Monday. Agreed to by 
a vote of 25 to 19. 

Mr. Johnson of Md., said that it had been well sta- 
ted by senators from North Carolina and Michigan 
that the constitution gave the power of making of- 
ficers to the president. There could be but two 
kinds of forces brought into the country under the 
constitution—a militia force and an army—and Mr. 
Johnson made an argument, discriminating between 
the duties of the two, and deciding which in bis 
He preférred the regular 


Mr. J., 


If thousands were grat- 
Mr. Polk 


As for running again for president 


there was no danger of that. He would not if he 


January 25. Mr. Archer, presented the creden- 
tials of the Hon. James M. Mason, elected senator by 
the state of Virginia, to supply the vacancy occa- 
sioned by the death of the Hon. I. S. Pennybacker. 
Read; and oath administered. 

Ezxeculive communications, were received in rela- 
tion to removal of Seminoie Indians, contracts of 
naval provisions and clothing, naval eontingent ex- 
penses, and report of commissioner of patents. Laid 
on the table. 

A(ter presentations of various petitions, as for aid 
for railroad to Pacific, peace with Mexico, indemni- 
ty for old French spoliations, &c., Mr. Yulee, from 
naval committee reported a bill for dry dock at Pen. 
sacola. 

A bill from naval committee directing the secre- 
tary of the navy to purchase Dr. James P. Espy’s 
patent right for his conical ventilator was passed to 
a second reading. 

The house bill for additional post routes in Texas 
was received. 

Lieutenant General—Mr. Benton, arose and detailed 
his opinions in vindication of the call from President 
Polk to be allowed to make the appointment of ge- 
neral to command ail the troops directed against 
Mexico. 

Loan Bill.—Mr. Lewis from the committee on fi- 
nance, {o whom was referred the house bill autho- 





the enancting clause and insert a section authorizing 
the raising of 10,000 volunteers additional to the) 
50,000 authorized by the act of May last. 


arise by the election of officers. He did not propose 
a militia muster, but a muster of men enlisted for 
the war, and such he held. if competent to make a 
war against any enemy; at least qualified to choose 
their own officers. He would obviate all objections 
growing out of selecting improper persons, for no 
man knew better than himself the evils which had 
grown up from intoxication in the army. More 
men had been killed in Mexico by treating and drink- 
ing than by all the balls of the Mexicans. These volun- 
teers would not select improper men, no ‘l'om, Dick 
or Harry, but good men. 

Mr. Cass, thought it would not be difficult to enlist 
men for the regular army, instead of volunteers.— 
The moral gain from our present war,Mr. C thought, 
repays all its pecuniary expenses. Mr. C. hoped the 
president would be allowed the ten regiments of ad. 


ditional regulars, its officers to be appointed by him- | 


self. 

Mr. Badger of N. C. thought with Mr. Cass that 
there was a prohibition under the constitution to the 
selection of officers by volunteers. And he did not 
think the act of May last was in accordance with the 
constitution, even though it had the sanction of the 
precedents of the last. We had been told that gen- 
tlemen began to think less and less of the constitution 
the longer they were in public service. He had 
come so recently from home that he must be excu- 
sed for regarding its observance as of high impor- 
tance. 

Mr. Huntington did not like that a bill should pass 
which would give the executive the appointment 
of six or seven hundred olficers. It these men were 
appointed and ten regiments added to the reguiar 
army the effect would be that these men would be- 
come a part of the standing army. They would 
bring an influence to bear here which could not be 
resisted. Mr. H. also disliked the attempt made to 
pass such a bill, because the president demanded 
regular troops instead of volunteers. He thoughi 
the senate were well able to distinguish between the 
two classes of troops. 

Mr. Jehnson rose here,at 4 o’clock,and an adjourn- 
ment was called ior, 


|other purposes, reported it without amendment.— 
Mr. Houston thought no insubordination would | 


rising the issue of treasury notes, a loan, and for 


Mr. L. remarked that unless they passed it immedi- 
ately the public faith could not long be preserved. 

Mr. Benton as chairman of military committee ob- 
served that the passage of both bills the army and 
the loan bill, was desirable, but that this latter was 
indispensable, and he would yield it the precedence. 

Messrs. Huntington and Evans, urged strenuously at 
least one day for the purpose of allowing senators 





= Re es 
The proposed amendment was finally Withdrawn 
Mr. J. M. Clayton renewed the inquiry put by Mr 
Evans as to the condition of the treasury, and how it 
had been brought into its present embarrassment. 
Mr. Lewis said that the administration was reaq 
to measure its financial policy with that of the o : 
silion, and he believed the government could borrow 
any amount of money that waa needed. 

Mr. Evans said that if he believed the governmen, 
could barrow money, he should feel it his duty to 
propose very considerable amendments to the bilij— 
but he believed no such thing, and he rather suspect. 
ed the chairman of the finance committee himseif 
distrusted his own opinions on the subject. i 
If a loan could be obtained, there was no earthly 
excuse for asking authority to issue $23,000,000 trea. 
sury notes. Ten millions at the outside was the 
amount that should be authorised. Mr. E. then went 
on and drew a contrast between the policy of the 
whigs, who brought up the credit of the government 
and rescued it from the bankruptcy in which it wa 
reduced by the administration of Mr. Van Buren, ang 
that of the present administration which found twelyg 
millions of surplus in the treasury to commence with 
and are now, after borrowing ten millions more, with. 
in twenty four hours of bankruptcy. 

Mr. Niles, then proposed to amend the fourth gc. 
tion of the bill by providing that the treasury notes 
should not be disposed of at a less rate than their par 
value, and thus strike out the authority given by 
the bill to the president to borrow money on the hy. 
pothecation of the notes. ; 

Mr. Niles, supported his motion in a brief speech, 

A long debate hereupoo ensued in which Messrs, 
Speight, Lewis, Evans, Huntington, Niles, J. M. Clay. 
ton, Cameron, and Sevier participated. 

Mr. Cameron supported the motion of Mr. Nik 
He was disposed to support the administration in the 
establishment of this great bank—for 1 was nothing 
else—in all proper ways. But the authority to por 
row money upon the hyyothecation of the notes. 
though he had no fear that it wouid be abused py; 
the present head of the department, would be, 
Most dangerous power in the hands of a corrupt 
Man. 

Mr. Huniington spoke in exposition of the features of 
the bill, and the financial policy of the government, 
showing the dangers of the one and the absurdity of the 
other. Mr. H. called the attention of the senate to the 
bill. There had not been good reasons given for the 
passage of the bill in the form proposed, and Mr H. 
went into the details upon the bill to show the lolly ot 
the new tariff and of the sub-treasury bill. 

Mr. Niles denounced the financial measures of the 
administration. He said the system of Mr. Walker was 
a miserable, shuffling scheme, to coax a loan trom the 
people, and the only difference between us and Mexico 
was, that while Mexico torced a loan, we endeavored to 
coax one from the people. ‘There was something wrong 
in our finances, and the languishing condition of the 
treasury was one great cause of the languishing cond: 
| tion of the war with Mexico. 
| Mr. Badger, of N.C. moved an adjournment, which 
was agreed to at five, P. M. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 





to examine and consider the bill. Mr. Speight, and 
Mr. Lewis, opposed any delay. Mr. Calhoun prefer- 
red it should not be immediately hurried into action 
today. Mr. Lewis, said the bill was introduced on the 
recommendation of the secretary of the treasury and 
the executive. 

By a vote of 24 to 24, the presiding officer casting 
in favor of Mr. Lewis’ motion, the senate proceeded 
at once to consider it in committee of the whole. 

The bill was read, and the presiding officer, after 
pausing for any amendment which might be offered, 
announced that the bill, if no amendment were offer- 
ed, would be reported to the senate. 

Mr. Evans, remarked that he had understood from 
the remarks of the honorable member from Missouri, 
that the chairman of the committee of finance, would 
address the senate, and give an exposition of the 











|so much earlier than was anticipated on the 9th De- 
/cember last, that he would tell by what means the 
treasury had become so completely exhausted. 
was expected by those more nearly connected with 
the bili and they could not expect senators to vote 
for it without some such exposition. 


Mr. L. moved to strike out the proviso to the 19th 
section. 


he makes this motion? 
Mr. Lewis. 
with the provisions which precede il. 


state stock when it isa great deal above par. Is tha 
the principle? 


Mr. Lewis. 





To purchase it at its market value. 


views of the secretary of the treasury and explain 
why thisamount of money was required at a period 


This 


Mr. Lewis, ubserved that the bill exp!ained itself. 


Mr. Evans. Will the honorable senator tell us why 
Because that proviso is incompatible 


Mr. Evans. Thea | suppose the senator intends 
lo empower the secretary of the treasury tv purchase 


Wepnespay, Jan. 20. Explanation. Mr. Jaco 
| Thompson, arose to state that he did not say, as had 
| been reported ina paper of the city that ‘neither on 
the Rio “Grande nor at Monterey, Gen. Taylor had 
shown that he was fit for a post of general com 
mand.’? Whathe did say of General Taylor was 
this, viz: “his dilatory movements after the battles of 
the 8th and 9th of May, and his capitulation at Mor 
terey, had induced the belief that he was not the 
man for the supreme command. My objection hai 
never been to the manner in which Gen. Taylor cot 
ducted himself in battle. No man has been mort 
ready than myself to do him honor for his courag 
and good conduct in the fight. But his failure to ii 
prove the advantages which he has gained by! 
valor of our troops, his tardy movements, his capil 
lation at Monterey, when, I think, a capture of 
Mexican army at Monterey would certainly have 
sulted in an early and honorable peace, these # 
my objections, and | donot wish to be misunderst 
/or misrepresented. Entertaining these opinions, 
| have considered it my duty to express them.” 

Charter of Washington. Mr. Payne, of Alabal 
obtained leave fora bill to amend the act incotf 
rating the inhabitants of the city of Washingto™ 
This bill provides that every free white male citid 
of the United States, [except alms house pau? 
lunatics, &c.] and being over 21 years of age, 
resident of the city for one year, shall be entitled 
vote for its municipal authorities. Mr. P. saié 
was the same bill which had passed the house al? 
last session and had failed in the senate. 

The bill was then passed, by yeas 136, nays 4 
t Reports. Five thousand copies of C. J. Inger 
report, made last session, on the war were orde 
| to be printed. 
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Mr. McKay, from the committee of ways and means, 
pills making appropriations for pensioners and for 
the military acadeny at West Point. Referred to 
the committee of the whole. Reports were also 
made of bills to establish a new district in North 
Michigan; to authorize the town of Dubuque to pre- 
empt certain islands, [passed]; to establish a court at 
Key West; authorising the secretary of the navy to 
test the properties of a liquid fire discovered by 
Uriah Brown, [committed]; and a bill making further 
rovision for expenses of foreign intercourse, which 
was made the order of the day for the 2d Tuesday in 





day, and therefore, moved that the co.amittee rise 
for the purpose of o'fering a resolution to close the 
debate this evening. The committee rose by the 
tellers’ count, 87 to 84, an! the resolution announced 
was moved accordingly. A motion to lay it upon the 
table was lost, and the main question was then se- 
conded and the resolution agreed to. One half hour 
only was allowed to debate the bill, and the flyor 
was given toa member from Baltimore. 

Mr. Giles expressed himsz!f as not satisfied with 
the bill, and was in favor ol an amendmeat which 


February. ja would improve it. He preferred that the government 

New Hampshire claims. Mr. Ramsay, of military | should borrow money, and not issue treasury notes, 
committee reported back the bill to settle the claims | go1ng from broker’s shop to broker’s shop to raise 
of New Hampshire, without amend nent. money. When the 19th section was reached he 

Territory of Minesota. Mr. Douglas, from the com- | should move to strike it out and to impose a tea and 
mittee on territories, to which was referred the ball | cotive tax of 20 per cent. instead, the sam2 to con- 
establishing the territorial government of Minesota, | tinue for oue year and no longer. If our country 
reported the same back to the house with an amen- | could uot go into market and raise $23,009,099, no 
datory bill. Read and committed. . | Specific pledge, (the pledge of the proceeds from the 

Public lands. Mr. MeClernand from the committee | sales of the public lands), would enable us to do it. 
on public lands, to which was referred the bill from | Those who had already toan od the goveraneat mo- 
the senate, entitled ‘An act declaring the assent of sey were as much entitled to a specific pledge as 
congress to certain states to impose a tax on all Jands | those who might borrow money hereafter. It was 
hereafter sold by the United States therein, from and | 4 useless pledge moreover, as the soldiers were to 
after the day of such sale, reported the same without Teceive such vast amounts as would make it of no 
amendment. Read a third time and passed. avail. He was opposed to making the treasury of 
Jefferson papers. Mv. Brodhead, from the joint com- | the United States a broker’s shou, as it would in this 
mittee on the iibrary, reported a bill authorising the | Wholesale issue of paper money. The present re- 
purchase and publication of the papers and manu- | Venue system of the country did not hold out any 
scripts of the late Thomas Jefferson. The bill was| hope that there would ve a surplus of revenue for 
read twice and committed. |Many years to come. The war with Mexico was 

The Indian appropriation bill, was then acted upon, | 
passed aud seul lo the senale. ot ihe treasury were insutlicient to carry it on. 


Consular sysiem. Mr. W. W. Campbell, reported a | 


ij vise the consular system of the U. States; | — 
bill tore y ’ lore, at the proper time move the amendment which 


bill to effect certain aims of the treaties with 
en and Turkey. Committed. | had beenread. When the government told the people 


Rivers. R. Smith, from the committee on roads| 
and canals, reported a bili to provide for the improve- | 
ment of the Mississippi and other rivers. Read and 
committed. 

Mr. Wentworth proposed to amend the bill report- | 
ed by his colleague, (Mr. Smith), for improving cer- | 
tain rivers, by adding—For improving the Iilimois— 
river, in the state of INinois, $100,000. For improv- | 
ing the Hudson river, in the state of New York, | 
$100,000. For improving the St. Clair Flats, in the | 
river St. Clair, in the state of Michigan, $100,000. | 





people would not object to this imposition of duty. 


secretary of the treasury, would yield $2 
least. 


lax of five per cent. upon all the schedules of the | 
tari of 1846 would yield a large amount of revenue. 
But he did not believe it, and was opposed to any such 
ludiscriminate imposition of duties. It might be, aad 
he believed was so, that soine of the articles paying | 
20 per cent. night be made to pay 30 per cent. and 
Mr. Wentworth asked that his amendment be printed | — in the 10 per ceut. schedule might be advanced | 
with the bill. ‘The amendment was co.umitted, and | 0 <U percent, Mr. Giles was cut down by the re- 


. solution for which he had voted, and was in the! 
ordered to be printed. ; _ | midst of a sentence. | 
The naval appropriation bill, for the year ending | 


; Mr. McHenry, of Ky. proposed $1 0,000, in- | 
30th June 1848, on motion of Mr. McKay, was con- | stead of 233,000,000 of we suty om i og | 
sidered in committee of the whole. Pea that holes of as low a denomination as $20 be issued. 

Mr. Culver moved to strike out the following item, yir. Winthrop, of Mass. proposed $19,0U0U,000 | 
of the bill, viz. **For pay of commission, warrant and! instead of $23,000,000. Lost. Mr. W. also pro- | 
petty officers and seamen, including the engineer | | 


. posed a limitation of the time of the payment of the 
corps of the navy, $3,292,806.” | loan to 1857, instead of 1867. cm 


Mr. Culver then went into a stirring speech, in | An amendment requiring the secretary of the On, 
which he retorted with great spirit the charge of | 


federalism which had been made against those who | 
were opposed to the war. He referred to the nu-| 
merous instances in ail the states were old federalists | by one, until he came to his proposition for the 1m- 
were now found Jeading democrats of the newest de. | position of a tax upon tea and cutfee. 

gree of progress, naming them as he went on. od Mr. Sawyer, of Onio, asked if the amendment was 
discussed the origin of the war, and treated the exe-| jy order, ‘Phe chair decided hat 1K Gas ach. Ganect | 
cutive account of it with very litthe ceremony. Io). 4 new section. : ’ = 7 
the course of his remarks he made aliusion to certain 


one Lime was voted down. 
Mr. Giles found ali his amendments rejected, one | 


votes of Mr. Sawyer, of Ohio, on the harbor bill, 

first in ts favor, and then, after the presidential veto, 

against it. 

Mr. Sawyer explained; but said he could not con- | vote. 

pemeconines : notice — speech of one who had | Mr. Giles renewed his amen imeot imposing a tax 

, : 2 ry ¢ e . e . ° 

ten guilty of ollering a Oribe | upon tea and collve as an independent section, and it 
The chair calied to order, and there was much sen- | 

| 


) Should pot exist in Mexico. The chair ruled this 


amendment hot in order, and was sustained a large 


(hey were the luxuries of life, and, according to the | possage of this act should not be considered as settling 
Ri f | 

2,900,006 at 
Some one had said that a general increase of | 


Slavery or involuntary servitude, except for crimes, | 


Mr. Rathbun thought that this bill should pass to 
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Fripay, Jan. 22. Mr. Boyd, of Ky. asked leave to 
report a dill from the select com nitiee to who.n was re- 
‘erred the bill for the iacrease of the pay of the army and 
for granting bounty lanis to soldiers. Mr. Boyd asked 
thatthe bill be printed and made the special order of 
the day for Monday, assented to by yeas LILI. nays 55. 

Peice with Mexico. Mr. Stephens, of Ga. asked leave 
to offer a resolution which he wished to have referred to 
the conimittee of the whole The resolution was read: 

Whereas, It is no leas desirable that the interest and 
hovor of our country should be cordially sustained and 
defended so lung as the present war with the Republic 
of Mexico con'inues to exist, thar that the conflict should 
not be unnecessarily prolonged, but should be terminated 
30 80)1 a3 an honorable peace can be obtained: 

Ant whereas itis balieved that a diversity of opinion 
preva‘ls to a considerable extent as to the ultimate aims 
and objects for whic the war should be prosecuted; and 
it being proper that this matter should be settled by the 
clear expression of the legislative will solemnly proclaim- 
ed to the worl. 

Be it therefore reso'ved by the senate and house of re- 
presentatives of the United States in conzress assem- 
bled, that the present war with Mexico was not waged 
with a ¥iew to coaqiest or the dismember.nent of that 
Republic by the acquisition of any portion of her territory. 

Be it further resolvel, That it is the desire of the U. 
States to terminate hostilities upon terms; honorable to 
both parties embracing a liberal settlement on our part 
of the quostions growing out of the proper and rightful 
bound wy of ‘Texas, and the full recognition and proper 
provision on her part for all the just claims of our citi- 
zens—the whole to be adjudged by negotiation to be in- 
stituted and effected according to the constitutional forms 
of each government respectively. 

Objections beins interposed, Mr. S. moved to suspend 





| 


We | 
were, therefore, bound to tay additional taxes aad | 
open new sources of revenue,and he should, there- | 


Mr. Ashmun, of Mass. offered an amendment that | 





hind was rejected, 75 to 58. 
falion in the house. bthies “ A duty of ten per cent. upon the free list was mov- 
‘ . a » y ~ “J ep 3 ° . 

a; Satoyer, - enn, ‘hein bile oft rib-tp Me. |ed and rejected, aud after wavy other amendments 
explained his reference to be a Or ” . | ad been proposed, a motion was made that the co.n- 
Culver to an individual on condition of his going into | mistns whe P . 

Masonic or Odd Fellows’ lodge, and learning the | 


| Mr. Pollock, of Penn. proposed the re 
ecrets there, and then communicating them to Mr.|,. ” : me 


, , tariff of 
-thathe might insert them in a book, with a view to | 1842. 
make money by the publication. hd 

Mr. Culver explicitly denied the charge, if made 
Nreference to him, as false from beginning to end. | 
thing could have induced him to be guilty of such | 
course of conduct, sausages or any thing else. [ Much | 
Merriment on ali sides.) The committee rose and 
€ house adjourned. 


1846, and the substitution of the tariff of | 


| similar amendments. 


$23,000,000 demonstrated the folly of the sub-treasu- 
ry bill, thatthe same be repealed. 
order. 

‘The bill at half past four o’clock, was reported to 
the house, and the amendments in committee agreed 
Tuurspay, Jan. 21. Messrs. 4shmun aad Payne) to, (none of them important.) The bill was then 
read a third time and passed, under the spur of the 
previovs question, yeas 166, nays 22. 

Wisconsin. ‘The speaker laid before the house a 
communication from the governor of Wisconsin, co- 
vering the constitution, which was laid upon the table 
and ordered to be printed. The house then adjourn- 
ed. 


ulver did the same. 

The treasury note bill of $23,000,000, coming up in 
tder, Mr. Crozier commenced a speech on the 
ane, and, deleunded Gen. Taylor against the attacks 
t Messrs, Thompson, Ficklin, and others, made some 








Mr. Rockwell proposed that as the issue of the | 


from Europe. 
| from the inayor, alderman, and board of common 
‘council of the city of New York, in relation to the 
_transshipment from the alms houses and prisons of 
|Germany, and Europe, at public expense, of pau- 
peal of the! pers and criminals, and praying the passage of a law 


, ; W343 ‘the rules, but by nays 83, yeas 76, the house refused to 
our war, Was a just war, and the ordinary receints | 


suspend. 

The house too up the private calendar, and after pro- 
gress, adjourned. 

Saturday, Jan. 23. The house resolved hereafter to 
meet at 11 o’clock, Av M. 

Post routes in Texas. The bill for establishing poat 


| 
in time of war that more taxes were necessary, the | SOUS. lexas, was taken up and and referred to the 


committee of the whole. 
Mr. Vinton, of Ohio, moved an amendment that the 


the question of boundary. 

Mr. Pillsbury, of ‘Texas, spoke strenously against the 
amenduent and in favor of the rights of the state of 
Texas. After speeches from various members, pro and 
con, Mr. Vinton’s amendment was rej:cted by yeas 67, 


nays 97; and the bill was then passed by yeas 115, nays 
50 


Resolutions. 
resolutions— ibe ; . 
Resolved, That it is expedient to prosecute the exist- 


Mr. Brown, of Va. offerred ihe following 


| ing war with Mexico with all possible vigor until that re- 


public consents to give or receive proposals for an honor- 


'able and permanent peace. 


Resolved further, That the house! will peremptorily 
vote men and money to prosecute the war in the man- 


'ner and for the purpose indicated in the foregoing reso- 


lution. 

Resolved further, That it is inexpedient toconnect 
with the subject of the war and subject of international 
policy calculated to embarrass the vigorous prosecution 
thereof. Laid on the table. 

Mr. Seaman, of N. Y., offered a bill for the relief of 


sury nol to keep out more than fifteen millions at any sick and disabled seamen, which was refered to the com- 
| tnittee on military affairs. 


Public land grants. The speaker laid before the house 


| the annual reportof the commissioner of patents, and a 
|statement from the lard office, from which it appears 
| the, following States have received grants of land amount- 
‘ing to between seven and eight millions of acres— 


Ohio, 1,978,016 acres 
Indiana, 2,339,092 “ 
lilinois, 1,649 024° * 
Arkansas, 1,489,220 * 


Mr. Hunt, of Y. Y. gave notice of a bill granting 
bounty lands to the 4th regiment of Infantry serving 
in the war with Great Britain. 

The house adjourned. 

Monvay Jan. 25. Emigrant paupers transported 
Mr. Maclay, presented a memorial 


to effectually prohibit their imposition upon the Uni- 


Kkuled to be out of order, with a score of | ted S:ates. 


Referred, on motion of Mr. Seaman, to the judicia- 
y committee. 


Secretary Walker, and unauthorized custom house of- 


Ruled out of | ficers. Mr. Rathbun, rose toa privileged question. 


Un the 23d Dec. ult., he had offered two resolutions, 
which were adopted by this house calling for 
information to be furnished by the secretary of the 
treasury, and which has not yet been furnished, 
though one of them could have been answered in 
fifleen minutes, and the other in the course of two 
or three days. 

Considerable emotion followed, in which Messrs. 
Bayly, Houston, Cobb, &c. partook; finally— 

Mr. Bayly presented the excuse of the secretary 
of the treasury, which was that the two houses of 
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342 
nee ee , 
congress had crowded him with business, and so 
much business had been done in the way of calls that 
ve had not time to answer them. He thought they 
Ought not to be answered, and had so told the secre 
tary of the treasury. He had indeed said that he 
should cffer a resolution rescinding the previous cal! 
upon the secretary. 

‘Mr. Carroll of N. Y. called the gentleman to or- 
der, ‘The house gave him permission to state the 
reasons of the secretary, and not his own intentions. 

‘The Speaker said it was necessary that the gentle- 
men should be confined to the question. 

‘Mr. ly said he had done so as far a3 was prac. 
ticable.. He had felt himself bound to say that the 

retary had not answered because the calls were 
so numerous. Mr. Walker had told him that he 
should answer them according to their importance. 
ance. 

Mr. Davis of Ky. offered the following: 

Resolved, That a select committee of five be raised 
to inquire whether the secretary of the treasury has 
failed or refused to furnish to this house any infor- 
mation called for by itof him, and also to inquire 
into the cause of such failure or refusal, and that 
said committee have power to send for persons and 
papers, and report.to this house. 

The vote being put, and the presiding officer 
reversing his previous decision to entertain the reso- 








swer it until the close of the session, | 


Mr. Davis moved to postpone the special order, | sions 


with the view of offering his resolutions as an inde- 
pendent position. | 

This was rejected by yeaa and nays, 111 to 63, and | 
the house went into committee of the whole upon the | 
special order. 

Pay of the army. The bill to increase the pay of | 
the non-con:missioned officers,musicians and privates | 
of the army of the United States, and the militia and | 
volunteers in the service of the same, and allowing | 
them bounty land in certain cases, was, taken up in | 
committee of the whole, Mr. McClernand in the! 
chair. | 

The bill was further discussed by Mesrss. Perry. 
of Md., Houston of Ala., and Thomasson of Ky. | 

The committee then rose, and the house adopted | 
a resolution to terminate farther debate on the bill | 


at 2 o’clock to-morrow. 
Increase of light artillery. 


regiments of artillery two companies, and the presi- | 
dent to be empowered to designate four additional | 
companies, obe in each regiments, to be equipped as | 
light artillery, besides those authorized by act of! 
March, 2d 1821, and which when mounted to re-| 
ceive same pay as do the dragoons. Also to allow 
additional rations to the adjutant general, and to the 
quarter master genera}. 

The house adjourned. 


Tvespay Jan. 26. Mr. Roberts, of Miss., present- | 
ed the credentials of his colleague, Mr. Ellett, elec-| 
ted to fill the vacancy occasioned by the resignation | 
of Mr. Davis, elected a colonel] in the Mississippi | 
regiment of volunteers. ‘The new member was qual- | 
ified and took his seat, and the house went into com 
mittee of the whole, and took up the bill for the 
® Increase of the pay of the army. ‘The bill was open to | 
debate until 2 o’clock under the order adopted. | 

Mr. McDowell, of Ohio, and Mr. Harmanson, of 
La. spoke briefly in favor of the bill. | 

The debate was continued by Mr. JVick, of la., 
who expressed the hope that the invading army of | 
Mexico shall yet be piaced by the president under) 
the orders of some individual of his own political | 
party instead of the command of officers who are | 
whig in principle and under whom the war may. 
otherwise ‘‘frizzie out.” 

Mr. Smith of I11., Pollock, of Pa., and Boyd, con- | 
tinued the debate. 

The committee being without a quorum, the house | 
adjourned. 


——— en 
LETTER FROM GENERAL TAYLOR. 








— 


We lay before our readers the following letter, 
which tells its own story too well to need any com- 
ment. It is but just, however, to its heroic writer, 
whose.courage and judgment are equalled only by 
his honesty and modesty, to state that it was written | 
to a near friend and relative, now resident in this 
city, endeared to him by very many years of person- 
al intimacy, to whom he unbosoms all his purposes, 
opiriens, an! feclings, without the least reserve.— 
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ing public a communication of this nature, did not 
the recent manifestations of the envious malignity 
of the administration and its servants and friends 
towards the man who alone has saved them and the 
country from the consequences of their rashness, 
ignorance, and incapacity, make it necessary and just 
that the object of their base detraction should, at 
this critical moment, be heard in his own defence, 
by the whole people, in his own simple and honest 
language. We have more of this sort to communi- 
cate, and shall soon be able to show that, in his de- 
fence against his own secret personal enemies and 
selfish detractors, as well as against the armed ene- 
mies of his country, the old hero of the Rio Grande 


had a very large and strong fortification, a short ¢ 
tance from the city, which, if carried with the bay. 
onet, must have been taken at great sacrifice of |ife. 
and, with our limited train of heavy or battering aptii. 
lery, it would have required twenty or twenty five 
days to take it by regular approaches, 


is ever “Rough and Ready.” 


of August, 
only a short time since for which I beg leave to ten- 
der to you my sincere thanks. 
remarks on certain public transactions are here 
omitted. ] 


. prs . . the Qr. Master’s department, in getting steamboats 
lution as a privileged question, and casting his vote | jnto the Rio Grande adapted to its navigation, I suc- 
against it, the house thereby refused to entertain it.) seeded, towards the latter part of August, in throw- 

After some remarks from Messrs. Schenk and jng forward to Camargo, (a town situated on the 


Rathbun, in relation to the secretary’s contempt of San Juan river, three miles from its junction with 
the positive “direction” given to him by the house, | the Rio Grande, on the west side, nearly 500 miles 
and of a rumor of his having said he would not an- | from Brazos Island by water and 200 by land, and 


| Aecordingly, after collecting 1,700 pack mules, with 


| which had much to do in determining my course in 


, in doing,) we should in all probability, have lost fifty 





The ttictd wecle cet Lawe tsken the liberty of mak- 


(N.Y. Express. 


Headquarters Army of Occupation, or invasion, 
Monterey, Mexico, Nov. 5, 1846. 


My DEAR * + * © © & # 
Your very kind and acceptable letter of the 31st 
_ eee 9, SoS | eee. 


[A few confidential 


After considerable apparent delay on the part of 


140 from this place,) a considerable depot of provi- 
, ordnance, ammunition, and forage, and then, 
having brought together an important portion of my 
command, | determined on moving on this place.— 


their attendants and conductors, in the enemy’s 
country, (the principal means of transportation for 
our provisions, baggage, &c.,) I left, on the 5th of 
September, to Join my advance, which had preceded 
me a few days to Serralvo, a small! village 75 miles 
on the route, which I did on the 9th, and, after wait- 
ing there a few days for some of the corps to get 
up, moved on and reached here on the 19th, with 
6,250 men—2,700 regulars, the balance volunteers. 
For what tcok place afterwards, I must refer you to 
several reports,—-particularly to my detailed one of 
the 9th ult. I do not believe the authorities at Wash- 
ington are at all satisfied with my conduct in regard 
to the terms of capitulation entered into with the 


organ, and copied into various other newspapers. | 
have this moment received an answer (to my des- 
patch announcing the surrender of Monterey, and 
the circumstances attending the same,) from the se- 
cretary of war, stating that ‘‘it was regretted by the 
president that it was not advisable to insist on the 
terms | had proposed in my communication to the 
Mexican commander, in regard to giving up the 
city,”—adding that “the circumstances which dictat- 
ed, no doubt justified the change.” Although the 
terms of capitulation may be considered too liberal 
on our part by the president and his advisers, as well 
as by many others at a distance, particularly by those 
who do not understand the position which we occu- 
pid, (otherwise they might come to a different con. 
clusion in regard to the matter,) yet, on due reflec- 
tion, 1 see nothing to induce me to regret the course 
1 pursued. 


The proposition on the partof General Ampudia, 


the matter, was based on the ground that our govern- 
ment had proposed to his to settle existing difficul- 
ties by negotiation, (which 1 knew was the case, 
without knowing the result,) which was then under 
cunsideration by the proper authorities, and which 
he (Gen. Ampudia,) had no doubt would result fa- 
vorably, as the whole of his people were in favor of 
peace. If so, 1 considered the further effusion of 
blood not only unnecessary, but improper. ‘Their 
furce was also considerably larger than ours; and 
from the size and position of the place, we could not 
completely invest it; so that the greater portion of 
their troops, if pot the whole, had they been disposed 
lo do so, could, any night, have abandoned the city, 
at once, entered the mountain passes, and effected 
their retreat,—do what we could! Had we been put 
to the alternative of taking the place by storm, 
(which there is no doubt we should have succeeded 


or one hundred men in killed, besides the wounded,— 
which I wished to avoid, as_ there appeared to be a 
prospect of peace, even if a distant one. I also 
wished to devoid the destruction of women and chil- 
dren, which must have been very great, had the 


— 


. 
ig. 


That they should have surrendered a place nearly 


as strong 28 Quebec, well fortified under the direc. 
tion of skilful engineers,—their works garnisheq 


with forty two pieces of artillery, abundantly Sup. 
plied with ammunition, garrisoned by 7,000 regu. 
lars and 2,000 irregular troops, in addition to some 
thousand citizens capable of, (and no doubt acty. 
ally) bearing arms, and aiding in its defence,—to ap 
opposing force of half their number, scantily sup. 
plied with provisions, and with a light train of arti). 
lery,—is among the unaccountable occurrences of 
the times. 


I am decidedly opposed to carrying the war be. 
yond Saltillo in this direction, which place hay 
been entirely abandoned by the Mexican forces, a]! 
of whom have been concentrated at San Luis Potosi; 
and | shall lose no time in taking possession of the 
former as soon as the cessation of hostilities refer. 
red to expires,—which | have notified the Mexi. 
can authorities will be the close on the 13th in. 
stant, by direction of the President of the United 
States. 


If we are (in the language of Mr. Polk and Ge. 
neral Scott) under the necessity of ‘‘conquering a 
peace,’ and that by taking the capital of the coun. 
try,—we must go to Vera Cruz, take that place, and 
then march on the city of Mexico. To do so inany 
other direction, I consider out of the question. But, 
admitting that we conquer a peace by doing so—say, 
at the end of the next twelve months—will the 
amount of blood and treasure, which must be expend- 
ed in doing so, be compensated by the same? I think 
not—especially, if the country we subdue is to be 
given up; and | imagine there are but few individuals 
in our country who think of annexing Mexico to the 
United States. 


I do not intend to carry on my operations (as pre- 
viously stated) beyond Saltilio,—deeming it next to 
impracticable todo so. It then becomes a question 
as to what is best to be done. It seems to me, the 
most judicious course to be pursued on our part, 
would be to take possession at once, of the line we 
would accept by negotiation, extending from the 
Gulf of Mexico to the Pacific, and occupy the same, 
or keep what we already have possession of; and 


— j ith ‘TP i thi e to take in the 
Mr. Haralson,from mli- Mexican commander, which you no doubt have seen, | ee “) PB paged Mocs as I can get the 
tary committee,iniroduced a bill to add in each of the’ as they have been made public through the official | ; 


means of transportation,) will give us all on this side 
of the Sierra Madre, and as s0on as I occupy Sal: 
tillo, will include six or seven states or provinces, 
thus holding Tampico, Victoria, Monterey, Saltillo, 
Monclova, Chihuahua, (which | presume General 
Wool has possession of by this time) Santa Fe and 
the Califurnias, and say to Mexico, ‘drive us from 
the country!’—throwing on her the responsibi- 
lity and expense of carrying on offensive war—at 
the same time closely blockading al! ner ports on the 
Pacific and the Gulf. A course of this kind, if per 
severed in for a short time, would soon bring her to 
her proper senses, and compel her to sue for peace— 
provided there is a government in the country sufb- 
ciently stable for us to treat with, which I fear will 
hardly be the case for many years to come. Wilh 
out large reinforcements of volunteers from the U. 
| States—say ten or fifteen thousand, (those previous 
| ly sent out having already been greatly reduced by 
sickness and other casualties) 1 do not believe! 
would be advisable to march beyond Saltillo, which 
is more than 200 miles beyond our depots on the Rio 
Grande—a very long line on which to keep up slp 
plies (over a land route in a country like this) for 4 
large force, and certain to be attended with an e& 
pense which it wiil be frightful to contemplate, whe 
closely looked into. 


From Saltillo to San Luis Potosi, the next plect 
of importance on the road to the city of Mexico, # 
three hundred miles—one hundred and forty bail! 
watered, where no supplies of any kind could be 
procured for men or hotses, I have informed tht 
war department that 20,009 efficient men would 
necessary to insure success if we move on that pla 
—(acily containing a population of 60,000, yoer™ 
the enemy could bring together and sustain, besid 
the citizens, an army of 50,000) a force which | 
prehend will hardly be collected by us with the ns 
necessary to feed it as well as to transport varit 
other supplies, particularly ordnance and mun ition 
of war. 


In regard to the armistice, which would have ef 
pired by Jimitation in a few days, we lost nothing 
it as we could not move even now, had the ene 








storming process heen resorted to. Besides, they 


continued to occupy Saltillo; for, strange to 527; 6 
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first wagon which has reached me since the declara- 
tion of war was on the 2d instant, the same day on 
which I received from Washington an acknowledge- 
ment of my despatch announcing the taking of Mon- 
terey; and then | received only 125, so that I have 
peen, since May last completely crippled, and am 
still so, for want of transportation. After raking 
and scraping the country for miles around Camargo, 
collecting every pack mule and other means of trans- 
rtation, I could bring here only 80,000 rations, 
(fifteen day’s supply,) with a moderate supply of 
ordnance, ammunition, &c., to do which, all the corps 
had to leave behind a portion of their camp equipage 
necessary for their comfort, and, in some instances, 
among the volunteers, their personal baggage. 1 
moved in such a way, and with such limited means, 
that, had I not succeeded, 1 should no doubt have 


been severely reprimanded, if nothing worse. I did 
go to sustain the administration, * * . 
s * x * 8 


Of the two regiments of mounted men from 
Tennessee and Kentucky, who left their respective 
states to join me, in June, the latter has just reached 
Camargo; the former had not got to Matamoros at 
the latest dates from there. Admitting that they 
will be as long in returning as in getting here, (to 
say nothing of the time necessary to recruit their 
horses) and were tobe discharged in time to reach 
their homes, they could serve in Mexico but a very 
short time. The foregoing remarks are not made 
with the view of finding fault with any one, but to 
point out the difficulties with which | have had to 
contend. 


Monterey, the capital of New Leon, is situated on 
the San Juan River, where it comes out of the moun. | 
tains, —the city (which contains a population of about | 
twelve thousand) being in part surrounded by them, | 
at the head of a large and beautiful valley. 


make tiem euch a fortress within itself. 





a ene ~— + ee ee 
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the most important measures, deeply involving the honor 
and welfare of the American people, hurried througa 
the house without discussion—without illustration 
whilst day after day is frequently consumed on some 
unimportant or frivolous subject. 


If this system coatinues to be pursued, the house of 
representalives might be superseded, without los3 or in- 
convenience, by the treasurer of the bureau, which dic- 
tates in this instance, at least, its legislation. 

WM. S. MILLER, 

Representative of the 3d Congressional district N. Y. 

ASHINGTON, Jan. 22, 1847, 


tea and coffee; it is not the waging of a war of 
conquest and aggrandizement; it ia not the accum- 
ulation of blundering and stupid measures of public 
policy, moral, military, financial; it is not any one of 
these causes, nor all combined, that can utterly des- 
troy the credit of twenty millions of people, backed 
by the resources of a continent, and enjoying the 
markets of the world. 1 admit, however, that these 
combined causes may compel even the United States 
to raise money at desperate sacrifices,and at discred- 
itable rates; at sacrifices too desperate and rates 
too discredttable to authorize us to pass this bill, or 
any similar bill, whtlst these causes are in full operas 
lion. 


Mr. Chairman: The secretary of the treasury comes 
into the market of the world for a loan of $28,000,- 
000! He must, in his emergency, apply to the capi. 
talists of his own country or of Europe. He must 
negotiate onthe Exchange of London, or the Bourse 
of Paris, or in Hollland, or he must be accommoda- 
ted in Wall street, State street, or Chesnut street. 
He is driven to deal with those odious monopolists, 
the banks, and to make himself at home with bro. 
kers and money dealers. The country is in war, 
and must have money. 


* 

] am ready, however, to vote supplies to any ex- 
tent the administration may ask. The credit and 
henor of the country must be sustained, cost what it 
may. The bill specially provides that none of the 
proposed loan, or stocks, or notes, shall be issued at 
less than par. Do we not all Know, sir, the impossibility 
of giving a fictitious value to public securities by le- 
gislation? This game has been tried in other coun- 
rie tries, and Jaws have been passed making it penal 
Mr. Walker thon must go to capitalists, and the | in subjects to refuse the paper money of government 
first question which these gentlemen ask him is, | at its face. United States stocks are now selling at 
“Well, Mr. Secretary, how stand the United States |97, Will they rise when Mr. Walker sends anew 
securities?” “Why,” says Mr Walker, ‘tit must be | supply of them into market? But, if the stocks 
confessed they are but poorly; they stood at 115 | do not rise, where is Mr. Walker to get the money 
when I took hold of the treasury; and now I find they | from? Borrow iton a pledge of treasury noies! He 
are below par!” “Butwhat other inducement can | cannot sell at less than par; but the act is intended to 
you hold out than a fall of about one per cent. a| give him, I believe, authority to pledge the treasury 
month in your securities? Give us some better proof; notes at par, and to obtain such sums on them as he 
of your financiering skill, Mr. Walker.” can. He can pledge an hundred thousand dollars +* 

“T have reduced the tariff,” says Mr. Walker, ‘till | 8ix per cent. at par, and receive thereon only $85,Gu0 
I find I cannot get along with the ordinary disburse- | or $50,000, as he can bargain, leaving the difference 
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ments of Government without a tax on tea and cof- 
fee.” ‘Good again,” says the capitalist. ‘And 


what else have you done to facilitate your borrow- | 


as addditional security. If such is rot the intention 
of the last clause of the fourth section, it is a,use- 
less one. 


The | ing negotiation?” 
houses are of stone in the Moorish style, with Sat} to christen sundry strong boxes in a certain act men- 
roofs, which, with their strongly inclosed yards and | tioned ‘The Treasury of the United States,and to set 
gardens, in high stone walls all looped for mu:ketry, | apart the gold and silver in the country for the spe- 


‘I have prevailed upon congress/ But when he has pledged all that the capitalists 


can take of him, what then? He will pay public 
creditors with them—he will buy with them. How, 
|Mr. Chairman? Will he force those creditors to 





_ [tis the | cial uses of the government, to be weighed and | take treasury notes selling at 97 or 90 for their face 
most inportant place in Northern Mexico, (or on | counted, and piled up in my strong boxes.” 


the east side of the Sierra Madre, commanding the | 


‘in specie? Thisis out of the question. How then? 


Such are the inducements which the see’ry of the | Why he must pay just as much more in treasury 


only pass or road for carriages from this side, be- | treasury can hold out to the capitalists! It is on such | notes as (he treasury notes are bringing in the mar- 


tween it and the Gulf of Mexico, to the table lands 


| arguments he goes out to borrow money. 


The dis- | ket less than par. If the notes are at ten per cent. 


of the Sierra, by or through which, the city of Mexico! gcipous result of his measure on the credit of his | discount, the war and navy departments are charged 


can be reached. 


I much fear | shall have exhausted your patience, 
before you get half through this long and uninterest- 
ing letter. If so, you can only commit it to the 
flames, and think no more about it, as I wrile in 
great haste, besides being interrupted every five 
Minutes; so that you must make great allowances 
for blots, interlineations and bluoders, as well as 
Want of couneciion in many parts of the same. 


Be so good as to present me most kindly to your 


P excellent lady, and accept my sincere wishes for 


your continued health, prosperity and fame. 
{ remain, truly and sincerely, your friend, 


Z. TAYLOR. 
Pr TE EE 


THE TREASURY NOTE AND LUAN BILL. 








As the majority in the house of representatives refused 
to allow any uc bate whatever upon the bili authorizing a 
loan oF Issue of $23,000,0U9, oue of the ine:nbers avail- 
ed himself of the public press to send remarks he pre- 
pared for the occasiun tu the public, an expedient by the 
Way, that ought to and soon w.il sipercede much of the 
Waste of the ume of our lezisla ive 8 ssions. Not haviag 
tom for the entre wrticie in this number we extract 


that part wi a which imvsily Dears Upoa the lumediate fi- | the people. 


Dauclui Cui:cerus of the country. 
TO MY CONSTIUKNTS. 


Ideem it my duty to publist the following speech, 
Which | had prepared to deliver on the flocr of the house 
of representatives of the Uniled States on the bill “au- 
thorizing the issue of treasury noies, alvan, and for 
other purposes.” lu view of the constitutional organi- 
mation of that body, a decent regard to public opinion 
Would seem to require that all bills authorizing the crea- 
lion of a national debi stiould there receive a deliberate 
Consideration. Yet, un the 21si day of January instant, 
bill for raising, on the credu of ihe United States, and 
BP edge of the public domain, the large sun of 323,000,- 

Was Called up and put on its passage by the arbitra- 
, application of the “previous question” —alluwing fur 
SCussion just one hour und twenty minutes! —without 
anf expusition from the secretary of the treasury—with- 
any report from the committee—without any expla 

; *on even from their chairman of its effects upon the 
edit of the country, its currency, or its business. | pri- 


malely appealed to the chairman of the committee re- 


ae the bill and the administraiun members to post- 
one 2 poarage one day only, in order to give me and 
naval 1ance of being heard on its merits. Butit was 

aling—no debate could be permitted! ‘Thus are 





country has no influence on him, and he obstinately | just ten per cent. more fur the articles they purchase 
| persists in them, in contempt of the experience of | than is paid by those who deal in the common curren- 
'mankind, and as if reckless at what cost to the na-|cy of the country. It amounts to the same thing in 
| tion he should avoid the humiliation of his own van.| theenj. This provision by law, that these notes 
lity ahd self-esteem. War to the knife against man- sould never be sold at less than par, would be well 
| ulacturing establishments and protected industry!— | enough 11 we could also provide that they should 
| War to the knife against banking institutions and | "ever he worth less than par. Suppose an individ- 
moneyed meu! Crush them, trample them, strip , a! merchant should take the ground that he would 
them; and yet go to them, cap in hand, and modest- | never pay more thad six per cent. for money, and 
ly beg aloan of $28,000,000, which would enable | money is worth ten percent. He finds himself com- 
the treasury, with the aid of their strong boxes and | pelled to borrov, but adheres to his determina- 
clumsy financiering, to beggar half the business men i he goes to the wall of course. He fails. The 
in the land. government can no more keep its notes at par, when 
| they are not worth par, than a merchant can. 


Now, Mr. Chairman, we have got large loans to | ; ve 
make. With theincreasing expenses of a war ex. 1 will hope, therefore, that the provision for pledg- 
Let the secreta- 


tending datly the area of its operations, and with a | "8 vigaree’ ass “" nebgen ~— } d 
remoter prospect of concluding it than we had at its | TY 8° ay re "t a6 any Sener eee fair. 
commencement, it is idle to doubt that millions on | — woan or, ag. ad wae openly and pie. 
millions of dollars will be required for its prosecu- | !9 for ee LB mi + eo country will a 
| tion and completion. However we may regard this ey woe + A rigdy: geri ding Gh piles. . 
war, it will be carried on. Our fleets and armies j all know that. Let it me ee ~ the light of day.— 
must be maintained; supplies will be voted to any ier gc it. ; are ih a A ca 
j;and every extent that may be deemed necessary, | xs dhe vrs yt 7" patil aan mane 808, Fe Oey Se 
| and our free republic will be added to the long list | Oey ae 

of the nations which have squandered their substance Sir, | intend to vote the supplies, whatever shape 
in wars for the glory of their rulers and the entail- | the Dill may take a protesting against fthe means by 
ment of poverty, distress, debt, and dishonor upon | which they are raised, and exposing these flagrant 
-absudities to the people. For, sir, though it is not in 





| } . . 
| The Mexican war will continue at an annual ex- | the power of the minority in this house to control 


‘events: though we cannot avert the evils which 


pense of $50,000,000. And I am only anxious that 


| it should be conducted at the cost of ‘those who are “ireaten us; though we cannot save the credit and 


| nothing, absolutely nothing, to retrieve the waning | 


waging it, and not at the cost of the rising or com hovor of we wersgpebd. though we cannot put aside 
ing generations. You cannot legislate public stocks | %® burdens which, successful or unsuccessful, war 
into a value which they do not mtrinsicaily possess, | 2!W@yS Dinds upon the neck of the people; yet we 
and, by merely passing a loan bill, whether of stocks | C4" show the people how aod why it is that they 
or treasury notes, you cannot substantially relieve the | suffer, and -_ 1 —— reckoning the authors and 
distresses of the secretary. By giving Mr. Walker | Pe ae Mc rate Me aI nas ay mt the 
cere eninge Palin ceded OF sechet terre 1 a ‘tax upon tea and coffee’’ he shall be bard pushed 


credit and honor of the country. You are doing) And why, sir? 

nothing to increase public confidence, or to enable; First of all,on account of the Susrreasury. I[ 
him to borrow the first dollar with any additional 'do not propose to examine in detail the objections 
facility. Wemay go on, sir, and raise the mon-| to this barbarous system ofcollecting and disbursing 
ey in spite of a reduced tariff, in spite of a sub-trea-| the public moneys; though it strikes at tbe root of ci- 
sury, in spite of a war with Mexico, in spite of in-| vilization, and lends all the aid and authority of our 
creased expenditures and an increased debt. In | great republic to the undoing of that credit and con- 
spite of any and all these evils, on some terms or| fidence among men which have been for centuries 
other, in some market out or other,the United States | the substitutes for gold and silver, and have multi- 


| lo get his money on decent terms. 





can get all the money they want for this war, or any | plied to an indefinite extent the resources and the 
other war in which they may be unfortunately enga- | comforts of mankiod. It is enough for me, sir, that 
ged. Itisnotthe withholding of a petty tax upon on ils first suggestion it met with the decided con- 
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émnation of our people. Mr. Van Buren made an 
appeal to the “‘sober second thought” of that people, 
and the answer was more emphatic and more indig- 
nant than at first. It swept from the board all the 
men who had been mainly instrumental in introdu- 
cing and recommending this odious and despotic 
measure. Once, twice, thrice, the people pronoun- 
ced against it, and it wasdead and buried, as we 
all thought, in the common grave of ‘obsolete ideas.’ 
No one seriously imagined that any sane politician 
would attempt to revive it: and yet one of the first 
measures of this administration and of this congress, 
among many other equally extreme and violent man- 
ifestations of party feeling and purpose, was to set 
this machine agoing again, armed with all its origi- 
nal powers of destruction. And, in Heaven’s name, 
for what possible good purpose? What evil was it to 
remedy? What desirable result was it to accomplish? 
What was it but a monstrous project to sever the 
mutual moneyed relations and dependencies of the 
people and the government? What was it but the 


withdrawal of the aid and countenance of govern- 
ment from the system of confidence and credit. If 
this system is not safe for the government it 1s not 
safe for the people. The credit system resis on the 
mutual trust, favor, and sympathy of the government 
and the people. Both must have an interest in main- 
taining it. Withdraw from it the countenance of 
government, to that extent you impair its efficiency 
and usefulness, anc to the same extent you cripple 
the energies and the industrial resources of the peo- 
ple; all classes of the people, sir—farmers, mechan- 
ics, laborers, manufacturers, merchants. This inev- 
itably reacts upon the government, and Mr. Walker 
finds this reaction when he goes intothe market to 
borrow money. 

To illustrate some of the topics I have thus dis- 
cussed by reference to details. A merchant myself, 
] know something practically of those matters, and 
we may say pretty safely that even the best shoe- 
makers cannot know where the shoe pinches like 
him who wears it. 





introduction of settled and permanent distinctions 





| havea statement before me which may convince 


between the currency of the community and the cur | gentlemen that government can carry en all its op- 


rency of its rulers? 
those financial sympathies between the head and the 
members of the body politic, which can best give, or 
that can alone give, life and impulse to the whole?— 
What bui vesting inthe great financial operator of 
the country a monopoly of the coin, and thus an un- 
limited contro] over al! our business and enterprise? 
What but giving to politicians in place an absolute 
money power uncontrollable, irresponsible, to attain 
which we have laughed to scorn the improvements 


and the experience of ages, and sacrficed the business | 


and hopes of the nation? 


Why, sir, whata spectacle does this legislation 
exhibit! We are near the middle of the nineteenth 
century, and by the agencies of the printing press 
and the steam engine in the diffusion of intelligence 
and the interchange of communication, we are ena- 
bied to profit by the accumulated wisdom of all 
time and space. Whathas been done in past ages 
is laid up for us and spread abroad in the land.— 
Whatis doing for the advancement of science and 
civilization travels with almost lightning celerity from 
nation to nation. Never wasa people better situa- 
ted than ours are to know and profit by every thing 
that the mind of man has accomplished or can de- 
vise for the amelioration of our condition and the 
general progress of our race. We had largely pro- 
fited by our noble opportunities We had seen a 
system of confidence and credit, supplanting the 
hard-money system of earlierand ruder ages, sub- 


stituting an inexpensive scrip of paper for ingots of | 


gold aud silver in conducting the complicated trans- 
actions of mankind, andcarrying millions on mil- 
lions from one extremity of the worid to the other 
by amere stroke of the pen. Gold in New York 
gave us credit at Canton; creditin New York or 


Canton gave us creditin London or New Orleans.— | 


Thus the decreasing supply of the precious metals 
did not diminish the general circulation of the 


world. The deficiencies of gold and silver were made | 


good by the immaterial! substitute and representative 
uf property that existed and stil] exists in the shape 
of commercial confidence and credit. In the enjoy- 


ment and use of these substitutes for the precious | 


metals—the equally precious substitutes of integrity, 
enterprise, skill, ingenuity—we have seen the tre- 
sources and energies of this country developed to an 


extent that with the oldcurrency of the werid would | 


have been impracticable, and under any system of 
things is almost incredible. It is because men have 
had confitenee in each other and their government, 
and because the masses throughout the world have 
had confidence in our free institutions, and because 
we have been able to give form and substanee to this 
confidence by a cheap instead of a costly represen- 
tive, that from three millions of people we have be- 
come twenty millions—that from an impoverished 
and exhausted confederacy of thirteen states, we 
have become the mighty, rich, and powerful empire 
that we now are, proudly rivalling the only free ua- 
tion on the face of eartn that has profited to the 
same extent we have by these improved instruments 
and agencies of commerce. If we were to break up 
our noble fleets of merchantmen, strip them of sails, 
and explode our steam engines, and undertake to 
carry on our immense commerce with the remoteat 
nations by means of Roman galleys or Indian canoes, 
we should exhibit buta faint type of the fatuity 
which contemplates the abandonment or the destruc- 
tion of the credit system and a return to the sole use 
of the precious metals, as either the commercial or 
popular currency of the country, } 

Aod now, sir, what isthe great evil—the para- 
mount, overshadowing, insurmountable evil—which 
results from the repudiation of this system by gov- 
ern-nent, and the return, on their part, to the bar- 
hapOus tet s@i ok ee ae Dey? he great blow ts the 


What but the annihilation of| erations with the same facility as banks and mer- 


‘chants in the ordinary currency ofthe country. The 
| Operations of government are not so large nor of 
such a nature as to demand any different or any bet- 
ter currency for their transactions, or compel them 
to resort to any legislation exclusively for their sup- 
posed benefit. The statement to which I reter isa 
memorandum of the business of only six of the 
twenty-three banks in the city of New York, show- 
ing their business fur ten consecutive days from the 
first to the 10th of December, inclusive. The sum 
| total of receipts for that period exceeds sixty millions 
two hundred thousand dollars, and the sum total of 
payments also exceeds sixty millions—making trans- 
actions exceeding the amount of one hundred and 
twenty-millions, or about twelve millions a day.— 
On all these transactions there was received and 
paid out in specie under two hundred thousand dol- 
| lars, Or something less than twenty thousand dollars 
aday. The vast residue was received and paid out 
without disbursing a single dollar of coin, and this 
whole business completed easily in the banking peri. 
od of five hours. 

Now, sir, if the subtreasury system is necessary or 
judicious in conducting the moneyed operations of 
the government, it mustbe equally wise in its appli- 
cation tothe moneyed affairs of individuals. Suppose 
for a moment thatthe $12,000,000 in question were 
daily weighed and counted in the six banks | have 
mentioned, bagged or barrelled, and carted about the 
city, tv be carted back again probably to their origi- 
| nal places of deposite. ‘Io ail this trouble and vexa- 
_tion must ,be added the loss of time, the liability 
(of mistake in the counting, the expense of trans- 
portation, and the risk of dishonesty in the carri- 
| ers. 


| And when we reflect, Mr. Chairman, that these 
daily twelve millions of doilars represent transac- 
| tions with every state and every depot of provisions 
_and merchandise in the Union, and with every quar- 
ter of the globe, we cannot but wonder at the sim- 
| plicity and cheapness of the contrivances by which 
| the necessary transfers of value are so readily effec- 
ted; and we cannot but still more wonder at the ut. 
| ter folly aud ignorance which would withdraw the 
government of this country from the enjoyment 
| or the recognition of their manifold advantages. 
The specie basis of all these transactions does not 
-exceed three millions of dollars in the vaults of the 
'bavks to which I have referred. The actual basis 
is millions of property, whichis passed from hand 
to hand by the symbols of credit and confidence in 
/use among merchants. Now, this specie basis, by 
| the subtreasury act, is put under the control or into 
the hands of the receiver of public moneys in the 
‘cityof New York. Hecan abstract it from the 
_banks, and pile it up in the treasury of the United 
‘States. The law makes it imperative on him tore 
ceive it, and nothing else, in the discharge of the 
public dues, and to keep at after it is collected in his 
_own coffers, aud to muke his own payments in it.— 
| What a state of things must this produce in time of 
| peace, at the season of the year,when there is a large 
-aniount of duties receivable. Why, sir it makes gold 
|and silver no longer a currency, but an article of 
/mefchandive. Specie will derive a fictitious value 
\from the fact of there being iarge amounts wanted 
forthe payment of duties at the custom-house, which 
|must be paid, and for which gold and siver must be 
/got at all hazards. ‘The law is inexorable—there can 
be no relief, 

Look at the power that is thus given to a sTaTuTE, 
‘that must have its operation under any and all cir- 
cumstances. ‘The evilmay be postponed by neutral- 
izing evils. The curse of tne subtreasury may be 
averted by wars, and the expenditures wars bring 
with them, and the necessity of treasury loans and 
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treasury notes, or the issue in other words of poy. din’ 
ernment paper, receivable in the payment of Public poder ) 
dues. This course of things may for a while disarm or tot 
the subtreasury of some of its mischief. But sooner higher 
or later the mischief must come; and at that moment be in | 
the secretary of the treasury will hold in his hands dicatic 
the destinies of the trading community. sitio 

You have given toan act of yours a power, which | aos 
it will inevitably one day exercise, despotic over pri. and tt 
vate rights,commercial interests, and the genera} suffer | 
welfare—a despotism more monstrous and hideoys contrat 
than any otheron the face of the globe, because jeave; 
there is no human discretion or human charity which laid up 
can be invoked to arrest its career of widespread up, (a! 
ruin. It is only your intervention which can prevent did not 
such a calamity as I have foreshadowed, and that ing as 
must anticipate its coming. When the evil is at himsel 
work it will be too late. to mak 

Tus act, sir, must and wili be repealed. If we quired, 
are wise we shall repeal it ourselves. Repealed jt North | 
will be, for its practical inconvenience; repealed, as Lear 
a financial absurdity; repealed, as a relapse into the ] fee 
darkness of barbarism; repealed, as at variance with senator 
the habits of our people, and a statute insult to their dicate t 
intelligence; repealed, as a reproach to Civilization dangerc 
and the spiritof the age. Repealed it will be—if tions of 
not by the present or the next congress, at furthest shall d 
by that which will greet the advent of a new admin- peating 
istration—an administration which | hope will repair tween | 
the evils, correct the blunders, supply the deficien. appoint 
cies of the present, and exhibit more energy and de. the peo 
votion in works that may benefit and bless mankind tion. 
that the present has exhibited in its works of over- It wat 
throw, subjugation and destruction. ber Jast, 

Mr Chairman, 1 remember among the arguments out to tk 
urged against this system in former debates was informe 
the suggestion that it created one currency for the offering | 
office holders and another for the people, and tended was the 
to monopolize what its authors called the better cur- the retut 
rency for the office holders. Now, sir, did you ever so long a 
see a pay day in the departments? The time was when appointa 
a clerk took his wages in a bit of paper, perhaps that te declir 
he could put it into his waistcoat pocket, and which son and | 
answered his purpose without any inconvenience.— ask me ti 
Now,!1am informed, his monthly or quarterly sti- that ther 
pend is sent toevery employer of the government would sti 
in a canvass bag, which is kindly loaned him by the ration; @ 
disbursing officer to carry home his ponderous wa- done me, 
ges in. Each of these bags is marked and number. definitive 
ed, and is labelled in conspicuous characters, ‘‘bring 9 Septembe 
back the bag!” Mr. Chairman, [ fancy 1 can see that the p 
this interesting procession, on the first or last day has been ¢ 
of the month, as the case may be. wending their B® Carolina 
way from the respective government buildings, each virtue of 
member of it bearing his bag. ‘hey make the cir- lands or t 
cuit of the city, paying here and there the little On the co 
monthly bills, and soon find they have nothing left senator tr 
but their bags. They unite again, ina melancholy Bi mght hay 
procession to replace their empty bags, valued one Be ppointme 
cent each, in the treasury of the United States. The BB thing Jike 
only advantage that has hitherto accrued to the office HR—fora pu 
holders from the introduction of the subtreasury has Hi from Nort 
been the privilege of paying their debts in gold and BB live imagi 
silver and of “bringing back the bag.” The trades. Mali this. | 
men who receive the eoin deposite a large amount Besuch thing 
of itforthwith in their banks, while some Jittle of HB Which it w 
it passes into the general circulation of the coun- 940d a sign; 
try. eo me, and 

However, Mr. Chairman, it must be confessed, if MM/or it priva 
we can credit the secretary of (he treasury, we are Meas dropp 
growing so immensely rich under the beneficent op- MO! Septemt 
eration of the new tariff that we ought to submit lo Bemeeting of 
all these absurdities without repining. I do suppose lear the p; 
sir, that no country ever became so suddenly enriched MPU! design g 
in literally less than no time by the operation of any ributed to 
legislative act. Jack’s beau, in the nursery story, Pay of Sep 
that climbed to the housetop in a single night, need MMs safe, 
excite no further marvel in infant minds. Fairy Immediat 
tules may be culled henceforth from the reports Of BM wen og | 
our secretary of the treasury. Jovember, 
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MR. BENTON’S EXPOSITION. 


ON THE LIEUTENANT GENERAL BILL. 
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U. &. SENATE, JANUARY 25, 1847. 


Mr. Benton asked the indulgence of the senalé 
to make an exposition of the circumstances undef 









rect or ine 


th Preside 


WO Months 


T,; where 4 
0 lo mee 
© presiden: 
OUnd! Fo 


Bked he m 
UCling the % 


'W to be sI 
untry will 
& the pres 
future m 







which the president bad proposed the appointment 
of a lieutenant general to command the army 
Mexico, and with which appointment his name bad 
become connected. It had been intimated, he saif, 


on the floor of the senate—bhypothetically to be sur Mires! did not 
but not the less intelligibly and forcibly on that 9 MM Ureasonat 
count—that there might be an ulterior and coverl ye Me to ¢ 
design in the proposition; nothing less than a desig" Was his « 


€Stions, tho 


on the part of the president to appoint his success 
ttieal capac 


The senator from North Carolina, (Mr. Badger) ™ 





his speech on the heutenant general bill, had induls Miralion, ang | 
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—V—_— A me 
din that hypothesis; and as no supposition could be 
e ore unfounded, or more injurious to the president 
parr: the public service, or could descend from a 
higher source, and as he (Mr. Benton) happened to 


be in possession of all the facts necessary to the vin 


jication of the president, he desired to make an ex- 


sition which would show the supposition to be un- 


founded, and would save the president's cbaracter 
public service from the injury they would 


and the ate , 
suffer if the intimation was allowed to go out un 
contradicted from the floor of the senate. 


North Carolina had rendered necessary. 
Leave was given, and Mr. Benton proceeded— 


] fee! myself called upon by the remarks of the 
senator from North Carolina, (Mr. Badger,) to vin- 
dicate the president from the unconstitutional and 
dangerous design which the hypothetical observa- 
tions of that senator would attribute to him; and 


shall do so in the simple t form of narrative, re 


peating to the senate all that. has taken place be- 
tween the president and myself in relation to this 
appointment, and thereby enabling the senate and 
f the people to judge of the justice of the accusa- 


tion. 


It was at the beginning of the month of Septem- 
ber last, and in the moment that | was about setting 
out to the west, that the president sent for we, and 
informed me that he had done so for the purpose of 
He named it. It 
was the mission to France, then becoming vacant by 
the return of the gentleman (Mr. King, of Alabama. ) 
| declined the 
appointment, and for reasons which had induced me 
te decline high appomtments from President Jack- 
Mr. Polk was kind enough to 


offering me a high appointment. 


so long an ornament to this chamber. 


son and Van Buren. 


a er ne oe 


He asked 
jeave; for, as the bill for the lieutenant genera! was 
Jgid upon the table, and as he would not have it taken 
up, (and would not speak to it if it was,) and as he 
did not choose to commit the irregularity of hang- 
ing a speech on some irrelevant bill, he must throw 
himself upon the indulgence of the senate for leave 
to make the expositicn of facts which the case re- 
quired, and which the intimation of the senator from 
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subject. As chairman of the senate’s committee on 
military affairs, and accustomed, in that character, to 
communicate on military subjects with all adminis- 
trations for about a quarter of a century last past, 
-|T saw nothing in the nature of the request he had 
made to implicate either of us. He asked me for my 
opinion as to the future mode of conducting the war. 
I gave it to him, first in speech, face to face, and af- 
terwards in writing. And here it is [holding up a 
roll] of paper] for | choose to retain the original for 
myself, while sending acopytohim. Here itis! and 
at the proper time the public shall see it, but not 
now; for [ do not belong to the school that makes 
publication of plans of campaign—even rejected plans 
—in time of war. 

The president approved the plan: and it so hap- 
pened that the nature of the plan required a head to 
the army—one head to the whole body—to unite and 
combine the whole into one harmonious and coasist- 
ent movement. Itso happened also that enough was 
known of the ideas of the two highestin rank of the 
officers of the army to know that their plans were 
different; and it isa maxim of fundamental obser- 
vance in war that no general is to be required to ex- 
ecute a plan which he disapproves A new com- 
mander became indispensable; and as any new ma- 
- | jor general would be subordinate to all now in com- 
misssion, the solution of the difficulty lay in the 
creation of a new rank, superior to that of major 
general, and inferior to the constitutional commander 
in chief. ‘The creation of the rank of lieutenant gene- 
ral, as had been done in the year 1798, at the time 
of the expected war with France, was the solution 
of the difficulty. This rank appeared to be the na- 
tural and regular derivation from the president’s own 
political and misitary character, and the proper con- 
necting link between him and the army. As presi- 
dent, he was both the civil head of the government 
and the military head of the army. He was com 
mander in chief of the army and navy, and of the 
militia or volunteers in service. They were all then 
ip service, and in a foreign country. He could not 
go to Mexico to command in person; paramount du- 


ask me tu take time to consider, but I answered him! ties required him to remain here. He could not send 


that there was no need for time; that the answer 
would still be the same, after any length of conside- 
ration; and so, with (hanks for the honor he had 
done me, the appointment tothe French mission was 
This was the beginning of 
S September last; so that, at that time, it is certain 
that (he president could have had no such design as 
hasbeen attributed to him by the senator from North 


definitively declined. 


Carolina—no design to make me his successor by 
virtue of military feats to be perforined on the low 


lands or the table land of the republic of Mexico.— 


Qn the contrary, a fertile imagination—such as the 
senator trom North Carolina so happily possesses— 
might have seen, or thoughtit saw, in this proposed 
appointment, a sort of political deportation—some- 


thing Jike an exiling and burying in a foreign court 
—fora purpose the very reverse of what the senator 


from North Carolina has supposed. 1 say an inven- 
live imagination might have seen, or thought itsaw, 
allthis. Possessing no such imazination, | saw no 
such thing. And taking the offer in the sense in 
Which it was made, as eminently honorable in itself, 
anda signal evidence of the president’s confidence 
i) me, and good will for me, | made him my thanks 
lor it privately, as { now do publicly; and the affair 
was dropped. ‘This, |] repeat, was at the begining 
i September jast—only three months before the 
heeting of congress; so that, at that time, it is qnite 
lear the president had no such momentous and far- 
ul design as the senator from North Carolina has at- 


orders from the closet in thiscity. That was a folly 
of which there had been no example since the time 
that the Prinee Eugene (of Savoy) was accustomed 
to return unopened, at the end of the campaigns, all 
the orders which the Aulic council was accustomed 
to send him from Vienna. 

The president was bound to command: he could 
not go to Mexico to command in person; and he 
could notcommand from Washington. The solution 
of ‘the difficulty, which reconciled all contradictions | 
and permitted the exercise of all duties, civil and | 
military, was the appointment ofa military deputy— | 
a legatus—a locum tenens—a lieutenant to take the} 
place of the constitutional commander in chief in | 
the field; to give orders in his name, and to take the 
respousibility of plans and movements, while the | 
generals, at the heads of divisions or columns, would | 
only have the responsibility of execution. ‘This, for} 
reasons too well known to require rehearsal in this | 
chamber, it was thought would be entirely agreeable | 
to the generals of highest rank in our army in Mex- | 
ico; it would secure their rear at home, and leave | 
them free to contend with the enemy in front. It} 
was not intended to diminish the fighting vocation | 
of the two generals, but to reeoncile and accomplish | 
two desirable objects, namely, the execution of the 
president’s plans, and the release of tne major gene- 


| This was the view of the office of lieutenant general: 
|as to the proposed officer, there was no breach of 
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| were company officers, and only one of them of the 


rank of colonel. Yet | scorned to mention theese 
things, even to bosom friends, while the measure 
was depending, and only do it now for the purpose of 
rescuing the president from a supposed breach of 
military decorum by the appointment of a citizen 
from civil life (myself being that citizen) to the com- 
mand of the army, as would imply in the opinion of 
the senator from North Carolina. 

Finally, and to conclude the vindication of the 
president in this particular, I say that Mr. Mr. Polk 
is not the first president who proposed to give me the 
command of the army against Mexico—that Gen. 
Jackson himself proposed it in 1836, when our affairs 
with that country looked warlike; and that then, as 
now, Il agreed to take it. 

And here, Mr. President, having fulfilled my task 
of vindicating the chief magistrate of the Union from 
the design, hypothetically imputed to him, of wish- 
ing to appoint his successor, in my person, and by 
means of this lieutenant generalship, | might close 
my remarks: but as my name has been coupled 
with this business, and as [ have remained silent, 
and even left my seat, while the measure was depend- 
ing, | must now take leave with the kind indulgence 
of the senate, to proceed a step further, and to say a 
word on my own account; and to show that service, 
and not rank, was my inducement to agree to the 
offer of the president; and that there might have 
been cases in which I would not have accepted 
the office of lieutenant general even if it had been 
created. 

[ have already said that | will not now show what 





my own plan was; but I can say of it that it was a 
plan which looked to a result and promised an issue, 
and that briefly; and that I would have had nothing 
to do with any plan of any other kind—nothing to 
do with any plan that contemplated a long and mo- 
derate war, ora war of masterly inactivity, or of 
retreat upon the Rio Grande, or of defending a line, 
or of attack upon the idle and solitary castle of San 
Juan of Ulua—especially at the commencement of 
the season for the black vomit. In no one of these 
cases would J have been lieutenant general, or cap- 
tain general, or major general, or colonel general, 
or any other sort of a general that ever was heard 
of. I know very well that the president had no idea 
of any one of these most amiable plans; but there 
is a way to give him an idea of them, and even to 
force them upon him; and that would be, by the sim- 
ple process of denying him the means of doing any 
thing else. 


1 shall not state my plan; but I will say of it, that, 





rals from the responsibility for plans and movements. | 


besides intending a result, it proposed to carry on 
the war, while there was war, according to the usage 
of all nations in the case of invasive war—the inva- 
ders to be paid and subsisted by the invaded. Con- 
tributions regularly levied—duties regularly collect- 
ed—would accomplish these objections, and leave 
the United States free, or nearly free from the ex- 
penses of the war. 


1 can say, further, that my plan was not limited to 


| a mere military view of the subject; that it compre- 


hended a union of policy and of arms—the olive 
branch to go with the sword; ministers to treat, as 
well as an army to fight. A diplomatic mission, na- 
tionally constituted both in a geographical and in a 
political sense, was to attend the headquarters; and, 
while the ministers stood ready to negotiate at every 
step, the army wus to take an organization and an 
attitude to give emphasis to negotiation. And this 
|combination of arms and of policy was not mere 
| guesswork, the idle conception of fancy; but the re- 
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sult of a knowledge of the state of parties in Mex- 
ributed to him. Up to that time—up to the first| military rule, law, etiquette, or propriety in the one 6 P sin Mex 


abe 1 ico—a peace party, for honorable peac ‘ : 
lay of September, in the year 1846—the republic | posed appointment. The office was original and | P party, for honora peace, a war par 
as Safe, 


belonged to no person. The president had a right | ty, for endless war—as was so luminously shown by 


| ') the senator from New York, (Mr. Dix,) a few days 
Immediately after refusing the mission to France | to nominate, and the senate to confirm, whom they|a¢9 My plan was adapted to both of these parties 


Went off to the west, was gone until the month of! pleased. Personally, 1 would trem a concern in it. | honorable peace for one; the sword for the other. 
ovember, and had no communication of any kind, | 1 only asked the president to make known the name | ‘The military part of the plan has fallen to the ground; 
lirect or indirect, nor upon any subject whatever, | intended for the place to the members of congress, | 





————, 





cae = bi the r the aiplomatic part falls with it: and now it devolves ar 
PETA PY” th President Polk. This makes all safe again for | — — copeeree re fu Mee we i ( z the | upon those who have frustrated the plan of the pre- ig 
SITION. WO Months more. J returned to this city in Novem. | affice, should be aan Out inquiry. in ace MY | sident to present him a better. RT 
m ", where my family was, and where congress was friends ss a wor rf - rane oye — second I counted much on the efficacy of the diplomatic UR 
L BILL. onto meet. The day after my arrival 1 called upon | S4y @ word for mysell. 1 would even obvialé @) part of this plan; for great errors prevail in Mexico ay 
————" president; and here we approach the dangerous | prominent objection by reminding any one that, in| it 
1847. Ound! 53 
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ysl esepeaary Pot Me re ; al with regard to our designs and feelings towards them, 
For, in that first interview, he actually | 1812, was the military superior of every general | and which nothing but an authentic mission eould 
bked me my Opinion about the future mode of con- | NOW In the service, and had a right to have com- 


| senale . ' 
e of the cling the Mexican war. For reasons not proper | manded the whole of them if we had chanced to 


mstances undef 


remove. 


a 


The war party is incessant in its calum- 


4 
; th | ules against us, artfully contrived to operate on every 1 
he appointmen! W to be stated, but of the validity of which the | Serve together. a class of the people, and to render peace impossible. 4 
d the army in MeeUntry will sone day have an opportunity of judg I was then colonel in the service of the United | It has a falsehood for every class ‘lo the religious or- 4 
this name bi &) (he president saw fit to ask me my opinion upon States, commissioned by President Madison, under a ‘ders the war is represented as a war of religion—the Hy 
imated, he s4% tfuture mode of conducting the war. ‘This re- | law of congress, and led a regiment of my own rais- | a} 


. : Protestant avainst the Catholic—and a war of sacri- 
St did not strike me as being anything strange 


ically to be sum 
ibly on that 9% 
erior and cover 
oss than a desig? 
nt his success 
Mr. Badger) ™ 
bill, had indulé 


ing from Tennessee to the lower Mississippi, under | lege—the spoliation of the churches. 'o the Creole 
Ubreasonable—either unbecoming in him to make, | General Jackson, to meet the British then expected | Spaniards and Indians of mixed blood, they present 


for me to co uply with. In my senatorial capaci- | at New Orleans, but who did not come till 1814. 1) it as a war of races—the Anglo Saxon against the 
Was his constitutional adviser on many great | was then of a rank, and in a position, to have com- | Spanish American—and the subjugation of the latter 


€stions, those of peace and war inclusive. in my | manded, if we had met, every general now in ser-| intended. To the unmixed Indian race, (nearly the 


ical capacity, 1 was the supporter of his admin- | vice. Even inthe regular army, 1812, 1 was lieu: | one half of the whole population, and the sole re- 


alion, aud ready to give him my opinion on any |tenant colonel while most of the present generals | source of the army for its rank and file,) it is pre- 
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sented asa war of extinction, or of slavery—their 
race to be extirpated, like so many tribes in our 
North America; or to be carried into slavery to 
work the fields of their masters, like the slaves 
brought from Africa. And, to all, it 1s presented as 
a war of ambition and of conquest, in which there is 
no peace for Mexico but in the degradation of her 
citizens and the loss of her independence. A mis- 
sion, such as I proposed, would authentically con- 
tradict all these calumnies, and show the deceived 
people of Mexico that just and honorable peace 
is all that we want, and that far from wishing her 
degradation, both policy and interest unite in mak- 
ing us wish to see her prosperous, happy, and inde- 
pendent. 

She is a republic—our neighbor—who did us the 
henor to copy our form of government, and had a 
great commerce with us. The injuries of which we 
complain were the work of a few, while the great 
majority of the people, who have done us no harm, 
are willing to do us justice, and reciprocate the wish 
for that close connexion, political and commercial, 
between the two republics, which is necessary to 
their own prosperity, to the siability of the republican 
system in all the Spanish American states, and to the 
—* independence of the New World from the 

ld. 

I counted much on the efficacy of the diplomatic 
part of the plan, and not less on the military part,— 
if the other failed. Of this I can gay nothing but 
that it was not framed in total ignorance of Mexican 
character, Mexican country, and Mexican resources. 
Forty years ago I studied Humboldt, and did net 
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working of a government, by which the interests or 
property of one part of the ene are to be less con-, 
served or more prejudicially operated upon than 
those of another, in the course of events, as time and 
occasion allowed, at the instigaticn of selfish inter- 
ests or ambitious lust of power would afford the open- 
ing, and make the pritext and means of encroach- 
ments and inroads, until superiority, riches, and do- 
mination would become the arrogated possession of 
the favored portion, and degradation, impoverish- 
ment, and subjection the bitter lot of the other. Our 
ancestors, the heroes and sages of the south, who 
won immortal renown in the revolution, would have 
scouted inequalities in the Union, in reference to the 
persons or property of their section. On the subject 
of slavery especially, which was felt to be a sensitive 
and delicate interest, one of the sacred compromises 
of the constitution was exacted, and so careful were 
they to provide for the stability of that domestic in- 
stitution, that one of the provisions of the consti. 
tion, impliedly at Jeast recognizes it, and provides the 
means of the summary enforcement of the master’s 
rights over his slaves, when fugitives in any of the 
free states. In another of the most important com- 
promises of the constitution, slavery, though not by 
name, is plainly referred to, and recognized, and 
made the basis of conciliatory arrangement as to suf- 
frage. Nor was that arrangement in the least in 
conflict with that equality of privilege and protection, 
demanded for the right of all, for the slaves were 
even by the laws of the slaveholding states in some 
lights regarded as persons, and contributed to substi- 
tute the labor and resources, which other papulation 





overlook his chapter on the military defences of the 
country, and especially his imposing devetopement 
of the great elements of defence with which nature 
had endowed her; the dangers of the coast when the 
north wind was blowing—the black vomit when it 
was not—and the deep defiles of volcanic mountains. 
The plan may have been faulty, but it was not con- 
ceived without some knowledge of the subject; and 
it promised a result—peace to the country, if it suc- 
ceeded, and to the soldier that died, a death worthy 
of the soldier—the battlestorm his embrace, the field 
of honor his bed, the lofty summits of the Cordilleras 
his monument and his grave. 








SLAVE QUESTION. 
MR. SEDDON’S SPEECH, 

Made 1n the house of representatives, on Jan.7th, 
in reply to the personal explanations made by Mr. 
P. King, of N. York, on the Sth inst., on the subject 
of farther annexing territory to the United States 
without probibiting slavery. 

*}) come now, Mr. Chairman, to an examination of 
the gross and offensive proposition embodied ia the 
bill thrust upon us by the gentleman from New 
York. Whatis ii? Why, briefly to ordain as a per- 
manent fundamental Jaw of the Union, that no ac- 
quisitions of territory to be made by the United 
States, whether in the present war or hereafter, by 








conquest, or purchase, or in any matter whatever, | 


shall ever be open to slavery, or, in other words, to 
the slaveholding population of one half of this con- 
federacy, With their property. This proposition, as 
offensive as it is grossiy unconstitutional, ts sustained 


by a long argument smuggled into the house, not less | 


arrogait and presumptuous than fallacious and un- 
true. Isay, sir, the proposition is grossly unconsti- 
tutional. it more than violates a single specific 
clause of that instrument. Jt outrages its whole 
scope and spirit, and subverts the very basis of its 
being. ‘The fundamental principle of the constitu. 
lion is the perfect equalily and eulire reciprocity of 
privileges and immunities which it secures to the 
people of the several states. At the inception of the 
constitution, any other principle of its formation 
would have been utterly inadmissible; and it would 
have been as vain a task to have woven a rope from 
the sands of the sea as to have bound in union the 


states of this confederacy on the Jeast principle of | 


admitted inferiority and inequality as to the people of 
any of the states. It never would have been endur- 
ed that the rights or property of one section were ol 
Jess werth and less to be protected than those of an- 
other. Our fathers, sir, had just emerged with hero- 
ism and with glory trom-all the trials and perils of 
the revolutionory struggle, in which, from resistance 
to a privciple mainly, though of trivial practical op- 
pression, their far-seeing wisdom viscovered a con 
cessivn of inferiority to tellow subjects of the British 
isles, and the consequent facilities of future exactions 
to their utter ruin. They had, though in colonial in- 


fancy, braved the mistress of the seas and the most | 


potent power of Christendom. ‘They were fresh 
irom such recollections. The philosophy of history 
had taught them, as it now bids us heed, that the 
least concession of inferiority in position or rights— 
the smallest provision in the framing, or action in the 


would have afforded; while they were also, and more 
essentially property, they were felt and conceded to 
be proper subjects to constitute a mixed basis of re- 
presentation. The end and purpose of this was to 
attain the indispensable equality of rights insisted on, 
and at the north, at least, it has never been regarded 
as any concession of inequality on the part of the 
south, but rather been matter of complaint as a su- 
perior privilege of the slaveholders. Are we ot, 
| then, to conclude, that under the constitution, and in 
| the action of this government the people and institu- 
_ tions of the south are to be full as much respected and 
| regarded as the people and institutions of the north, 
|and that the rights to property whether to slaves or 
any other chattels, in the one section of the confede- 
racy, are to be as much conserved, and as little de- 
barred from full enjoyment by their owners, and as 
little prejudiced by invidious legislation as those of 
the other. 

Strange, indeed, would it be under a constitution 
expressly framed for general defence and common 
| welfare, with a view to firmer union and more stable 
|peace, if property in slaves, which constitutes the 
| most important possessions of one half the states, and 
| 18 by far the most valuable item of personal property 
_in the Union, is not to be the subject of equal protec- 
tion and regard, but is it to be viewed with hostility 
aud suspicion, and to be discountenanced and sunken 
/in value and ulility by the legislation of the govern- 
mentof this Union. Yet, sir, by the odious provi- 
‘sion of the bill I am considering, the slaveholuers, 
| with their property, are to be frowned on and con. 
|dea.ned. ‘They are to be proscribed, and invidiously 
| excluded fro... the common territories of the Union 
—the joint possession of the states of the confedera- 
cy acquired or to be acquired by the joint swords or 
common treasure of the people of the states. 

Sir, from the establishment of this government the 
'Slaveholder and the citizen of the north have con- 
/stantly coworked upon equal footing in effecting its 
-ends and discharging us functions. In the national 
councils they have participated, and held like places 
‘of trustand honor. In the halls of representation 
the slaveholder and the northern representatives have 
}aud do sit down together, and together deliberate 
(and mature the measures of legislation for a common 
‘country. ‘lhe connective wisdom of the norih and 
south lias together watched over and guided our glo- 
ricus republic on her advancing course to the fulfil- 
‘ment, so far, of noble destinies. In the fearful con- 
flicts of arms (and we, since our union, have encoun- 
lered once again the power before which all Europe 
succumbs) the slaveholder of the south and the 
vorthern man have stood gallantly side by side, now 
uuder the skilful lead of a slaveholder, a Jackson or 
a ‘Taylor, now under that of a champion from the 
north, a Brown or a Worth, jointly Oraving the battle 
and the breeze, dying the same sod or deck with their 
blcod—sharing the same triumph, and receiving the 
sume meed of a gratelul country’s praise; and | trust 
| may be permitted, without assumption, to say that 
of the wisdom that has guided the councils of our 
'republic—of the statesmanship which has adminis. 
‘tered her affairs at home and abroad—of the martial 
'genius, which on land and by sea has commanded 
‘victory for her banners, the slaveholding potions of 
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proportion. What the great achievement of Peac 
° . “ 8 
or war that has signalized our annals in which Slave 
holders participated not? Is there a sod of soil, , 
strip of territory won by the unaided valor, or pup. 
chased by the separated treasure of the northern mey) 
If so, there may be soine pretence for their appropri 
ating and engrossing it to our exclusion. There jx 
none. Well, sir, has it come now to this, and naught 
else is the meaning or effect of the provision | de. 
nounce, that the whole slaveholding population of 
the Union, who own one half, and that in soii and 
clime the fairest and most favored half of the Union 
who constitute the people of half the states, anq 
amount to near an half of the whole population of 
the Union, are with our guarantied property, ani be. 
cause of it, to be debarred and excluded from all (he 
future common acquisitions of our joint blood ang 
joint treasure. Sir, the proposition is monstrous— 
too gross and too plain to be argued against. We of 
the south—I say it plainly and firmly—never can and 
never will submit tosuch a principle. To do go 
would be to argue us unworthy of our ancestry and 
their heritage of fame and freedom, and would exbi- 
bit us as but too ready to be degraded and oppressed, 
meriting richly the dishonor and exactions we 
would by slow degrees but soon inevitably realize, 
—Nor, sir, can it be tamely allowed that the legisla. 
tion and influence of this federal government shal] 
be politically and morally directed to discountenanc 
the institutions and prejudice the property of the 
south, both of which it is under the most solemn ob. 
ligations to conserve and maintain. The course of 
truth and justice in this matter is too plain to be 
mistaken. The common acquisitions of the blood 
and treasure of the Union must be open and free to 
the slaveholder, with his property and domestic in- 
stitutions, as to the northern man with his property 
and his familiar household privileges. The legisla. 
tion and the influence of our common government 
must be directed to the injury of no section—to the 
impairment and depression of the rights of property, 
the overthrow of peace and the stability of institu. 
tions in no portion of the confederacy, but to the like 
protection and security, and to the equal conservation 
and maintenance of the institutions, the rights of 
property, and the domestic relations of all sections 
of the Union. We of the south piace ourselves se. 
curely on the basis of equality and mutual privilege. 
We seek not exclusive appropriation, nor peculiar 
immunities. We ask not to exclude our fellow citi- 
zens of the north, nor proscribe their property. But, 
sir, to test the right and constitutionality of the pro- 
posed invidious distinction against us and ours, let 
analogous action on our part be supposed. Suppose, 
instead of a provision by fundamental law to exclude 
the slaveholder with his property, we should propose 
to exclude from the common territory of the Union, 
the northern man with any kind of his property— 
for instance, every man from the north, who should 
bring with him a single article of northern manufac- 
ture for aid and comfort in his new house in the wil- 
derness,—how else could the proposal be character- 
ized than as monstrous and grossly unconstitutional. 
—Or, that the illustration may be more pointed and 
come directly home to the present matter, is it not 
plain that if the exclusion of slaves in such common 
lerritory may be prescribed by fundamental law, s0 
with parity of power may their admission be required 
and enforced, and if all slaveholders coming with 
slaves may be prohibited and excluded, all freemen 
of the north coming without them, may with equal 
right be debarred entrance and residence. Yet were 
the latter our proposition, as the former is theirs, 
how loud and with what manifest justice would be 
the oulcry of the north against our rapacily and out 
zross oulrage on the cousmon cLaracter of our cone 
federacy. Of a verity, then, sir, there can be right 
fully no prohibition avd exclusion to either secuon 
its people or its property. We ask it not against 
others; neither, sir, ought we or will we, permit it 
as toourselves. We plant ourselves on sheer justice 
—simple right—asking no more and fully resolved to 
receive no Jess. | have said, Mr. Chairman, the rea 
soning of the gentleman from New York in support 
of his views, was not less extraordinary than his pr 
position itself. His fundamental position I give 10 
his own language. He says:—‘‘Shall the peony 
now free, whicn shall come to our jurisdiction, 4 
free territory open to settlement by the laboring man 
of the free states, or shall it be slave territory given 
up to slave labor. “hile 
be both;”? and the reason assigned is, that free we 
labor cannor tolerate the presence of the slave; ze 
in his words, “if slavery is not excluded by law, ra 
presence of the slave will exciude the laboring bom 
man.” Now, sir, even if true, this disposition ‘* 
volves an arrogant assumption of superiority " 
northern men, and affords not a decent pretext * 
the claim of exclusive appropriations; but in reallly 
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| the white men of the south, but likewise on 
pot a few of the industrious freemen of, the gentle- 
man’s own section itself. Supposing it true that the 
freemen of the north and the slavehalder of the south 
with his property, could not together occupy and 

gssess the common acquisitions of the Union. On 
what ground should the former arrogate superiority, 
and claim exclusive appropriation of all? Are they 
better men, fought more, or paid more proportion- 
ally for the Union than we of the south? It might 
furnish some ground of equitable allotment or divi- 
sion of the territory to be acquired; but all compro- 
mise, even on the basis of the great pacific settle- 
ment of the Missouri question, which is now regard- 
ed in the mind of the people as assimilated to funda- 
mental law, is denied and scouted at by them. And 
on no better principle that | can perceive, than that 
of the Highland Cateran: 


on al 


“That he should take who has the power, 
And he should keep who can.” 


They claim to seize and engross the whole joint ac- 
quisitions of the Union to themselves. In the appli- 
cation of the principle they, unless I mistake much, 
would find themselves wofully deceived. But, sir, 
we are debating of right not might, and the pharisai- 
eal pretension that they are not as other men, can be 
only the subject of rebuke and derision. But how 
notoriously untrue the assumption that the free la- 


borer is not to be found and cannot endure to exist ! 


within the Lounds of the slave states. Does the gen- 
tleman mean to libel the whole white population of 
the slaveholding states as slothful drones, and to 
maintain that they are not laborers tuo? Why, sir, 
the whites of the slave states are industrious and 
energetic to the full as much so, in my opinion, as 
any people of the north, or any other country. They 
labor themselves in their different vocations. Many 
manually and in the severest kinds of toil. They 
honor Jabor as the proudest evidence of manly in- 
dependence, and give it all befitting rewards in even 
larger measure than is bestowed at the north. It 
is utterly unfounded to pretend that the free white 
labor, even of the north, cannot endure the presence 
or tolerate the existence of slaves within the same 
territory with itself. Not merely will all southern 
white men prove the contrary—the laborers from the 
north winu have been allured to the south by its more 
genial clime, or its large rewards to labor, (and such 
exist and thrive among us in numbers,) will repel 
with indignation the gentleman’s slur upon them and 
us. The northern freemen not able to endure the 
contamination of slavery in the same state with 
them, indeed! Let the gentleman from New York 
come to my own city, and | will show him nota few 
freemen of the north—Yankees, if he chooses—wor- 
thy, industrious, useful citizens, applying their char- 
acteristic enterprise and shrewdness to every depart- 
mentof gainful labor. I mean no reproach to the 
freemen of the north, whose energy and steadiness in 
all legitimate pursuits J admire, but I thought it was 
their own boast that true blooded Yankees would go 
anywhere—to the uttermost isles of the ocean—to 
the arid deserts of Africa, or the frozen shores of the 
Arctic—to the wilds of the savage, or the marts of 
the most civilized—whenever they could earn an 
honest penny, or secure a comfortable livelihood.— 
The gentleman may safely dismiss his idle apprehen- 
sions on this score. 

li this connection, Mr. Chairman, it is somewhat 
amusing to note how the pretences on which this 
gentleman has chosen to rest his strange pretensions 
in behalf of the northern freemen, of aversion o: 
their part to the negro’s presence, and of contamina- 
tion to them in his admission even to the same terri- 
tory with themselves, comports with the philauthro- 
pit Sympathies and clamorous outcries gentlemer. of 
his school are so wont to affect for the equaiily of the 
wo races. Why have the northern freemen all at 
once become of such imperious port and delicate 
sensibility, that the taint of a negro, even within the 
limits of a broad territory, cannot be allowed to come 


between “the wind and ther nobility.” Has the eye | 


of covetousness been so enlightened by visions of the 
fair lands of the southwest that are to be exclusively 
ppropriated as to discern radical infirmities and in- 
herit deformities in a race with which good neigh- 
borhood to their fellow citizens of the south and con- 
Slitulional obligations could scarcely before restrain 
them from frateriization and amalgamation. Surely 
he gentleman’s ally in his present notable scheme, 
the honorable member from Ohio, [Mr. Giddings, ]} 
Whose sympathies seem so engrossed, and imagina. 
lion so beset by visions of manacled and struggling 
hegroes, that he bas neither feeling nor fancy for his 
Wn race and color, will rise up and rebuke such 
Mawkish sensibilities and sudden antipathies. He, 


may receive their commiseration ard solace. Per 
haps, Mr. Chairman, | have already dwelt too long 
on that part of the argument of the gentleman from 
New York, to which I have referred; but befvre | 
pass to another, J cannot forbear to notice his vaunt 
of the achievements of the freemen of the north, in 
subduing the wilderness and ushering into being the 
thriving states of the northwest. There is the more 
reason to do so, because, in such achievements, he 
seems to rest some sort of claim for the exclusive 
privilege to the freemen from the same quarter, 
alone, to do like good works in the wiids of the 
southwest, now or hereafter to be acquired by the 
Union. Why, sir, it is perfectly true that, in an al- 
most incredible brief space of time, the stout hearts 
and sinewy limbs of the freemen of the north, have 
won from the wilderness of forest and prairie, and 
subjugated to culture and civilization the broad ex- 
panse of the states of Ohio, Indiana, Illinois, Michi- 
gan, and Iowa. For such bloodless conquests they 
deserve honor even more than the rich rewards of 
land and wealth they so plenteously enjoy. But, sir, 
is it not no less true, that in near about the same 
lime, to the south, and within the limits of the slave 
holding regions, the wide domains and flourishing 
sovereignties of Kentucky, Tennessee, Alabama, 
Mississippi, Missouri, Arkansas, and Texas have 
been with gallantry and valor, at least equal, snatch- 
ed from the wilderness and morass, and established 
to illustrate the beneficence of man’s tillage of the 
earth, and his capabilities of advance in freedom, 
prosperity, and happiness. And although in these 
latter mighty works, the labor of slaves, certainly 
to a considerable extent, co-operated, yet even ina 
greater measure the heads and hands of white free- 
men were active and vigorous in the attainment of 
the grand and peaceful results. Where then, sir, any 
reason in the giant strides our Union has made over 
the wilderness and the forest, for preference to the 
freemen of the north over the slaveholding population 
of the south. Let it be, and it ought to be, in the fu- 
ture acquisitions of the Union, as in those regions I 
have last alluded to, which were open equally to the 
citizens of all sections with their property. Let the 
| white men of the north and of the south, each with 
| privilege, if it so pleases him, of taking slaves or any 
|other property that may aid his enterprize or facili- 
tate his comfortable settlement, be free to go forth 
together, occupy and subdue whatever wide spread 
wilderness or rugged forest, you may now or here- 
after acquire, and having cut out and filled up terri- 
ries till they have grown tothe maturity befitting 
sovereign states. Let them determine for them- 
selves according to their circumstances and necessi- 
ties whether they will be free or slave states. As 
they determine, in such character admit them to full 
communion in the Union, composed alike of slave- 
holding and free states. According, sir, to the es- 
tablished principle of that liberty, ‘baptized Amen- 
can in the hlood of the revolution,” which proclaims 
that sovereignty resides alone in the people, you can 


rightfully do no more, While territories are in their | 


chrysalis state, during their pupillage you may watch 
over and protect them, but what right have you to 
deber these people from the admission and enjoyment 
of the property recognised as theirs by the cunstitu- 
tion of the country, and which on the settlement and 
culture of a new country, and is of peculiar and spe- 
cial advantage. ‘To the people alone, when from a 
territory they have grown into a sovereign stale, 
does it belong to determine the domestic institutions 
they will establish, and the character they will as- 
sign to prosperity among them; and their arbitra- 
mentcan be no more rightfully intercepted than ap- 
pealed from. Such is the demand of the fundamen- 
tal principle of American law, no less than as | have, 
I trust, heretofore demonstrated, the clear obligation 
of the coustitution and of the equal right of the peo- 
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from the northwest, and [ doubt not in endurance 
and valor they have not been surpassed, though sure- 
ly equalled by forces from other quarters. But it 
so happens that much the larger proportion, especial. 
ly of our volunteer army, has beeh contributed from 
the slaveholding states. In that series of glorious 
achievements which has wrested province after pro- 
vince from Mexican rule, and added to the lustre of 
our arms by triumph upon triumph, and in that yet 
harder service which had to endure the sufferings of 
the camp, and the pestilential exhalations of the 
of the doleful Rio Grande, the volunteers from the 
slaveholding states of Louisiana, Alabama, Georgia, 
Mississippi, Missouri, Arkansas, and Texas, from 
their superior numbers, have mainly borne the brunt 
of battle and disease. Even now, sir, from other 
southern states, slavehoiders, or the gallantsons of 
slaveholders, are thronging, with patriotic ardor, to 
swell the ranks of their country’sarimues; and should 
the American banner be destined to float inthe tri- 
umph over another field of glory, | doubt not to hear 
that unfading laurels have crowned the brows of ma- 
ny of the gallant sons of my native state; fur never, 
in her palmiest days, has the Old Dominion sent 
forth a band with minds more fired to noble deeds, 
and souls more full of lofty daring, than that regi- 
ment which is to have the honor of bearing her proud 
banner against the shock of the foe, or up the **immi- 
nent deadly breach.”” While such is the composition 
of our armies in the field, isitnot strange—passing 
strange—that the gentleman from New York should 
select such incentives to present them? Why, the 
larger number of them know the peace of their 
homes and the safety of their families to be wound 
up with the institution of domestic slavery. They 
are pledged by all association, feeling, and interest 
to favor whatever measures maintain and conserve 
it—-to discountenance and oppose to the utermost 
whatever may assail or prejudice the stability of the 
institution , or the fullest enjoyment, by the master, 
of his rights of property. When, to them, in their 
far off eamps, struggling with wasting disease; or, on 
the eve of bloody confict, shall come the intelligence 
of the proposition here gravely entertained, to wrest 
from them and theirs the Jeast participation in what- 
ever may be acquired by their suffering or their 
blood; when they shall know that their conquests 
are but to be signal of insidious assaults, and the ar- 
ray of all the potential! influence of the federal gov- 
ernment against the institutions of their fathers and 
themselves, and that this is done under the pretence 
of what is due to them, how bitterly must they feel 
| that mockery and insult are added to the wrong and 
| injustice perpetrating against them. 

| Sir, the position in which the bill, carried out as 
the gentleman proposes, would place the gallant sons 
of the south, whether in your army or navy. would 
be positively cruel. [t would be utterly impossible 
they could fight with ardor and zeal, if atall. In 
the very face of the foe their hearts would be be- 
numbed, theirarms paralyzed,and their indigna- 
tion diverted from their enemies on the field to their 
betrayers in the council of theircountry. i hey would 
know the outpouring of their bloodjto be buta waste- 
ful sacrifice; that success to their arms was to their 
states and their homes Jess dangerous than disaster; 
| that conquests, achieved by their valor, and purchas- 








|ee, perhaps, with their lives, could never pertain to 


|them or theirs, but would only constitute the direct 
|means of attack on the rights of their section, the 
| peace of their homes, and the security of their fami— 
| jies and friends. In this view, as well as others, how 
| strange an inopportuve the time selected by the gen- 
|tleman from New York, his instigators anu suppor- 
| ters for their reckless agitation. Much di-cussion 
_has been wasted here in determining whether any 
| party in the country is lending ‘‘aid and comfort” to 
‘the public enemy. ‘The phrase is not of my selec- 


ple of all the states to participate in the acquisitions | tion, for I like not to impute moral treason to any; 
|of the common sw ord and the common treasure of | but if doubt existed before, the problem Is now sol- 


| ° 
ithe Union. 


of the free states, is still more extraordinary than 
any yet noticed. It is that such exclusive appropria- 


tion is “‘due to the white men who fight our battles | man from New pre his supporters. 
This forces into im- | to have known—the Teast inquiry would have satis- 


and constitute our strength.” 


Another of the pretexts of the gentle- | ved; if reckless agitation—if ill-advised propositions 
|} man from New York for the exclusive appropriation | here of direct tendency to encourage our enemy and 
of the future acquisitions of the Union to the people | depress our friends constitute moral treason and give 


aid and comfort to Mexico, why then, truly, in my 
Opinion, has the guilt been incurred by the gentle- 
He ought 


mediate consideration the present war with Mexico, ‘fied him—that the south never could and never 


through which alone is there, indeed, any present 


| would prosecute conquests which were to be made 


prospect of the acquisition of territory to the Union, the instrument of direct attack on her institu- 


and the composition of the forces engaged in its pros- 
ecution. I have heretofore Mr. Chairman, had oc- 
casion to exhibit the share which the slave holding 
population of the south have ever borne in forming 
the armies and braving the hardships and perils of 
our national conflicts; and had | sought the most ap- 





posite example to provide it, I could not have selec- 


at least, will not be contaminated by the presence or | ted a better than the one the gentleman has So strange- 


®s0ciation of the negro slave, but must desire that 


|ly forced upon me. There have certainly been brave 


_tions—that she never would acquiesce in the the ac— 


quisition of territory from which her sons, with their 
property, were to be wholly excluded. We must 
believe him sincere, when he maintains that on no 
other terms thansuch exclusion, will the north pro- 
secute the war, or make acquisitions. Why, sir, if 
this be the true state of things, it would have been, 





in time of profound peace, humiliating enough to 
have almost crushed an American heart, to have 


* thall be near to his freemen of the north, that he | and gallant men furnished to our armies in Mexico|made manifest to the country and the world 
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the mortifying fact that this great republic was the} resources. It was capable of sustaining a dense 
only nation on the globe that, neither im peace or/ population, and was destined to be the home of an 
war, could make an acquisition of territory—that| enterprising people. They were now about to estab- 
such wasthe jealousy of the north towards the| lish for that territory a temporary government—a 
south, and the unfraternal and invidious hostility of | government to endure only until the population and 
the people of the free states to the domestic institu. | resources of the country would enable it io vecome 
tions of theslave siates, that the former would ac-| a state. The population; was now sparse and of 
quire no territory without excluding the latter with| a mixed character. ts inhabitants had no represen- 
their property, from equal participation in it; and/tatives on that floor. It was then proposed to 
that the latter had both the strength and resolution | apply to that territory by the legislation of con- 
not to permit such injustice. But, sir, vas it not folly | gress the prohibitions, conditions, and restrictions of 
in its prime to develop such latent weakness, if, in-| the ordinance of 1737. ‘The opinions of its inhab- 
deed, it exist in our federative system, in the midst| ttants were alike unknown and unheeded. 

of war with a perverse and intractable eneny,whose| These opinions were not at all consulted in this pro- 
reliance must be in the protraction of the contest, | posed legislation. Slavery did not exist in that ter- 
end the distracting truggles among our parties and|ritory. He did not know that a slave ever made or 
seclions; as it seems to many, almost she sole means | ever would make a foot print on itssoil. If the ar- 
possessed by us of coercing our stubborn foe to an | ticle of the ordinance of 1787 were adopted, it was 
honorable peace, were the seizure of her territories, | designed to be an eternal interdict upon slavery in 
and the apprehensions we might excite of her perm. | that territory. Had congress the power, he asked, 
anentdismemberment? This, sir, is the very junc—| to impose upon the people of Oregon that restriction? 
ture the gentleman selects as peculiarly appropriate | ‘le proposed to institute and answer that inquiry.— 
to exhibit to Mexico and the world that no danger | First, what was the article of the ordinance of 1787 
whatever need be apprehended of the final retention | which it was proposed to apply to this territory of 
of her provinces, and she dismemberment of her em- Oregon? It was to be found among certain articles 
pire, because, forsooth, however many may be| which, in that ordinance, were denominated ‘‘arti- 
wrested from her by war, the north will not retain | cles of compact between the original states and in 
them without excluding the southern people; and the | the territory northwest of the river Ohio.”” The 
south will not consent to that. What could more, | $'xth article provides— 

than dissensions on such questions, bring on our; ‘‘There shall be neither slavery nor involuntary ser- 
councils “the repute of foolishness” in the estimate | Vitude in the said territory, otherwise than in the 
of the civilized World? How could hope be more | punishment of crimes whereof the party shall have 
surely infused in the councils, and animation be im- | been duly convicted.” 

parted tothe courage of the Mexican nation? The| That vast territory northwest of the Ohio was ce- 
direct tendency must be not Jess to inspirit the Mex-| ded by the state of Virginia in 1784, and of the ter- 
ican soldiery than, as 1 have heretofore shown, to} ritory thus admitted into the Union were now inclu- 
depress, and almost disarm the larger portion of our| ded the states of Ohio, Indiana, Hlinois and Michigan; 
own armies, thus rendering the war of interminable | and Wisconsin, which would be admitted into the 
duration, if not of ultimate disaster and defeat. 1If| Union before this session of congress terminates. Vir- 
such reckless agitation be notgiving ‘aid and com- | ginia, in that munificent donation, made a provision 
fort to the enemy,” thencertainly none on this floor,| which, also, he desired to read. In her cession of 
noteven the gentleman from Ohio can be justly! the Ist March, 1784, she recited the act of congress 
charged with it. | only trust in God it may not so} inviting the states to cede to the United States their 
prove, and lo our bitter cost. vacant territory, and she adopted the conditions of 
the act asthe termsof her cession; saying, huwever, 
‘that they were not entirely satisfactory to her. But 














| 
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DEBATE IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Thursday, January 14, 1847. the condition was this: jd 
The house being in committee of the whole on the) * That is to say, upon the condition that the ter- 
state of the Union, and having under consideration | titory so ceded shall be laid out and formed into 
the bill to establish a territorial government in Ore. | states, containing a suitable extent of territory, not 
gon, and the itnmmediate question being upon the fol | less than one hundred and fifty tiles square, OF as 
lowing amendment submitted by Mr. Burt. (near thereto as circumstances will admit; and that 
“Insert in the 12th section, after the word ‘‘and,”’| the states so formed shall be distinct republican states 
and before the words ‘shall be subject,” the words | and admitted members of the federal Union, having 
‘inasmuch as the whole of the said territory lies | the same rights of sovereignty, freedom, and inde- 
north of thirty six degrees and thirty minutes of | pendence, as the other states.” 
north latitude, known as the line of the Missour:| That was the condition of the cession. The dona- 
compromise.” ” |tion, he might remark, was made before the adop- 
Mr. Burt rose and addressed the committee. He ‘tion of the present constitution. He begged to know, 
said that the interference of congress in the domes- | he trusted that some member of the house would be 
tic interests of the States, at all times an exciling | pleased to say, whence that congress of 1787 derived 
subject, was, in the present juncture of the nationa! the power to ordain certain articles of compact which 
affairs, and in the form proposed on the present oc-| should be immutable—which should = 7 eternal 
casion, a subject of transcendent importance to his | and universal obligation upon the at sede ee ter- 
constituents, and,as he solemny believed, to the south | ritory. Was it in the articles of confederavion? He 
and the whole country. A crisis approached with | Should be glad to know where. © Was it the act of 
rapid and fearful strides. He told the north, he told | congress which invited this cession of territory irom 
the south, that it could not be evaded. It must be the states? He should be glad to be instructed on 
met. If they shrank from it to-day, it would come | that point. There was, as far as he had been able to 


with renewed force to-morrow. He believed that! perceive, not the slightest authority forthe ordinance 


it was unmanly to desire its postponement for an in any of those sources of authority. Would any 


hour. He could not hope to speak to this question. | member of the house—would any ee there, 
He did not desire to speak to it without the ear-| undertake to say that it was by virtue of any inher- 
nestness which befitted the occasion; but he trusted | ent power 10 that congress? He apprehended not. 
he should repress all passion and all excitement.— | That ordinance was inconsistent with all the condi. 
He never reflected upon the resolutions of the last | tions of the cession of Virginia. it “aa romper 
memorable and eventiul session of congress without | and proscriptive to her, and y Pre Ay eke Fis 
a sense approaching to awe of the moderation and | Slates. It was an BOSUMHpttOn © e ottt - oul adi- 
wisdom which averted a war from the United S ates | 80n,a member of that congress, one of those who had 
and Great Britain by the happy and peaceful ad-| un active agency In the ea ct of the ey oe 
justment of their protracted and long pending cou-| of the United ape I adbe cpa! Ne were inge ras 
troversy about limits on the northwest coast of this | performed by that oh, taal vo e ad te ) 
continent. Ii wasa signal triumph of moderation | coustitutional authority rae (Mr. ¥ eae 
and justice over passion and pride. He knew no in-} to read what Mr. ns said ya : seate re J * a 

stance in ancient or modern history of anoblerex-| ‘Congress have underta om bes v wok ys Sent 
ample to the nations of the edtth. By that treaty | proceeded to form new eT hg eye oor 
they acquired a territory west of the rocky moun-| governments, to eee o o hiet “ : caitied itieds 
tains, extending from the parallel of 42 degrees to | prescribe the conditions on ¥ ich al ~ me “ion 

the paralle! of 49 degress of north latitude. They) de admitted into the confederacy. lis has Deen 


obtained a country whose area was sufficient for the | 


» . | > v9 
formation of four or five states of the medium size. | authority. nee 
| er tl 
It was a country which possessed many and impor- | Mr. B. would now proceed to inquire whether that 


tant advantages. Ithad a mili and genial climate, ordinance was consistent with the calpeerNeE A 
a generous and fertile soil. Portions of it were a 'es of the inhabitants of the nip? ¥ oe , a 4 it 
dapted to the growth of the staples of tobacco and | thus ceded. If itshould be shown, as he trusted 1 





done, and without the least color of constitutional | 


eee em om etme Se ee 


cour 
which he begged leave to commend to the attentic’ 
of the house. In 1804 there was a meeting of repre. 
sentatives of the people of the northwest territory 
assembled from all points; and at that meeting gen. 
eral William H. Harrison presided. It adopted 
memorial to congress, which was submitted by their 
President, and it was referred toa committee of that 
house; which committee, through its chairman, (Mr 
Rodney,) made the following report: 

“Mr. Rodney, from the committee to which hag 
been relerred a letter from William Henry Harrison 
President of the general convention of the people of 
Indiana territory; also, a memorial and petition from 
the said convention, on the 17th day of February 
1805, reported— : 

**That, taking into their consideration the facts 
stated in the said memorial and petition, they are 
induced to believe that a qualified suspension, for q 
limited time, of the sixth article of compact between 
the original states and the people and states west of 
the Ohioriver might be productive of the benef; 
and advantage tothe said territory.” 

The committee reported the following resolution: 

‘Resolved, That the sixth article of the ordinance 
of 1787, which prohibited slavery within the saiq 
territory, be suspended in a qualified manner for (en 
years, so as to permit the introduction of slaves, borp 
within the United States, from any of the individua| 
states: Provided, That such individual state does not 
permit the importation of slaves from foreign coun. 
tries: And provided further, That the desceniients of 
all such slaves shail, if males, be free, at the age of 
twenty-five years, and, if females, at the age of twen- 
ty one years.” 

If it were supposed that that memorial and those 
proceeedings were adopted by persons who did not 
represent the people of the territory of the nortb- 
west, he would invite the attention of the house to 
certain resolutions of the legislative council of Indj. 
ana, adopted in 1806, and which were communica- 
ted by the governor of the territory to congress in 
December of that year. These were the unanimous 
resolutions of the legislative assembly. They affirm. 
ed that their sentiments were the sentiments of 
nine tenths of the people of that territory. 

They asked that this article of the ordi- 
nance should be suspended for ten years, without 
the qualification attached in the memorial of the 
public meeting at which Gen. Harrison had presided, 
The resolutions were numerous. He would publish 
them; but at present would detain the house by read. 
ing only one, the most important. 

(The following are the resolutions, with a copy of 
which the reporter has been furnished: 

‘* Resolved, unanimously, by the legislative council and 
house of representatives of the Indiana territory, Thata 
suspension of the sixth article of cumpact between 
the United States and the territories and States 
northwest of the river Ohio, passed the 12th day of 
July, 1787, for the term of ten years, would be high- 
ly advantageous to the said territory, and meet the 
approbation of at least nine-tenths of the good cili- 
zens of the same. 


‘Resolved, unanimously, That the abstract ques- 
tion of liberty and slavery is not now considered as 
involved in a suspension of the said article, inasmuch 
as the number of slaves in the United states would 
not be augmented by the measure. 

‘Resolved, That the suspension of the said article 
would be equally advantageous to the territory, to the 
states from whence the negroes would be bought, and 


its situation with regard to the other states, it must 
be settled by emigrants from those in which slavery 
is tolerated, or tor many years remain in its present 
situation, its citizens deprived of the greater part 
of their political rights; and, indeed, of all those 
which distinguish the American from the citizens 


are overburdened with negroes would be benefitted 
by their citizens having an opportunity of disposing 
of the negroes which they cannot comfortably sup 
port, or of removing with them to a country abound: 
ing with all the necessaries of life; and the negro 
himself would exchange a scanty pittance of the coal 
sest food for a plentiful and nourishing diet, and 4 
situation which admits not the most distant prospect 


erable obetacle to his wishes. ’ 

Resolved, unanimously, That the citizens of this 
part of the former northwestern territory considet 
themselves as having claims upon congress in regard 
to the suspension of the said article; because at that 
time of the adoption of the ordinance of 1787 slave 
ry was tolerated, and slaves generally possessed "J 





cotton. Jt would command the commerce of China, | had been done, that it was an act age the — 
of India, of Japan, and the islands of the south seas. | est color of constitutional pag? sean dit ar Foam 
Its position in reference to the Pacific ocean was as | ihe interests and vip 7 — Preis ae Sas 
eminently advantageous as that of these states to the | north est territory, . e osed na Mala a ;: 
Atlantic ocean. ‘That country had great mineral! what ground it could be justhe N P 


the citizens then inhabiting the country, amountidg 
to at least one-half of the present population 0! [oe 
diana; and because the said ordinance was passed | 


| congress when the said citizens were not representé 


to the negroes themselves: to the territory, because of 


and subjects of other governments; the States which § 


ofemancipation for one which presents no cousid: 
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in that body, without their being consulted and with- 
out their knowledge and approbation. ears 

“Resolved, unanimously, That, from the situation, 
soil, climate, and productions of the said territory, 
it is not believed that the number of slaves would 
ever bear such a proportion to the white population 
as to endanger the internal peace and prosperity of 
ofthe country. — 

“Resolved, unanimously, That copies of these res- 
olutions be delivered to the governor of this territo- 
ry, to be by him forwarded to the President of the 
senate and to the speaker of the house of representa- 
tives of the United States, with a request that they 
will lay them before the senate and house of repre- 
sentatives, over which they respectfully preside. 

“Resolved, unanimously, That a copy of these res- 
olutions be delivered to the delegate from this terri- 
tory to congress; and that he be and hereby is instruc- 
ted touse his best endeavors to obtain a suspension 
of the said article. 

“JESSE B. THOMAS, 


what ground of constitutional authority that Missou- 
ri compromise could be vindicated. He assured 
them that it could be defended on no ground of con- 
cession of mutual rights. It sought to interfere up- 
on a subject which it seemed to him every one ad- 
mitted belonged exelusively to the states; a subject 
over which congress had no power to establish reg- 
ulations or restrictions; to abolish, or in any way 
to interfere with, against the wishes of the stales.— 
It involved a question which, he remembered, had 
been raised by the gentleman from New York ( ‘Ir. 





Grover) in that hall a few days ago—that of the states | 
to contro! and regulate the importation of slaves | 
from one to the other. Upon that subject he (Mr. | 
B.) would adduce an authority which, he doubted | 
not, the gentleman would venerate. He begged to | 
ask the attention of that gentleman, and that of the | 
house, to the opinions of the judges of the supreme 
court of the United States. Judge McLean says: | 

‘‘The power of slavery belongs to the states re- | 
It is local in its character and in its ef- 
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congress had no power, on the admission of a stat © 
into the Union, to impose such a restriction as tha 
contained in the ordinance of 1787. The only power 
delegated to congress—the only power which, as he 
maintained, could be exercised by congress over 
either a territory ora state epplying for admission 
into the Union, was the power simply to inquire 
what were the rights secured by the constitulion,and 
whether her form of government was republican.— 
He put itto any man who might choose—if any 
should choose—to answer the arguments which he 
had presented. 


If congress had the power to impose upon a terri- 
tory such restrictions—a restriction in regard to one 
species of property—had it not an equal right to im- 
pose restrictions on any specles of property? If it 
had the power to prohibit the property of the south 
from being transferred to any region, had it not the 
same right fo prohibit the transfer of the property of 
the north? Did not the power which would prohibit 
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spectively. the introduction into that territory of a slave possess 


the right to prohibit also the introduction of a spinn- 
ing jenny ora New York sheep? He begged to be 
answered on that point. It was not intended that 
| the property of any portion of that confederacy should 
| be subject to such an interdict as that contained in 


ates west of 
the benefit 


“Speaker of the house of representatives. 
“PIERRE MENARD, 
“President pro tem. of the legislative council.’’| 
Mr. Parke, from the committee to which these 
resolutions were referred, reported on the 12h of 


fects; and the transfer or sale of slaves cannot be 
separated from this power. It is, indeed, an essen- 
tial part of it. Each state has a right to protect it- 
self against the avarice and intrusion of the slave 
dealers, tu guard its citizens against the inconveni- 
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e ordinance 
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oner for ten 
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e individual 
ate does not 
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the house to 
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July, 1807, the following resolution: 

“Resolved, That it is expedient to suspend, from 
and after the Ist day of January, 1808, the sixth ar- 
ticle of compact between the United States and the 
territories and states northwest of the Ohio river, 
passed the 13th day of July, 1787, for the term of 
ten years.”—vol. 20, state papers, 478. 

Mr. Vinton here asked whether 
came from Indiana er Qiio? 


Mr. Burt. From Indiana. So much, then, for the 
precedent of the ordinance of 1737! ie would not 
say What use fiad Veen inade of thal munilicent do- 
nalioi of Virginia. He would not Stop to tiqguire 
whether it had been ibe means of annoying an insti- 
tution which that state had ever esteemed to ve most 
valuable. But he proceeded to the next precedent 
inthe history of (he legislation of the couniry. That, 
as Hight be unticipaled,was tie memoradle Missouri 


the resolutions 


saw a proposition had been submitted to organize 


ence and danger of a slave population.” | 


He maintained that this power ‘to prohibit slva- | 
very, or regulate it,’ may be exercise! ‘without | 
trenching upon the commercial power of congress.” | 
Chief Justice Taney, in the same cause, said: 


“In my judgment, the power over tnis subject is| Vereignty vefore her admission into the union. 


exclusively with the several states; and each of them | 
has a right to decide for itself whether it willor will | 
not allow persons of this description to be brought | 
wi thin its limits from another state, either for sale} 
or for any other purpose; and also to provide the 
manner and mode in which they may be introduced, 
and to determine their condition and treatment with- | 
in their respective territories; and the action of the! 
several states upon this subject cannot be controlled | 
by congress, either by virtue of its power to regulate | 
commerce, or by virtue of eny other power confer- 
red by the constitution of the United States.” 





the ordinance of 1737. It was not intended the con- 
gress should have the power to say to a state, ** You 
shall be despoiled of your sovereignty before you can 
be admitted into this union!” He insisted that there 
was no power to require a state to surrender her so- 


He 


knew that some of his friends from the south had 


doubted whether the amendment which he had had 
the honor tosub:nit was judicious at this moment. He 
was aware thatone who had, perhaps, always some 
influeuce in controlling public opinion at the south, 
Lad been endeavoring to silence the voice of the south 
upon that question. He—jthe remainder of the sen- 
tence was lust.) But so far as this territory of 
Oregon was concerned, the present was the only 
time when the question should be raised. It was to 
be done now, or it was to be done never. If not 
done, it was to constitute another precedent, and he 


| 
They affirm. compromise. The United States acquired from! In this opinion concurred Justices Story, Thomp- | @!d not hesitate to say that if the south failed to raise 
entiments of Spain a territocy which comprised the states of Lou |son, Wayne, and McKinley. Justice Catron did | !ts voice now, it ought to be and would be forever 
tory. , isiana, Missouri, Arkansas, and lowa, and a portion | not sit, from indisposition. Justice Barbour, of Vir-| precluded. But what were the circumstances which 
f the Bs of the territory northwest of lowa, over whicn he | ginia, died before the case was decided. Justice | OW Surrounded them? A man from the southern 
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alerritorial goveroment. ‘That territory was very 
nearly large enough for a state. Now, that was the 
first foreign territory acquired by the United States. 
He begged leave fur a inoment to advert to the his- 
tory of that acquisition of territory; and if gentiemen 
would trouble themselves to investigate that history, 
they would find that the acquisition was demanded 
by the west. They would find that there was great 
excitement in the west in regard to the navigation of 
the Miss. The opening of the navigation to that great 
river othe Commerce oj the wesi was the motive for 
the acquisition. Ee had not been able to discover that 
slavery had formed auy imducement to the acquisi- 
lion of the territory. He ventured to say that that 
did not enter all into the motives which led to that 
acquisition. It was, in fact, a concession to the 
West, as tending to open the navigation of that mag- 
hificent stream, the Mississippi. Aunoying and vex- 
atious restrictions On the navigation of that river had 
been imposed by Spain whilst the territory belonged 
lo that Kingdum. Now, after that glance at the bis 

lory of the acquisition of the territory, let them in- 
Quire what s cre Lue conditions of that cumprouinise 
Kouwn as the **diissuurt compromise. "In the eighth 
SClivii OF be acl vi Lhe Glu wharch, 1820, it was pro- 
Videa: 

“dnd be tt further enacted, That in all that territo 
Ty ceded uy #rauce tw the United States under the 
Hamme of Louisiaua, which lies north of thirty-six 
degrees and thirty ainutes north latitude, not in- 
Cluded within the limits of the state contemplated 
by this act, slavery and involuntary servitude, 
otherwise than in the punishment of crimes whereot 
the parties shall have been duly convicted, shall 
¢, and is hereby, forever prohibited: Provided 
aways, That and persous escaping into the same 
fom whom labor or service is lawfully claimed in 
any state or territory of the United States, such fu- 
give may be Jawfully reclaimed and conveyed to 
be person claiming his or her labor or service as 
aloresaid.” 

That was a compromise. A compromise of whal? 

Compromise couceding what? Why, thatin ail 

¢ Louisiana territory north of 36° 30’ north latitude 
slavery should be for ever interdicted. What should 

done below that line? Was there any guaranty 
slavery? Was there any security that it should 
*Xist there? Was there any attempt to interfere 
With the sovereign rights of the people below that 
@ to determine that question tor themselves?— 


Baldwin, of Pennsylvania, dissented, holding that 
the power to regulate commerce was a negation to | 
the states of regulating the sale and traffic tn sla-| 
very between thestates. The nextinstance in their’ 
history upon this subject was the annexation of Tex 
as. He should not undertake to say what motives; 
what view of policy induced the annexation of Tex-| 
as. Heknew that that measure was advocated on) 
various grounds. He knew that it was advocated 
by the norih and west as weil as by the south—but, 
so far as he had heard the debates; and he believed he 
had heard them all—he would not undertake to say on 
what ground the innexation of Texas was advocated. 
He thought he might salely say it was not advocated 
n the ground exclusively of slavery, or of the slave | 
interest. If he were to undertake to say on what! 
ground in his estimation that policy was urged, he | 
would say it was the jealousy which every Ameri 
can felt ugainst the British government planting a 
foot on another inch of American soil. He believ- 
ed that was the ground; and that .he trae American 
feeling which would resist as an aggression the es- 
tablishment of British power upon this continent was 
the cause of the annexation of Texas. But Texas 
at thal Lime wasan independent ropublic. The res- 
olution which proposed this line of 36° 30! minutes 
was offered to herin the nature of a treaty stipula-. 
tion. She was competent to assent or reject. She_ 
chose to assent, and he submitted that thit instance | 
in their history could not be adduced as a precedent. 
But it was in deference to that precedent in their 
history that he had ventured to offer this anendment | 
in a spirit of amity and compromise. If it were met) 
in a corresponding spirit, it might be well for the) 
confederacy. He trusted it might beso. But he} 
could not refain from saying that these compromises, | 
if compromises they could be called—had brought | 
nothing which was valuable to the protection of the | 
rights and the peace of the south. The south had) 
been subjected to eternal agitation—to that eternal | 
teasing and annoyance which was the only kind of 
warfare that was practicable upon their institutions. | 
In this opinion, the rights of the south rested more | 
firmly upon the basis of the constitution, hat iu-| 
struiment restricted southern property within no lim- | 
its. Itconfined it within no area. {t was circum 
scribed within no parallels of latitude. ‘The south | 
stood, with the other states of the Union, on a foot-| 
ing of equality. Her institutions and her rights were 
respected by that instrument, and to some extent | 
were guarantied tothem. The argument which he) 





dal was the compromise. He did not know upon 


had the honor to submit led him to maintain that | 


proach. 


States hus becn blind, who for the last three years 
had nol secn that a fearful conjuncture was coming 
upon the couatry. He (Mr. B.) vad not occupied 
fis seat Len days velure tie had espied its rapid ap- 

He vegged very briefly to advert to sume 
circumstances. Three years ago, the ine 
cendiary publications, disguised under the torm of 
wemuriais aud petilions lo Congress, were excluded 
(ron the hali—that barner had been broken down, 
Oue of the states of the unton—the stute vol Mapssa- 
chusetts—a state influential as well on account of 
her high tnelligence as her « ealiiimsolemuly, by 
iegisialure, proposed lo disturb that ¢ inprauise of 
tue cousliiutiog which provided the vasis of repres 
sentation in congress. ‘That was defeated. During 
Lhe jast session ol congress, when a proposition was 
wiade in that hall to furnish the government of the 


ol ilhus 


| United States with the means of concluuing a treaty 


oi peace with Mexico—wheu an appropriation was 
asked for the simple purpose of concluding a treaty 
ol peace with Mexico—a demvucratic representative 
from Pennsylvania ruse in his place and moved that 
intefdict of the ordinance of 1787 upon any territory 
that migit be acquired from the enemy in Mexico, 
ihe country was at war. Every body desired that 
peace shuuld ve obtained if practicable. Yet that 
vluw was inflicled by a democratic banu! He re- 
membered, upon thal occasion, thet his worthy and 
estimable friend from Indiana moved the proposi- 
livu Of the Missourt compromise; ald he re:nemver- 
ed thal proposition was voled down. He remember- 
ed, moreover, that when the bill to provide the loan 
sought by the president was introduced in that house, 
gentlemen from the eastern states, and some from 
the western states, on the opposite side of the house, 
denounced with a louu voice the entire proposition; 
and so one of the provisoes of the gentieman from 
Penu. was engratted on that bill, and they were the 
first tv turn rouod and vote with alacrity for it. Dur- 
ing the present session of Congress an honorable meim- 
ber from the state of N. York, (Mr. King), iad deem- 
ed it his duly, or at least had though: proper to at- 
tempt the introduction of the proposition—the pro- 
position with the proviso moved by the geutieman 
irom Peunsylvania. The house refused to suspend 


| the rules for the introduction of that provision by 


only some two or three voles. He told ihem, and he 
told the south, that that proposition was to come!— 
He told them that 11 would be moved, and he did not 
see that it would prevail. What was the language 
ali around him in that hall? What was the language 
of geutlemen irom the north, and from the east and 
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from the west? That the south need not hope ever 
again tosee a slave state formed of any territory 
that might be acquired hy that government, whether 
by treaty or by conquest. 

Mr. Sawyer, (in his seat.) Has the west said so? 

Mr. Burt bad said “gentiemen from the west.”— 
[A laugh ] He could not say that it was the unant- 
mots voice of the west. He hoped that it was not. 
He had in his mind's eye many patriotic exceptions. 
But they were told that the line of the Missouri com- 
promise must be abandoned. They were told so in 
that debate. The gentleman from Maine, (Mr. Ham- 
lin), the other day concurred, as he (Mr. B.) under- 
stood him, in announcing the determination of what 
was called ‘‘the North.” If these facts—if these de- 
clarations were not inducements to the south now to 
move there, he would confess that the south had lost 
its spirit. If, with these admonitions and threats 
ringing in the ears the south postponed for an hour 
this question—he would not speak for others, but his 
mind was made up. He told the south that, although 
the annexation of Texas provided for the admission 
of slave states to be formed outof the territory below 
369 30‘, no such state would be admitted into the 
union. He looked to the vote upon the admission of 
Texas; he Jouked to the vote upon the admission of 
Florida; he looked to what was the universal senli- 
ment of the north, as announced by representatives 
from those quarters on that floor, and asked that, if 
the south did not now move, when would it shake 
off its sloth and lethargy? Would it wait till their 
dwellings were in flames? Should they wait tiil their 
hearthstones were drenched with the blood of their 
wives and children? He trusted not. ‘Now’s the 
day and now’s the hour.” He appealed to every 
gentleman who had been contemporary with hiin in 
that congress, that he had never raised his voice on 
the subject of slavery but on une occasion. He called 
upon them from the north and west to bear him wit- 
ness that he had never introduced that subject into 
debates in that house. But, though he had never in- 
troduced it, he, for one, had never shrunk from it; 
and he had thought it his duty not to be silent now. 
He told the north that the south was united upon this 
question. He told the north that there was no trai- 
torous son from the south, there or at home, and he 
had a steadfast faith that the south would be found 
equal to its destinies, (hrouga whatever peril or con- 
fusion it might be its fate lo encounter. ; 

Mr. Pettit, of Indiana, said he had not risen to 
speak al any length to the question before the house, 
or to answer, lo any great extent, what was called 
the argument tu which the committee had listened, 
but mercly for the purpose of setting liimseif right. 
He should, however, take some notice ot what had 
been suid by the gentleman from South Carolina; 
but as to any argument avoul the power ol this go 
vernment to exercise the proposed control in the ter- 
ritories of the United States, it was all on one side 
of the question. . b 

When the question came up at the last session on 
the proviso which had been moved by a gentleman 
from Pennsylvania, (Mc. iilmot), to the two mil- 
hons bill, Mr. P. bad been represented by the editor 
of the New York T'rivune, vi the 18h ot August, as 
vollng m the negative, together with his colieague, 
Mr. Wick. Such had not veen the fact. Mr. P. had 
been uppused to the whole biil, aud be was not satis- 
fied with the reasons assigned io its favor. He had 
two reasons tor voting i favor of **Wilmot’s pro 
visu.” ove was, that he thought 13 Insertion would 
make the bill odious to the south, and so help to 
prevent its passage. Aud the other reason was, his 
own settied opinion that congress should nol allow 
the entrance imo territory under its control of one 
of the worst moral, politieal, and physical evils in 
the world. His votes were given im committee ol 
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the whole, and therelore Hol recorded: but the record | 


of votes iu the house showed what they wust have 
been. He had voted for Wilimot’s proviso, but againet 
the bill. ) 

The gentleman from South Carolina, (Me. Burt), 
who had so ably preceded him, had, he must say, 
done to hia and to the whole couulry a great favor 
in one part of bis speech, if in no olber: and thal was 
by infurming them, In measured terms, aud caretully 
weighed, that, by the Oregon lrealy with Great bri- 
tain, we bad acquired a large extent ol territory. If 
this was true, Mr. P. 


} pow been grossiy deceived on that point; | 
He had . ugit Wal we had jost an im- | tu make rules aud regulativus for their government. 


Aud | Bul did the gentleman mean to say that the sove- 
| ceiguly over them resided in that house. 


for he had certainly tho , 
mense territory apd an mvaluabdle lLreasurc! 


why so? Because he, wilh the rest Of Lie Country, 


had been toid by the president, and ad it coutirmed | 


xe of the ablest of his cavimet, that our ttle to 
» Breaded Oregon up tu 54° 40" was clear and in- 
disputable, aud ithad been proved so by irretragable 
facts and arguments. Aud yet, lustead of acquiring 
new territory by the treaty, thal tv which we had so 
clear a title had been cut down till it extended only 
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to 49°, besides all south of that parallel on Vancou- 
ver’s Isla id, and our surrender to British subjects of 
an incumbrance in the navigation of our waters.— 
He thought, instead of acquiring territory, we had 





surrendered a vast amount of jt, and so thought the 
country. 

But, (said Mr. P.) ‘let by gones be by-gones.”— 
The question had been settled by the constituted au- 
thorities of his country, and he should submit. 

But he wished to say a word or twoon the subject 
of the [Indiana resolutions, to which allusion had been 
wade by the gentleman who preceded him. Before 
the date of those resolutions a large part of the north- 
west territory had been organized into the large and 
magnificent state of Ohio. The resolutions which 
had been read were passed in Indiana while it re- 
mained still a territory, under the government of 
William Henry Harrison. He was then vice regent 
and vice royalty, and what not. He held every thing 
there within his own hand, and disposed of all public 
property within the territory, and all private, too, 
pretty nearly. He could, with the utmost facility, 
get almost any resolutions passed which he pleased. 
But Mr. P. had had a peep behind the screen, and he 
wanted gentlemen to hear what had been the sequel 
of all that. 

Gen. Harrison came from Virginia, (and Mr. P. 
had po feelings toward him but of great respect and 
kindness,) and, asa Virginian, he entertained a strong 
desire for the suspension of the article alluded to in 
the ordinance of ’87. There was then a contest going 
on for the election of a delegate to congress. Gen. 
Harrison took the stump in 1803 in favor of Mr. Ran- 
dolph, of Virginia, (not Roanoke John), who was 
then the attorney general of the territory. He threw 
himself into the breach in favor of Randolph, because 
he hoped, if his candidate should be elected, to pro- 
cure the suspension of the obuoxious article, or, per- 
haps its total repeal. Wuo iad been his opponent, 
ani what was the result? A man who had often 
served his country on that floor, and served the state 
as ils governor; a man whom some gentlemen here 
would remember, and with the highest esteem; he 
meant Jonathan Jennings, a man who had been edu- 
cated and nurtured in all the feelings which were 
prompted by the free heart of good olu Pennsylvania. 
He was then quite a youth; and this beardless boy 
| became the people’s candidate against the governor’s 
candidate, Mr. Randolph—backed, as he was, tov, 
by all the influence of the generai government, gen. 
Harrison himself taking bis part upon the stump.— 
The leading question in the contest was that of sla- 
very or no slavery; adherence to the ordinance of ’87, 
or suspension of i? And the result was that Ran- 
dolph did not get one third of the votes cast. No; 
the people of Indiana, whatever resolutions migit 
have been passed, never had been in favor of the in- 
troduction of slavery. 

But further: considered as a legal question, it had 
been the recvived opinion, both in the courts and 
among the people, that the ordinance of ’87 was of 
vinding furce on the Jaw of the land. In fact there 
never had been a doubt upon the subject. Could 
there be any well-grounded doubt of itnow? There 
could not. 

the gentleman from S. Carolina had gone over 
the whole history, the rise and fall, the grandeur and 
veciine of this proposition of Ccowpromise, by which 
slavery was left to exist in one part of the uuloa and 
ls eXtension into another part prohibited Nou maa 
could pos-ibly be further than Mr. P. trom the re. 
motest desire tu disturb any state in ils full possession 
of the institution of slavery. He never wouid tolerate 
any such interierence for one moment. He rejected 
and opposed every such attempt. Slavery or no 
slavery Was a question which states must settle for 
themseves. It was their own concern, and this go- 
| veroment could not mtermeddie with it. The states 
| were sovereign each within its Own territories. 


| Butlet gentlemen reverse the proposition; let them 








| see if the argument would pot work both ways. ‘he |} 


| sovereignty over ail the territories of the U. States 
resteu iu this goverument. Here was the seat of 
sovereignty over ail territury out of the states, and 
which the stales Jointly owned. 

Mr. Burt askea if he had rightly understood the 
genlieman :rom Indiana to Say that the sovereignty 
uver the territories of the Uutled States rested in 





was happy to Jearn the fact.— | congress? ‘I'he Constilulivn delegaled to congress, it 


was true, the right lo dispose of those territories, and 


vir. Petitt said he did insist, aud mean to say, that 
ihe suvereigoly over the territories owned jointly by 
the states resided in the federal government: he did 
‘uot of course, mean that it resided in the house of 
representatives alone. But in the government of the 

| United States, as distinguished from the government 
vi the states, the sovereigoty did reside over all the 
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territories of the United States without the limits , 
the states. The provision of this constitution ie 
this: “The congress shall have power to dispose of 
and make all needful rules and regulations respectin 
the territory or other property belonging to the U 
States; and nothing in this constitution shall be $0 
construed as to prejudice any claims of the United 
States or of any particular state.” The territories 
were the “property belonged to the United States » 
just as much as a public vessel, a cannon, or other 
material thing. They were all government propert 
and as such, under the dominion of tne U. Statoe 
government, and of none other. And it was express. 
ly declared that “nothing in this constitution shall be 
so construed as to prejudice any claims of the United 
States or of any particular state.” He said that the 
sovereignty over this territory was in the U. States 
because it was the property of the U. States; and 
where the property was there was the sovereignty 
unless it had been surrendered. Wherever the reality 
was there was the sovereignty, the right to govern 
unless that right had been surrendered up. But 
here gentlemen might get up and ask whether this 
government did not own land and other property 
within some of the states? ‘To be sure it did; but 
there it hand surrendered the sovereignty to the 
states so far as the general government was con- 
cerned. 


Mr. Rhelt (not having heard what Mr. Petitt said 
last) put the very question to which he had alluded, 
and which he answered in advance. 

Mr. Petitt repeated, and insisted on his position.— 
In the case of government land in a new state, con- 
gress, by the admission of the state, had recognised 
it as a sovereign; and then the sovereignty of the 
United States bai been surrendered as to property 
over which it had extended so long as the state was 
only a territory. 

Where, then, was the violation of her constitntion 
in prohibiting slavery in a territory? Gentlemen need 
not clamor so loudly about their constitutional rights. 
The prohibition of slavery in a territory, if congress 
should see fit to prohibit it, was neither more nor less 
than the exercise of a sound discretion. They had 
as much right tu say that slavery should not exist 
within-a territory as to say that it should. If it had 
a right to say the one, it had an equal right to say 
the other: though here he admitted there was one 
point of difference: and that was that congress could 
not ordain that slavery should exist—uit could not in- 
stitute it—for it had no right by its laws to create a 
Slave. It could not establish slavery, but it might 
prohibit it. This power, like the power to manage 
a fleet or anarmy, ought certainly to be exercised 
with prudence. How then, having the power, ought 
Mr. P. to vote in this matter? He held that consid- 
erations of the public good ought to outweigh every 
lesser consideration. 

Ile laid down this position: that no nation could 
ever become great or wise who acted without regard 
to the influence exerted upon it by surrounding na- 
tions. We could not live in the enjoyment of civili- 
zation and of civil liberty, and not atthe same time 
be influenced more or less by the public sentiment of 
surrounding nations. It was due to them that they 
should be treated with thesame comity and the same 
courtesy that one gentleman owed to another; and a 
nation so situated might not oulrage the rights of all 
the world in managing even its own concerns. Kven 
among the governments of Europe, if every great and 
eXtravagant cruelty should be exercised by any one 
mouarch, after remonstrance, the surrounding na- 
tions would undertake to interfere, and would say 
to the oppressor, you must either quit this or quit 
your throne. 

Butsome gentlemen might say that, in providing 
aboul territory to be acquired from Mexico,we were 


|}counting ourc chickens before they were hatched; 


that a dark clouu had arisen in the south,and was now 
lowering with portentvus aspect over our prospects 
in thit quarter. This might perhaps be so; but he 
trusted that the gallantry of our soldiers would soon 
dispel it. But it was altogether too late in the his- 
tory of the world fur any nation to make war upon 
another confessedly tur the purpose of turning tree 
territory into slave territory, and chain and manacle 
slaves therein. All Europe would stand by and say, 
“Hands off—you have, we admit causes to justify 
you in going to war, but we will Jet you know that 
if we design to pollute vast masses of territory now 
free with the foul blot of slavery, you may find an 
interference that will be of no trifling charac: 
ter.” 

iHere several gentiemen started for the door.— 
But Mr. P. said, have patience, gentlemen, 1’m not 
done—I have but just begun. (Laughter.) If I 
had the power of Joshua 1 would command ihe fin- 
ger of that cluck to stand still till I ordered it to g° 
again. Boy, bring me some water.] 

Mr. P. said that he fully agreed in sentiment with 
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ntieman from Alabrma, (Mr. Dargan) who 
pad spoken the other dey as to the acquisition of more 
territory: He had much rather we should annex 
none, than we should create more slave territory.— 
With his voice and consent nothing should be done 
which went to tolerate the extension of slavery 
peyond the limits it now occupied, believing, as he 
did, that it was a curse to the world. 

The limited time allowed him forbade his going 
nto a history of this institution in ancient times, to 
rove how heavy a curse it was. Not that the Slave 
wasinjured. Notatall. He had none of that sickly 
sympathy with the negro which some gentlemen 
seemed on all occasions to display. He was not one 
of those who delighted to harp forever on the wrongs 
of the back. He would not equalize his condition 
with that of the white man, or give him like social 
privileges, much less the same political rights. 

Here some question was put to Mr. P. from be- 
hind, which the Reporter,seated on the opposite side 
of the ball, could not hear, nor did he see what gen- 
tleman propounded it. 

Mr. P. replied. I am told that that is a question 
wecannot touch. Just take them into your own 
states, if you have amind to. (Much laughter.) 

He had been saying that he had no favor for the 
fawning, disgusting feeling of mock sensibility for 
the blacks. On that subject he would go as far as 
the most tenacious Southron. He fully believed 
that their slavery in this country had proved a bless- 
ing to them, (that was, if they were capable of re- 
ceiving much blessing.) He was pursuaded that they 
were infinitely better off thanif they had remained 
with their ancestors in the wilds of Africa. Though 
he opposed slavery as a thing wrong in itself, and as 
very injurious to the white man who permitted it, 

etas far as the slave was concerned, he did not 
doubt that the condition of master and servant in the 
slave states was one far better than he would ever 
have known in the Jand of his fathers. On that sub- 
ject he had no hesitation whatever. 

Yet there was another view of the subject.— 
Though at the first blush slavery seemed hard—and 
so it might at first blush seem hard that any man 
should control another as good as he—yet it did not 
follow that it was, when examined in all its bearings, 
as great an evil as al first it appeared. A man might 
touch a torpedo without inflicting any injury upon 
the fish—the injury would be upon his own arm.— 
Just so it was in the case of slavery; it was not the 
slave that it was injured; it wasthe master. It re- 
minded of an old song about a dog who “went mad 
to gain his private ends,’’ and then bit a man; bul 
the man suffered little injury; ‘the dog it was that 
died.” Oppression, even severe oppression, proved 
often, in the inscrutable wisdom of Providence, a 
benefit to the oppressed, and an injury to the oppres- 
sor. Would gentiemen, who were so ultra on this 
subject, tell him how the north of Europe had been 
civilized as rapidly as it had been? How the arts and 
laws and learuing of Rome were carried into those 
regions as soon as Lhey were? 

The incursion of Julius Cesar and of other con. 
querors sent home multitudes of the natives to the 
halbert in Rome, to pass under the yoke and he sold 
assiaves. ‘lhere, in the land of their captivity, they 
learned the arts and civilization of their conquerors, 
and carried thein gradually back as they escaped or 
wandered away to their native country. Tuus had 
Roman knowledge, law, art, policy, and arms been 
gradually spread over the north; and thus slavery 
had proved the precursor of civilization to a large 
portion of the earth. So it had happened in the 
horth of Airica. When Scipio Africanus dragged 
hundreds and thousands of prisoners in chains to 
Rome, he was preparing the humanizers and civiliz- 
ersof allthe African coast, which alterwards was 
80 long the seat of learning and the arts. 

Just the same process wus now commenced on the 
Western coast of that dark continent. The slaves of 
rer country had already started tor the Jand of their 
ae They would have done it long since but 

ul for the interposition of wide tracts of sea. They 
yi Dot run or walk there, as Roman slaves had 
ome lo their native haunts; but philanthropy had 

ransplanted them, and how were the wilds of Africa 
Mag to smile under benefits ovtained trom this 
oW favored continent, and which were received by 


om Mprovers while in a condition of slavery. He 
hot say how far blacks were capable of im- 
provement. 


Leet He did not beiieve in the equality, the 
: eA gens of the black and the white races.— 
this bes no idea that the Legro ever would be equal in 
intelt Spect to the Anglo-Saxon race of men. ‘I‘heir 
ctual structure was inferior; they had more ot 


‘© aiimal and less of the mental; yet,in some things, | 


I Condition w 
Yanced, 


. But while 
Oh in ex 


as Capable of being somewhat ad- 


Mr. P. held these views, and felt no hes- 





pressing them, he would under no cir-| once the noblest and the brightest in this Union, 


cumstances incorporate one rood of territory into 
this Union which was ever to be covered with 
slaves. Not because he thought the slaves would be 
injured, but because he believed that slavery opera- 
ted as a blight and acurse to his owner. Wherever 
its footsteps trod, and the white man had slaves to 
nurse and flatter and fear him from infancy to old 
age, it proved his curse. Its effects were enervating 
to the master and had an effect on the character of 
the population which was productive of «musery. The 
torpedo touch benumbed the man, and the palsy 
went through his wind, his circumstances, and his 
whole condition. 

If Mr. P. believed that imposing the restriction 
contained to the ordinance of 1787 was a violation of 
the constitution, he would be the last man in that 
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House to advocate it; but he deemed it only a pru- 
dent exercise of the power of sovereignty inherent in | 
this governuent. But they were told that if this | 
thing should be enforced ihere would he a dissolu- | 
tion of the Umon, Well, said Mr, P., my Southern | 
brethren, let me say to you what Milton puts in the | 
mouth of Adam when addressing Eve. I cannot! 
remember the poetry, but the sentiment is thus: “If | 
yo. are tired of your connexion with me, coercion | 
will only be the more eflectual means to sunder us. | 
Go, yeu are as free as air: if you love not me and 
your home, go find one elsewhere.” 

In saying this, however, I desire to be understood | 
as speaking for myself alone. The question will 
come upand be decided here. If it shall turn out | 
that the majority are opposed to the imposition of | 
any restriction in the extension of slavery, I, and | 
those who think and act with me, do not tell you we 
will have a dissolution of the Union; nothing of the 
kind. We shall be found a law-abiding constitution- , 
loving, quiet, united people. We will not separate 
from you. No; we will hang together as long as) 
there remains one cord to tie us. But what do we'| 
hear from you? You say that the moment thia is at- 
tempted you will draw the sword and sever the con- 
federacy, because the majority wall not subwit to be | 
ruled by the minority. If this is your spirit and this | 
your determination, if you are determined to defy | 
the majority, then go, and the sooner, the better. If | 
we find ourselves in the minority we shall abide by 
the Union and the constitution, and if we are in the 
majority we will do the same. Ifyou separate from 
us, who will rue it first? I advise you to consider | 
that question well. Who will rue it first? 

We have been told that in the South there lowers 
a black portentous cloud, charged with ruin to this 
Union. If so, then | say— 

Though that dark cloud be thunder’s worst 
And charged to crush rne—let it burst 

But no, sir, no: it cannot be that a handful of ne- 
gro wool is to sunder that strong, that sacred cor: 
which has thus far bound our fates together. Are 
the joing achievements of many a well-fought field | 
all to be forgotten for a handful of negro’s wool? Let | 
me tell you that the Marathon through which Philip’ 
hoped to overwhela Greece, did bul prove tu the 
Greeks an immortal monument. No, you caniot go! 
to your constituents and talk to them safely, of de-| 
molishing such a fabric for such a caise. No, sir; 
they will hang you first; hang you higher than ever | 
Haman hung. It cannot be done. It will not be} 
done. In the first place, let we say to the south, | 
youcannot dissolve this Union; and, In the next} 
place, you do not want to dissolve it; and 10 the last) 
place, if you did, you never would do it for any pur- | 
pose of this miserable kind. | 

] once heard an esteemed friend of mine from old | 
Virginia; yes, from that mother of states and states- | 
men, as she well deserves to be called; I heard an 
eloquent gentleman from that good old state—and | 
may say without disparagement to the many eloquent 
mer it contains that L never beard one more so—l 
refer to Henry A. Wise—and it «as on the question 
of repealing the 2lst rule against the reception of 
abolition petitions, say that he had at length couciu- 
ded to withiraw all further opposition to the repeal 
of the rule, but should suffer it in future to be dis- 
pensed with. Mr. Holmes, of South Carolina, warmly 
opposed the measure; but Mr. Wise said,] am so- 
lemnly assured that, if 1 will consent to the repeal 
of this rule, the thing shall go no further. ‘They 
pledge themseives to me thal the reception of these 
petititions shali be so managed as to do no harm.— | 
And I say that, in view of the growing weakness ol | 
one section of this country, and the growing slreng(h 
oi the other, that I, tor oue, wilirely upon their 
pledge, and jet the rule be repealed. Aud then he 
auded, in words that yet ringin my ears, ‘Virginia 
is failen, and the whole south dwarted.”” No man 
ever spoke a truer word, or spoke it more effectual. 
ly. Was it not true? Whata lamentable picture was 
this, wv a period so short when compared with the) 
jue OF} nations. How young to have it said of staies, 





/ combination of the two. 
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first of them is fallen, and the rest are dwarf. 
ed! 

There must be some cause for such a result. In 
the days of the revolution, Virginia was the first, the 
leading state in this Union: and yet now IT may point 
her to New York, to Pennsylvania, to Ohio, yes, and 
even to my own state,which has this day more white 
population than Virginia can boast. What can be 
the reason of this change? Is she not advancing in 
wealth, in population, in all her former grandeur?— 
No, oh no. What her own eloquent son said is true. 
Virginia is fallen and the whole south is dwarfed,— 
Chere must be some moral, some physical, or 
some political cause for it. itis not a physical 
cause. 

Mr. Leake here broke in. He thought he had 
heard something said by the member about Virginia 
being fallen. He would ask him did Indiana pay 
her debts? 

Mr. Pettit. Ah! For an answer to that very 
astute inquiry, | will refer the gentleman to—the 
newspapers. But I forget: it is said that, in one 
district of Virginia, no newspapers are taken. (A 
laugh.) 

When interrupted, he had been saying that there 
must be a cause for such a state of things—a cause, 
either physical, moral, or political. ‘That it is not 
a physical cause | am satisfied. Where under the 
sun will you find a more genial climate—a soil of 
more generous fertilily—a clime every where more 
inhabitable, than the whole region of Virginia?— 
Where did the zephyrs play more softly on the 
cheek? Where did the rills inurmur sweeter music? 
Where did the birds “their choir apply” with a more 
enchanting sweetness? ‘he God of Nature, or Na- 
ture herself—at any rate, the embodiment of wisdom 


and goodness, has given her all manner of advanta- 


ges. Greater enterprise would have removed New 
York to Norfolk; greater industry would ere this 
have opened channeis to the products and the trade 
of the West, far easier than by the route through 
Pennsylvania. It was, then, (said Mr. P.) a physical 
cause. 

Was it a moral cause or a_ political cause? With 
out stopping to go at length into an inquiry on this 
point, he would say that, inhis judgment it was a 
A woral and political in- 
cuous pressed with destroying weighton the the 
necks of one of the noblest people that could be 


found, and so galling was it that, to get free from its 


crushing weight, many had sought other homes, It 


_had retarded all the growth that wou!d otherwise 


have been the effect of her physical resources; it had 


almost forbidden her progress to that greatness for 


which Nature designed her. ‘This was the true cause 
of her want of labor, of enterprise, and of success- 
ful industry—he would not say her want of public 
men, nor would he deny that tothe general state. 
went of her actual condition there were uot bright 
exceptions. But did not this show why “Virgina 

fallen aud the whole South dwarted?” How 
could either have happened but for this? 

Yes, said Mr. P., you have touched the torpedo 
and the stupifying shock has failen un the great inass 
of your populsiion. Suppose norihern Virginia 
should take my advice; but she will scorn it. | shall 
give it, however, or al least take the Jiberty of talk. 
ing a little to her. L say then to the sons of Virgivia, 
so illustrious in every period of the history of this 
republic. Do you hope to add to all your jaurels, 
do you anticipate a new edition to your fame, in the 
eyes of the world, of the Union, oreven ot your own 
people, by spreading slavery in this land? Do you 
think that loud threats of toe dissolution of this Un- 
ion is likely to hand down your nawes with honor to 
posterity? Let me tell you that the man of gigantic 
talent, of warm and generuus heart, of the must ex- 
pansive benevolence to his race, dues but fix a olot 
oa the bright escutcheun of the honor of his state by 
lakiug sucha course. On the contrary, let bim seek 
io erase the disgraceful, the mejanucholy stain which 
other hands have fastened there. Then his course 
will lead—not to Haman’s gallows, not to the con. 
dempation of all good men, not the reproaches of 
posterity, but to a name written on the topmost stone 
of the liughest monument that fame shall rear to the 
memory ol Virgimia’s sons. Then shall future sous 
and daughters, imbheriting the blessed fruits of your 
efforts, rise up and call you blessed forever. ‘Then 
shall strength return to yuur bauds, and prosperity 
aud wealit to your borders. ‘Theo shail you find your 
entire Coudilion revived, renewed, reinvigorated, dis- 
enihrailed. 

You will say all this is none of my business. But 
itismy business. We are charged, lo some extent, 
With a0 auihorilty and care tuat reaches over this 
whole Uniou,and in relation lo some things we share 
acoummon lofluence and # Couimon sovereignty aad 
juWer,. 

Mr. Leake here moved thot the committee rise. 
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FOREIGN. 


The steamer Jibernia left Liverpool the 5th inst. 
and reached Boston on the 25th after landing Lord 
Elgin the governor general of Canada, at Halifax.— 
She brought one hundred and ten passengers, and in- 
telligence 27 days later than we previously had.— 
The political intelligence is not important, but the 
commercial is highly so, and will be gratifying to 
our business men as well as agriculturists. We have 
given a brief yet comprehensive view of all that we 
have met with on this subject, under the head of 
business circles, inthis number. The wantof bread 
stuff and provisions exceed any thing heretofore cre- 
dited. For humanity’s sake no less than for profit 
should every exertion be made to forward all we 
possibly can from our providential stores of abun. 
dance. 

President Polk’s annual message to congress, and 
the occupation of the Californian ports by our squa- 
dron meets with but little favor in the European 
journals. They are exceedingly severe upon the 
allegation that the war upon Mexico was not com- 
menced with a view to conquest. Some of the 
French journais still insist that the French and Eng- 
lish governments ought to interfere. 

The French govenment have proiested against the 
suppression of the Polish republic. This is an offset 
for the protest of other powers against the late 
Spanish marriage, and about as effectual. Guizot 
it is said, wanted to fire up, and threaten that 
France would no longer respect the treaty of Vienna 
if the three northern powers persisted, but Louis 
Philippe quieted him down to milk and water. 

Tiere has been a disastrous inundation in the Ro- 
man states and the Pope ts piously employed in mea 
sures furrelief of the sufferers and amelioration of 
the condition of his subjects in other respects. He 


has reduced the duties upon the exportation of | 


grain. 

The all absorbing subject of the news by the steam- 
er, is the prevailing distress for want of food—over 
100,000 are ascertained to be suffering in Belgium— 
fi the highlands of Scotland still a larger uumber, 
200,000 are officially reported te be ip want of sub. 
sistance—and 130,000 more barely able to subsist. 
But itis in wretched Jreland that the destitution is 
the most heart rending. ‘The society of Friends led 
the way to their assistance. About $60,0U0 have 
been raised from members of the society and for- 
warded for their reliel.* 


IneLanp. Great distress for wantof bread, is experi- 
enced im France, bntitis at the condition of devoted 
Ireland that the heart sickens on reading accounts too 
well authenucated trom thence. Liey appeal to hu- 
manity in language that wone should turn away from.— 
A Liverpool paper says:—The condition of Lreland con- 
tinues to be the absorbing object of attention. Day after 
day the distress continues to increase, aud famine is 
doing the work of death in various paris of the country. 

Immense number of poor, halt starved creatures, fiid 
their way across the channel and beg, and exist as best 
they can by appeals to the feelings of the inhabitants in 
the great tuwis of England. ' 

A peusivu of 10U pounds a year has been offered by 
the goverument to tather Mathew. ‘The suflering pop- 
ulativn in the highlauds aud jsiands of Scutiand ts esu- 
mated at 100,000. A considerable supply of potatoes 
has arrived in London trom Holland. 

One ofvur journals thus abbreviates the details from 
lrveiand:— 

Greui distress —Fever—Starvation— Deaths from want 
—Dreadjul condinon of the country/—Most appalling 
are the accounts vi the destitution trom ali parts of thel 
couutry; andeven trom the nurthern provinces severa 
deaths from starvauionare reported. ‘he Dublin Even- 
tng Post says.—Even in the metrupulis, many thousands 
of the poorer classes ate in utier destitution, In conse- 
quence of the exvemely crowded state of the south Dub- 
lin Union workhouse, and ihe miserable condition ot the 


inmates recently admitied, dysentery and low fever have | 


broken out, and the number of deaths has greatly increa- 
sed, reaching nearly fility inthe week. Irom che coun, 
try the accounts are suil more afilicling than any that 
have yet reached us. We lave a letter from a friend 
in Skibbereen, drawing a frightful picture of ue cundi- 
tion of the poor in that locality, A low fever, which the 
poor people call “ihe plague,” has broken out, and from 
the terror of infeciion, those afflicted with the distemper 
are shunned by their neighbors. 

Another journal says:— he destitution sull ad vances, 
and “deaths by starvation” is a standing bead in the 








*lt may be cue to Irishmen and the friends of Ire- 
land and of common humanity in this country, to state 
the consoling fact, that contributions towards the 
relief of their suffering kindred countrymen and fel- 
low beings have within a few monihs been lorward- 


newspapers. It is remarked as one of the strongest ev- 
idences of intense suffering, this emigration is still in 
progress from Sligo, even in that inclement season. 

The Mayo Constitution publishes the reports of no 
fewer than eight inquests held in one day on the bodies 
of poor people, allof whom, according to the evidence 
and verdicts, perished for the want of the common ne- 
cessaries of life. The state of that county is represented 
to be appalling; and, as with other districts similarly cir- 
cumstanced, the greater the extent of poverty, the grea- 
ter the amount of agrarian outrage. The same paper 
which tells :he tale of starvation has a long catalogue of 
crimes 

Arming of the Peasantry.—Extraordinary as it may 
appear, yetin the midst of destitutiou the peasantry con- 
linue to purchase fire-arms Large sales have been 
publicly made at different fairs, and almost every peas- 
ant isseen going to his house with a musket slung over 
his back. 

‘The arming ofthe peasantry has attracted the notice 
of the government; and a circular has been addressed 
by Mr. Labourchere to the magistrates calling their at- 
fention to the subject. Ii sets forth 

“Under 15 and 16 George II] c 21,8 2, (the Whiteboy 
Act,) any person or persons being armed with firearms, 
fire-lock, pistol, or any offensive weapon, who shall rise, 
asseinble, or appear by day or by nignt to the terror of 
his Majesty’s subjects, is guilty of a high misdemeanor, 
and punishable by fine and inprisonment. 

This section is still in force. It is stated that this cir- 
cular seems, so far, to have had but slight effect in check- 
ing the “‘excitement” in the gun trade; which, according 
to the latest accounts from north and south, is in just as 
flourishing a state as before the appearance of the castle 
Instructions. 

The Warder has inserted a letter from Cavan giving 
an accountof the progress of Ulster in this particular: 

“The peasantry are armed, or are arming almost, to a 
man. The stores of the arimourer are more frequent 
exhausted than the provision-stores. Auctioneers, wit 
| carts laden with Birmingham arms, attend almost every 
fair or market inthe county of Cavan and the adjoining 
counties. ‘he rapidity with which they arc sold is 
quite astonishing. A stranger would think the dread in. 
vader of our country was not famine, bnia hostile ar- 
mada.” 

The following letters from respectable persons have 
been received, addressed to friends in this city: 

Mount Melick, Queen’s co., Ireland, Jan. 1st, 1847. 

I send you by this conveyance an Evening Post; you 
will see by it the state to which tiis unfortunate Country 
| is reduced, and I fear we have sad and miserable umes 
before us. If supplies do not come in, (and a great quan- 
ity will be equired,) I do not know what the conse- 
quences will be. In every quarter subscriptions are rais- 
ing, and in this little town we are contributing what we 
can, but [tear it will fali far short ot our wants. In 
other places they are even worse. Had it not been for 
your ludian corn we would have been starved. At first 
| it was suld at 9 shillings to 10 and Ll perewt. Now it 
/is 20 shillings by retail, and scarcely any to be had.-- 
| We hear and read of a great deal coming. God grant 
| it may be the case, and that we may get a share here. 
| ‘The transit of provisions, both by carts and boats on the 
|canal here are obliged to be under an escort of either 
| suidiers or police. If not they would be piundered. 
| Weare looking anxiously fur the meeting of parlia- 
iment, (19th inst.,) in hopes that their ‘cullective wisdom’ 
will strike out some effective plan of reLef. Even a 
| worse feature is, that there is no preparation making of 
the land for crops for next year. If that 1s neglected 
things will be worse and worse. Our poor house, built 
to hold 800, is crammed with 900, I ain alinost afraid, 
too, of the state the country is likely to bein. Even if 
the land was ready, how are the small farmers to pro- 
duce seed? They have no money; many of them are 
seeking employment on the public roads, to procure a 
scanty food for their families. 1 wish the Lrish in your 
quarter would think uf their poor countrymen, and try. 
to heip them. Perhaps if you should speak to sume of 
those who would take an iterest in the matter, some- 
thing could be done. I sumetimes wish I could quit the 
couutry for a time, fearing, as 1 dv, the sad scenes we 
hive before us. If you can do anything I am sure you 
would not begrudge a little exertion to endeavor tv sur 
up Irish feeling tor sutiering Irishmen, women, and 
children. 

A gentleman writing to his son in Baliimore, from his 
residence inthe north of Ireland, under date of Dec. 
21, svys— 

Most of our neighbors will shortly be in_a@ state of 
starvation, and in the south of the island coffins cannot 
be made quick envugh to bury the dead—ail caused by 
want of toud. Many of those you formerly knew are in 
the poor house. Others are begging; but litle can be 
had in that way—so that they are actually dying on their 
feet. As many as would be received in the army have 
enlisted. Ii short there is nothing around us but penury.” 





tiniure American, come from sections of Jreland where 
extreme poverty is much muse uncommon than in mauy 
other parts of the island. The intelligent reader may 


sons of comparative plenty. 


RAILWAY S&. 


Buih the letter and extract given above, says the Bal. | 


readily conjecture what must be the condition of things 
in those paris where starvation is vllen known In sea- 


tat that musbinks an 
oes, was that very mania, as it seemed t 

railways and railway stocks, which has shor Nad 
impulse to the employment of capital that would i 
otherwise remained dead, and consequent employ. 








express was sent by Butler to Gen. Taylor, who bad 
left two days for Victoria, and was supposed to be 














Major Giddings. ' ij 
Orders had been issued at least six weeks ag° i 
Gen. Lane to move forward with two Indiana reg! 


is expected, be may possibly get to Monterey in WM 


ment to thousands that would otherwise ha =r 
- it in a To ow tg! the extent of relief wits Firt 
is Impulse has afforded, it is onl ——o 

mine the following : ; yom gig to exa- 
AMOUNTS AUTHORIZED TO BE RAISED BY BRITIsy — 

PARLIAMENT FOR RAILWAY PURPOSES. | 
Miles. Capita x = 

In the year 1844 819 er he 

1845 2863 58,452,689 Tn 

1846 4705 120,848,135 vito. 
: ee trati 
Total, 8364 £194,983 767 thar 
Included in the grants made in 1846, were for rail cludir 
ways: atiach 
Miles. Capital a dire 
In England 188 bills, authorizing 3230 £93.64¢.s97 discus 
In Scotland 70 “ 805 15,652.78 order 
In Ireland 21 ¢ 9 « 670 11,348.453 ME Poting 
This enormous sum, in round numbers reachin Wh 
very Nearly ONE THOUSAND MILLIONS OF DOLLARS, be house | 
it remembered, does not include innumerable other an inst 
speculative projects for railways which were pressed New | 
upon the attention of parliament, but which could guage: 
not endure the severe ordeal through which that bo- “Mr 
dy obliged them to pass before making a grant, and es 
which were consequently exploded. The most if rae pe 
not atl of those authorized, wil! be constructed, - ined ri 
What an aggregate of employment this will afford. to dion 
What an improvement to the business facilities ang tional t 
intercommunication will it effect. Union « 
The people of the United States are again embark. territory 
ing heavily in railway construction. In every section becaine 
ofthe Union we see them projected and in many ened gr 
places they are in rapid progress. Main lines are would | 
stretching {rom north to south, and several from east wet 
to west, irom one extent of the Union ‘o the other,— ome 
From these, lateral lines are radiating in all diree. mi. 
tions. Every state of the Union, almost, is engaged imitate t 
in legislating so as to insure a participation in the sentative 
benefits to be derived from their construction. Ri- constitue 
val communities are bravely competing for the prize Wm ‘ains. | 
in view. Ina few years railways will be as numer- they did, 
ous as turnpike roads. free stat 
till the e} 
Extract of a letter to a member of Congress, dated pra 
Camargo, December 19, 1846. Mr A 

Dear sir: I have just arrived here in haste from words. 
Monterey, to expedite the movement of troops that Mr. D 
have been ordered forward. 1 left Monterey on the fe 
morning of the 17th, and arrived here this morning. threaten - 
The emergency was this: Gen. Worth on the 16th, but he we 
despatched an express from Saltillo to Gen. Butler, before sla 
at Monterey, to inform him that Santa Anna, with mentality 
his whole army, would attack Saltillo in afew days, @ ‘hough th 
perhaps in three, and requesting all the aid that he there was 
could get, and stating that his whole force for duly <— toa 
did not exceed 900 men. The general belief is, that | pene fi 
Santa Auna’s force is at least twenty or thirty thou- eoald not 
sand men. Upon the recept of Worth’s letter, an The ma 


of the larg 


about thirty miles from Monterey, with some regu. c 

jar force, and Gen. Quitman’s brigade. He also New Y 
sent an express to Gen. Wool, at Paras, (Worth hav- @ fesolutions 
ing also sent an express to Wool,) commanding him Senate of t 
to proceed at once to Saltillo. Should Taylor and I to 6: 
Wool reach Saltillo in time, there will be a force Resolved 
there of between six and seven thousand men, which HM State, and 
will be all that can be got there in any reasonable itizen of th 
time. { forgot to say that Gen. Butler left for Saltillo proner 
immediately with the Kentucky and Ohio regiments, or ~~ 
that were at Monterey, numbering, together, about m p ne 
eight hundred efficient men. The two regiments, at and, unt 
4 moment’s warning, in the dead of night, broke Up peace, 
their camp, and, in fine order, moved off for Monte: Resolved, 
rey, to start from that place atdaylighton the morn: MM garded as h 
ing of the 17th. On my return from the cily to the Not secure 
camp about an hcur before day, | met them, marche aggressions 
ing in quick time, and in the finest possible spirits, this country 
the Kentucky regiment under command of Major Resolved 
Shepherd, and the Ohio regiment under commas Baia}, the 7 


Which such 
such act 


| ments, in order that Worth might be reinforced; 7 nl ar 
| by some means, the orders, although they arrived | th yet se 
Matamoros, did not reach Gen. Lane. ‘This matte Mm™all be fo, 
I suppose, will be Jooked into hereafter. ] do ‘a 4 Or annex, 
much iear the result, though matters now look a 7 jy, Solved, 
tle precarious. 1 found Gen. Lane in motion; OMe be ins 
though he cannot reach Saltillo by the time the D5" Be neress frc 


‘st efforts ty 





ed, is ascertained it from the United States, to the 
amount of at Jeast $1,200,000. But how tar shert| 
will tiis fall of relieving a nation of nine millions of | 
people destitute of their usual means of subsistence, 


Perhaps the most providential thing that could 
have occurred for the relief of the labouring classes in 
England and Ireland during the severe trial inflicted 


; e 
to reinforce our troops, if they should be compe € forego: 
to fali back upon that place. 1 will Gub Geneft esolved, "| 


morrow or next cay for headquarters, eaker of th 





by the recent failure of their crops of grain and po- 


Marshali and the Kentucky cavairy- ?Y of the | 


“Nators and y 
Ver, x 


